
preirion, till they loft the fpirit of freedom, by which aloiit

ihey art invincible.

Our enemies charge "s with fcdiiion ; In what docs it

confiil? Inouriefufal to fubniit to unwanantablc afts of iii-

jufliceand cruelty ? If fo, Ihcw us a period in your hiftory,
ill which you have not been equally fcditiouj ?

yVe arc accufed of aiming at Independence ; but how is

thisaccufation fupporttd .' By the allegations of your rninif-

rers, not by out attiona.—Abufed, infulnd, and coiitcmnc<l,
what ttcps have we pm lucd to obtain itdcfs ? We have ear-
ned our dutiful petilions tn the throne ;—we have applied lo

y<nirjurtice loriiliel, wc have retreiuhtd our luxury and
withheld our iraiif,

I he advautagLS ol ouv cominercr were dcfignedas a com*
ptnlalion lor your profftton : When youccjUd lo protect,

•or what were we to c ompcnfatc f

Wliat has been the iucccfs of our endeavours ? The cle-

mency ol our foveri'ij,;! is unhappily diverted ; our pelilioiis

arc treated with indijmty ; our prayers aiifwci cd by infulls.

Our application to ym remains unnoticed, and leaves us the

inclauchnly appKhcnrion, of your wanting cither the will,

or the powers, to allilt us,

Lveii under ihcfc c iicuniflanrcs, what meafures have we
taken that betray a dcUie o: independence ? Hdve wc called-

111 the aid of thofr foreign powers, who are the malsof your
grandeur f When your troops were few and delcncclefs, did
we take udvanlage of their dillicfsand cxpelthem nurtowns:'

Or have wc permitted them lo lortily, to receive new aid and
to acquire additional llrengih f

Let not your enemies and ourj perfuadc you, that in this

wc were influenced by fenr or any oth.r unwoiihy motive.

The lives of Uiilons aie (lill dear to us They are the Chil-

dren of oui Parents, iin iminterriipted interccuirle of mulual

bcnchts had knit the bonds of friendlhip.—When hoftilines

wereconinieuccd, when on a late oicalion we were wantonly
attacked by your troop«, though we lepclled their alfaults,

.ind leluincd their blows, yet we lamented the wounds they

obliged us to give; nor have wc yet learned to rejoice at a

viitory over tntjlilhmen.

As wc wilh no! to colour our afiions, or difguifc our

thouglils ; wc dial', in the fmiple language of truth, avow
the meafures v^'C iiave purfued, the motives upon which wc
Lave aAed, and out iuiure deligns,

When

t i


