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quantity to contain, not only the entire force, but

all its stores and ammunition. To this neglect,

indeed, more perhaps than to any other circum-

stances, is the failure of the attempt to be attri-

buted ; rince not a doubt can exist, that if Gene-

ral Keane had been enabled to bring the whole

of his army to land on the morning of the 23rd,

he would have reached New Orleans, without

firing a shcrt, before nightfall. But the oppor-

tunity is past, it cannot be recalled, and there-

fore to point out errors on the part of my coun-

trymen can serve no good end. That the failure

is to be lamented no one will deny, since the con-

quest of New Orleans would have proved beyond

all comparison the most valuable acquisition that

could be made to the British dominions, through-

out the whole western hemisphere. In possession

of that post, we should have kept the entire

southern trade of the United States in check;

and furnished means of commerce to our own

merchants, of incalculable value.

- The fact, however, is, that when we look back
:

upon the whole series of events produced by the

late American war, we shall find little that is

likely to flatter our vanity, or increase our self-

importance. Except a few successes in Canada,

at its very commencement, and the brilliant in-

road upon Washington, it will be found that our
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