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situation of this country, which has, I think, had not

fewer than three or four different administrations in

the course of the last twelve months; but now has

one which is, I trust, likely to be more permanent

—

thanks to the Duke of Wellington's firmness and
decision, which bids fair to carry ns through all our

difficulties; as the new arrangemoi of offices, with

your friends Sir George Murray for Colonial De-

partment and Sir H. Hardinge foi dio War Office

have actually kissed hands. The disfranchisement of

the borough of East Retford, and the transfer of the

elective privilege to the neighbouring hundred, as

proposed by Peel but objected to by Huskisson, who
named Birmingham for the purpose, was the osteu'

sible cause of the disagreement which produced the

resignation of the latter; but the real fact is that

Huskisson, who is a thorough intriguant, and who
has a powerful following in the House, is labouring

to overset His Grace's Government, which, notwith-

standing all the disadvantages it labours under from

a very formidable opposition of talent and practice

in public speaking, will, it is thought, ultimately

prove successful."

Lady Harcourt does not feel so confident. She

looks at the political world with the minute percep-

tion of a woman, and seems to have a foreshadowing

of the convulsions about to shake Europe, and which

began with the Eoman Catholic Relief Bill in Eng-

land, soon followed by the French and Belgian Revo-

lutions, and the English Reform Bill. Her remem-

brance of the Church is equally characteristic, and

a late event gives an interest to the reference to
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