
iiincuiiu to III) I'oquircil by the rircumalanceii of (he

I ciiiiilry. Ill tilling mi, I kliull alrvngthi'n iiiiJ illiii-

iriilc my own vjewn by ri'fi.Tfn<;i'n lo tliu Ix-sl aulhori-

iii'H, iHiib Kiirojicin miil AiiiHrimn, in ordur llmt (he

(fovcninii'iil :iijil the |ii'o|ili' of ll|i|H'r Canuilu niuy be

aii(Mi('il — iii;>iiiiNl olijmlioiia wbi( li tniiy hv ur^eri from

any i|iiurli'r— llmt lliuaoiitiini'iit.t wliiili I may mlviilK'C,

mill till! rccomin«ii(liitioni« I mHy vunluru to Kiilimit, are

ii»l riiNli iiovdtir^ or criiilu «|M!riilationi, bill tliu result

of llii! Iur){('!il nx|H>ri('n('o, uiiil tlio (li>(.>|iciil InvuiiliKU-

lioiiHoii tbu imrtoflhi' Ih!»I jiiilKea reiiiluiit in Mb lienii*-

lihurus, nml iinilvr liiirurcnt forms of Civil (Government.

Hy Kilucalion, I mean iiol llio mere aci|uisiti^n of

ciirtuin arlH, or of certain brancbui of knowledge, but

that instruction and ilisuipline wliicb qualify and dis-

poite the subjects of it for llieir appropriate duties and

I'inployiiii'iils of life, as Christians, as persons of busi-

iie.s.1, and also as members of the civil community in

which tlivy live.

The basis of an educational structure adapted lo this

(Uid should be as broad us the population of the country
;

and its loftiest elevation should equal the highest de-

mands of the liiarncd profcshions, adapting its gradation

of schools to the wants of the several cliuses of the

community, and to their respective employments or

professions, the one rising above the other—the one

conducting to iho oilier
;
yet each complete in itself for

lliu degree of education it imparts ; a character of uni-

lormily as to fundamental principles pervading the

whole : the whole based upon the principles of Chris-

tianity, and uniting the combined influence and support

of the Government and the people.

llie branches of knowledge which it is essential

tliai all should understand, should be provided/or all,

and taught to all ; should be brought within the reach

of the most needy, and forced upon the attention of

the most careless. The knowledge required for the

wientific pursuit of mechanics, agriculture and com-

inerce, must needs be provided to an extent corres-

ponding with the demand, and the exigencies of the

country ; while to a still more unlimited extent are need-

ed facilities for acquiring the higher education of the

luuriied professions.

Now, lo a profussioniil education, and to the educa-

tion of the more wealtliy classes, no objection has been

made, nor even indill'erence manifested. On the con-

trary, for these classes of society, less needing the as-

sistance of the Government, and having less claims

upon its benevolent consideration than the laboring

and producing classes of the population, have liberal

provisions been made, and able Profesjiors employed :

whilst Schools of Industry have lieeu altogether over-

lookcil, and primary Instruction has scarcely lieen rc-

iliicud lo a system ; and the education of the bulk of

ilie (lopulaliuii has bieii left to the annual liberality of

I'arliaiueiil. Nay, even oliji.'itions have been made to

ihe eduuutiun of the labouring classes of the |)eople
;

and it may be advisable to shew, at the outset, that

the eslablislimentof a thoroui;h .sy.-item of primary and

industrial Education, commensurate with the |mpula-

tion of till! country, as contemplated by the Government,
and a>i is here proposed, is justified by considerations

oi" economy as well as of palriotism and humanity.

First, sui h a system of general Education amongst

the people is the most elTuctual preventative of pauper-

ism, and ii8 natural companions, misery and crime.

To a younj; and gr^ wing country, and the retreat

of so many iioor Ironi i tlier countries, this considera-

tion is of the greatest importance. The gangrene of

i>au|M)rism in either ci ies or states is almost incurable.

It may be said io son.e sort to be hereditary as well

RB infections,-- both to perfictualc and prii|>flgnte itmlf,

— lo weaken the body |Hilitic at its very head,—and lo

multiply wrutilu'diiess and vice.

Now, the Statistiral Reports of p«ii|M^ri»m and rriint

in ditlbrmit countries, furnish indubitable priHif thai

ignorance is llio fruitlul source of idlrnois, intempe-
rance and improvidence, and these the fuster-pareU
of pauperism and criiiic.

The history of every country in Europe may be ap-
pealed to in proof and illuslraliun of iho fact,—apart
from the operation of extraneous luial and lemimrarr
circumslances,—that |iauperism atal crime prtvail in

Iiro|)ortiun to the absence of education amongst the

abouring classes and that in pro|iortion to the txliteno*

and prevalence of education amongst those clasfes, iatbe

absence of paupirisin and its legitimate oflspring.

To adduce even u summary of the statistical detaila

which I have collected on this subject, would exceed
my prescribed limits ; and I will only present Iho con-

clusions at which competent witnes^es have arrivcil

after careful and personal inquiiy.

F. Hill, Esquire, Her Majesty's Inspector of Pri-

sons in Scotland, at the ronclusioii of a sialistical work
on National Education in Great Britain, Prussia, ^pain
and America, states the following amongst other infe-

rences, as the result of his investigations :

" So powerful i* education as a means of national
" improvement, that with comparatively few exce(-
" tions, the difTerenl countries of the world if arran-
'< ged according to the stale of education in them, will
" be found to be arranged also according to wealth,
" morals and general happincw ; and not only does Ibia

" rule hold good as respects a country taken as a whole,
" but it will generally apply to the dilTeienl parts oftU
" same country.

" Thus in England, education u in the best state m
" the northern Agricultural District, and in the worst

"slate in the souihern Agricultural District, and in the
" Agricultural parts oflho Midland District; while in the
" great Towns, and other manufacturing places, educa-
" tion is in an iiilcrmediale slate ; and at the same lime,
" tlierondhion of the peuple and the extent ofcrime aitd

" violence among them follow in like order."*

J. C. Blackden, Esquire, of Furd Castle, Northum-
berland, England, in concluding his evidence befora

the Poor Law Commissioners, expre>se8 himself thus ;

" In taking a short review of my answers to the Com-
" missioners' Queries, the advantageous position of our
" laboring population, when compared with the position

'' of those in the mure southern districts of the country,
" must be manifest.

"It is impossible to live among them without being
" struck liytheirsuperior intelligence, and theirsuperiur

" morality.

"I am fully justified in this assertion by the Parlia-

"mcntary Returnsofcriminal commitmentsin the several

" Counties of England, which prove Northumberland u»

" lie very much more free from crime than any other

" County.

" A principal cause of this I have no doubt arises

" from the eiliication they receive at the Schools tcat-

" tered over the country."f

* Natinnal Education ; its present lisle and proepwla, b/ ftwl-
erioli Uill, vol. ii, pp. IM and 169.

f lioport of Poor Ij»« Comminioncn. Afpndu.


