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UNITED STATES, December 5th, 1793.

« Gentlemen o///j^ Senate, «Wc/'//'f House o/Representatives.

yJS the prefentfuualion of the fe-veral nations of EuropCt and cfpecially of thofe

•^ w;/A ivhich the United States ha-ve important relations, cannot but render the

fiate of things het-zveen them and us, matter of interejiing inquiry to the irgijlature,

and may indeed gife rife to delilt rations, to ^vInch they alone arc competent, I

have thought it my duty to com/nunicate to them, certain conrfpondences, iK'hich

ia-ve taken place.

The reprefentative and executive bodies of France haiie manifef^edgenerally, a
friendly attachment to this country, have given advantages to cur commerce and
navigation, and have made overtures Jor pla ing thefe advantages on permanent

ground
J
a decree, ho^joever, of the National Affttnbly, fubjet'ting vejfcls laden

tuith provijions to he carried into their ports, and making enemy goods laivful prize

in the vejjll of a friend, contrary to our treaty, though revoked at one time, as to

the United States, has hecnfmce extended to their vt-ffels alfo, as has hctn recently

Jlated to us. Reprefentatio/is on the fubje^l tvill be immediately given in charge /»

cur minijler there, and the refultfhall be communicated to the hgijlature.

It is with extreme concern, I have to informyou, that the proceedings of the

ferfpn, vchom they have unfortuttately apfeinted their ninijler flenipoteniiary herey

have breathed nothing of the friendly jpirit of the nation, 'a'hich jent him ; their

tendency, on the contrary, has been to involve us in nvar abroad, and diford and
anarchy at home. So far as his a8s, or thofe cf his agents, have threatened our
immediate commitment in the v.'ar, or flagratit infull to the authority of the lanvSf

their effed has been counteraElcd by the ordinary cognisance of the lani's, and by
an exertion f;f the povjers confided to me. II' here their di;nge>- 'zvas tiot imminent

,

they have bgen borne nvitk, fromjcntinients of regard to his nation
j J'rom afenfe

ofthcirfrienJfhip tozvards us
; frofn a conviclion, that they ivould not fuffer us to

remain long e.xpofed to the affion ofa perfon, luho has fo link refpcfled our mutual
difpofitions ; and, I ivill add, from a reliance on thefrmnefs ofmy fcllov; citizens

in their principdes ofpeace and order.

In the mean time, I have refpe/led and purfued the flipulations of our treaties

f

iiccording to ichat Ijudged their true fenfe ; and have nvithhcld no aB of friend

-

Jhip, n.vhich thtir affairs have calledfor, Jrem us, and ivhtch jifiice to others, left

usfree to perform. I have gonefurther , rather than employ forcefor the rtflitution

of certain veffels, nvhich I deemed the United States bound to rejhre, I thought it

more advifable to fatisfy the parties, by avovuing it to he tny oj>i/don, that if rcfit~

iution vjere not made, it -ivould be incumbent on the U^iited States to make compen-

fr.tizn, The papers, ng-xu communicated, vjill more particularly apprife you of
thefe tranfadlions.

The vexations and fpoliation under/Iced to have been committed on our veffels

and commerce, by the cruifers and officers offofne dJ the belligerent poivers, appeared
to require attention. The proofs of thefe, hoivever, not having been broughtfcr-
vjard, the defcription of citizens, fuppofed to have fuffered, ivere notified^ that on

furnifking them to the cxeruti-je, due meafures ^vould be taken to obtain redrefs of
the pciji, and more effettv.rd provifions agaivft the tuturc. Shouldfuch documents
befurnifi:ed, proper yeprefenicitions nvill be tnade thereon, ivith ajujl reliance on «
redrefs proportioned to the exigency of the cafe.
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