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conftltution itfelf. One need not, however, fup-

pofe cafes to (hew that Mercy is commendable
at all times* cfpecially if it fhould chance that

the perfon,' ''principally concerned in the outrage

committed, fhould be uuiverfally allowed to be
one of the iaircft and moH: amiable characters of
the age, whatever his Attorney or Attornies might
be. But, ftridly fpeaking, Injufticc cannot be ju-

ftified, let it be committed ever fo unwittingly,

by any plea in law whatfoever. A man can on-

ly juflify what he has done when he has adled

as the Law permits under fpecial circumftan-

ces J and when he can do that, he has no need

of pardon or mercy. On the contrary, when
he has done what cannot be juftified under any

circumftances, although it may be from igno-

rance, and not from malice, yet he muft be

found guilty j but he will always, neverthelefs,

be fuffered to give the favourable particulars of

his cafe in evidence, that they may be reported,

in mitigation, that is, in alleviation of his fine

and punifhment, to the Court. A man, who
has at any time, or in any way, been mifled by
foolifh or iniquitous precedents, like fo many ig'

nesfatui ; or by any, but wilful, ignorance and

prefumption, is the proper objedl of pardon with

the Crown, or of mercy and very flight punifh-

ment with the Court of King's Bench ; where

too he will never fail of meeting with it.

Excufe this long differtation on a very plain

point ; for, according to my obfervation, a cer-

tain truth is not always fufficiently attended to,

namely, that the manner of doing a thing is of-

tentimes of more confequence than the thing it-

ftlf. I do not venture to fay thus much, be-


