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herotofore in imIiu, il will ho new to most roadors ; and will be

regarded by ail, as the most ample and precise ciuiineration of

British violations that had then appeared, or, perhaps, that has

since been presented in a form at once so compact and so com-

plete. 2. A Penal code, being part of a Revised Code of Laws,

prepared by appointment of the Legislatnre of Virginia, in 1 77G,

with reference to tlie Republican form of (Jovernnient, and to the

principles of humanity congenial therewith, and with the imju'ov-

ing spirit of the age. Annexed to Uie several articles, are ex-

planatory and other remarks of the Author, worthy of being ])re-

served by the aid of the press. 3. A historical and critical

review of the repeal of tlie laws establishing the Church in Vir-

ginia ; which was followed by the " Act for establishing religious

freedom." This act, it is well known, was always held by Mr.

Jefferson to be one of his best efforts in the cause of liberty, to

which he was devoted : and it is certainly the strongest legal bar-

rier that could be erected against a connection between Church

and State, so fatal in its tendency to the purity of both. 4. An
elaborate paper concerning a Money Unit, prepared in the year

1784, and which laid the foundation of the system adopted by

Congress, for a coinage and money of account. For other parti-

culars, not here noted, the Reader is referred to the volume itself.

The termination of the Memoir, at the date mentioned, by the

Author, may be explained by tlie laborious tasks assumed or not

declined by him, on his return to private life ; which, witli his

great age, did not permit him to reduce his materials into a state

proper to be embodied in such a work.

The other volumes contain, I. Letters from 1775, to his death,

addressed to a very great variety of individuals ; and comprising

a range of information, and in many instances, regular essays, on

subjects of History, Politics, Science, Morals and Religion. The
letters to him are omitted except in a very few instances, where

it was supposed their publication would be generally acceptable,

from the important character of the communication, or the general

interest in the views of the writer ; or where the whole or a pari of

a letter had been filed for the better undcrstandiim of tlit answer.


