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Mr. M. II. U'u'lioy were cii^raafil in jilayiiijrotr

Mr. llohd, wliofi Drt". I'liikpr ami Aliiioii

ami Htiii. .laiiien Macilo lald antl the others

were doiii}? all in their jjower to secure Mr.

Hobl>'» elt'clioi), tlie vote in tliin county stooii,

totals, Jont's 2,9"'.», Hobli H'M. W" see no

reanon wliy, if the ciii/eni ol Halifax are

true to their own interests, Mr. Uichey should

racei ve a Uirjter vote than Mr. Kolib. Tlie

latter Imd greater claims lo the supjwrt o( a
large nunil>er of the electors than has Mr.
Kichey. We tiiink there are very few of

those who voted for Mr. Jones in 1874, luit

will do so now ; and it is quite certain that

many who were led away liy stroni; partizun

senti'nicnt in lti74 to oppose Mr. Jones, will

now in the interests of Halifax give him
their support."

There was the etatcmont which was
made by one of the strongest Bupportei's

in the press of the hon.gentleman.and it

declares that he had a right to expect
that the same parties which sustained

him in 1874 would sustain him then,

with this addition, that a largo num-
ber of gentlemen, seeing the interests

of Haliia.K trembling in the balance, as

was the cose at that moment, would
not work against a Minister of the
Government with whom they were
negotiating. But I happen to have
evidence that the hon. gentleman has
the greatest respect for, and which
will settle this question and satisfy the
House that he expectcd,or that if he did
not expect, he ought to have expected
the same majority which ho had in

1874. I will give the hon.gentleman the
evidence of his own statcmonts. I

undertook to say on the floor of this

House, a year ago, that a great change
} id taken place in the city and
county of Halifax, and in the public
sentiment of the country ; I ventured
to say that on that occasion, because
of what had taken place, when a
Sonatorbhip fell vacant. Eveiy man
in Nova Scotia, as well as every
gentleman in this House,agreed that the
hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Power)
was entitled to it, and this

position was offered to that hon.
gentleman and was accepted by
him, but it was abandoned because,
when those gentlemen called a meeting
of their supporters for the purpose of
selecting a successor to run the elec-

tion, they found that it would not bo
well to go into such an election at all.

Now, I will give the answer which the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Jones) ventured

to give mo in liiis House on that point,

and I will convince him tllat if ho did

not think that his mnjoritr of

1874 was a strictly party majority,

ho thought it was a majority

on which his party could rely now, or

at all events he ought to have thought

so, because ho said so. The hon. gen-

tleman then said :

—

" The hon. gentleman, in referrinjr to the

condition ol the public mind.eaid that the gov-

ernment had not ventured to open the con-

stituency of Halifax, because they were
afraid tliat an Oppoaition member might be

returned. There was no one more Anxious

than himself, that hie colleague, who had
no long and worthily represented the county,

should have taken that position, if he hod
thought it consistent with his own feelings.

If, howeve'', the hon. gentleman had done so.

and there )iad been an election he would
have been returned by as large a majority as

he (Mr. Jones) hod at the last election."

There, Sir, is his own declaration ; that

is, that his majority of 1874, was, last

election, as I contended it was,

secured with the same condition

of parties that existed to-day,

but with this difference—that the

people, the intelligent electors of

that fine county and city, had had the

opportunity of witnessing the record of

this Administration and its raal-admin-

istration of affairs for four years, and
with that difference the parties osten-

sibly stood in the same position now
as then. And I will invite the atten-

tion of the First Minister to the vei-dict

he has obtained—a verdict obtained, as

I have shown, by an alliance formed

between the hon. gentleman and the

strongest men who formerly were
opposed to him, in violation of all the

principles he had professed and which
were professed by the Government of

which he is a member. No one can

look at that majority of 2,147 cut

down to a miserable majority of 228

votes, without seeing that without the

power of the Crown being exercised,

us it was exorcised, in this

instance, and the withholding of

the writ down to the last mo-
ment, so as to make this question,

then trembling in the balance, valuable

for the Govornnient— instead of having

a small majority of 228, in

place of a majority of over 2,000,

the hon. gentleman would have

boon in a miserable minority. And
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