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existence at the present time. Their fate too has been held up as

a proof that there is no national sentiment in Canada, and that

Canada is not a nation. Is such a fact sufficient proof, or

even the slightest proof of any such thin^ ? Certainly not. It is

only a proof that a club or society, if it is to exist, nust have

some definite object to accomplish. An}- one may at any

time be called upon to testify his affection or his loyalty or

adherence to a creed, but here testifyinj^ becomes monotonous,

and men will not meet regularl)- merely to cr)" " \'ea, yea,'" or

" Nay, nay." There are no Scotland First or Wales First or

England First societies. In Ireland, there arc societies enough to

accomplish national work of some kind or another, but I have

not heard of even Ireland First societies. 'I'he weakness inherent

to political organizations that have no definite work to do is

seen in the difficulty that has beei\ found in forming and

maintaining in existence branches of the Imperial Federation

League. I am a member of that League, but it is evident

that it will soon vanish into thin air, unless some scheme of

cc)mmercial or political union is agreed upon, for the carrying of

which its members may work.

Is there, then, a common national sentiment in Canada,

independent of the vigorous Provincial contingent that we find

in each Province? Is there a common life thai binds these

Provinces and Territories together ? V\ e have a political unity,

but, does that represent any underlying sentiment ? 1 believe

that it does, though the national pul.se is weak and is all but

overpowered by the currents of Provincial interests, which fac-

tion uses in the most un.scrupulous way, and by the cross cur-

rents of racial and religious prejudices, too often sedulously

J,rti,|n*l.l-tVT,r.


