
TAe Steel [SENATE.]

Ion. Mr. SCOTT said with regard to the
first question ther esas an existing contract
from Little Glace Bay to Sydney for $28250
for a tri-weekly service; from Reserve Mines
to Sydney, $156, and f rom Port Caledonia to
Sydney, for $564, makng a total of $1,002.50
for this service. An cfier was made to the
Pasimîster General by a responsible person
to do t he whole service daily for $900 a year,
and temporary tigreement was made at
i hat r ate for a dily service from Cow Bay to
Sydney, covermng the three routes above-
meutioned.

Hon. Mr. MILLER-Without tender?
Hon. Mr. SCOL'I' said it was without

tender. 'Ilhe arraingement being a temporary
one no tenders were asked and no contrait
m ýde, but it was a saving of one hundrea
dollars a year to the public, and the service
was made daily insted of tri.weekly.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOL' said it was an ex.
traordinary proceeding on the part of the
Government. He bad been intormed trat
last year the Government thought proper
to estabhlsti a daily mîil over the routes re-
ferred to, and without following the usual
course, calling for tenders for the work, they
took the contract away from the person who
had been domng it to the satisfaction of
everybody, and Lad given it to another
party without tender or public notice. low
could the Government justify themselves
before the pubie on this matter. Was
every contract with rail vays and other pub-
lie woiks to be considered tempornry ?
This was a system that the country wouli
never suhmit to.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said that the tion.
Secretary of State had shown commendable
zeail in placing information respecting the
firist two ques tous hefore the flouse. and
he might also be able to give information
respec ing the ihird question, which in-
volved a breach of the fundamiental princi-
ples of parliamentaty gover'nment. and tie
weil establisied rules regulating the public
service of the country. The honorable gen-
tleman had adnitted the arrangement was
only a temporary one contrary to the law,
and the Goveinment, he hoped. would be
able to justify it. He hoped they would
alzo be in a position to ask for tenders and
put that contrac on a legAl basis. Tiie
principle involved was a serious one, and,
unfortunaètely, in this case there was a feel-
ing in the Island of Cape Breton that ibis
was a corrupt political job.

Hon. Mr. 800T' said bis honorable
friend could bardly charge the Govern.
ment with coriuption in ibis matter,
as it was not only a saving to the
country, but a better servioe was secured.
If one man could do it for $900, it might be
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possible to discover another that could do it
for *850. The experiment, he fancie-d, was
one very often tried n the Postoffice De.
partment. fe assumed the former contracts
were given out by tender. He night, or
m'ght not, be correct in saying 8o ; but at
ali events there wis pitent evidernce that
under the present arrangement they were
geautng three times as large a service for one
hundred dollars less money.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said, that even admit-
ting what his honorable friend had said to
be true, he did not think it was any justifi-
cation for departing from the mode pre.
scribed by law. He would not undertake to
say for what reason the present mail carrier
undeitook to do the service cheap r th.an
the others, but it waï knowa that the fa-
vored party was a politicail friend of the
representattve of that district, uho was a
supporter of the Government. In that part
of i ie country it was looked upon as a piece
of political :avoritism at the expense of an
opponent.

The motion carriet.
THE STEEL RAiLS,

Hon. Mr. READ moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excetllency the
Governor-General, prayng that His Ex.
cellency will cause to be laid before this
House a statement showing the use which,
bas been made, during the year 18-6, of any
portion of the steel rails pm'chased by the
Government in the years 1874 and 1875. He
said it was within the recolleciion of this,.
House snd the country at large that a cer-
tain quantity of steel rails were puichasod
by tbe Government un the years 1874-75,
and the public mind was at the time con.
siderably agitated as to the necessity of
that purchase, and now, more particulanrly as
to what hand become of th em- It appeared
to him that the contract system bad been
entirely done away with.

The motion cariied.
BUDSON BAT oOMPANY'S LANDS.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS mvved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellencv the
Governor-General, praying that Bis Excul-
lency will cause to be laid before this
House., a copy of all torrespondence that
has taken place between the Government
and the Hudson Bay Company in reference
to the purohase of the lands of the Company
by the Government un Minitoba, District of
Keewatin and the North West Territory.
At the last annu i mneetipg of the Hudson
Bay Compamny," beld in London, reference
was made to correspondence which had
taken place between the representutives of
the Company and the Dowinion Govern-
ment withrespect to the purchase of the


