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Oral Questions

I also wonder how we can reconcile the minister’s answer 
with what was said by the person who appeared on television last 
night and claimed to have been an eye witness to the facts I just 
reported.

The Prime Minister says: Name names. Who, who? Well I can 
name Minister Claude Ryan of the Quebec government who, for 
many years, was responsible for the Sûreté du Québec and who 
said yesterday he had known for years that organized crime and 
the warriors were working together. Perhaps the RCMP should 
talk to the Sûreté du Québec or the Solicitor General could talk 
to his Quebec counterparts.

Once again, my question to the Solicitor General is this: 
Could he tell the House who in the federal government, at the 
political level or otherwise, ordered the cancellation of a major 
police operation planned last December by the RCMP and the 
Drug Enforcement Agency on reserve territory? Who cancelled 
the operation? There was a government here last December.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, 
of course I cannot comment on the RCMP’s operations. Does the 
Leader of the Bloc Québécois want to jeopardize the outcome of 
these investigations with his questions? I wonder why he is 
asking me these questions today.

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): The 
Leader of the Opposition is merely transmitting questions that 
are being asked all over Canada, questions that are reflected on 
television and in reports in the newspapers. It is a very legiti­
mate question. We have a right to know. Canadian and Quebec 
voters have a right to know whether the law is being observed 
and whether there are in this country certain “no go” zones for 
law enforcement. And the Solicitor General has a duty to answer 
these questions.

[English]

Edi is only the second Canadian to win an Olympic men’s 
skiing medal. His achievement is matched only by Steve Pod- 
borski’s result in the men’s downhill at the 1980 Lake Placid 
Winter Olympics. To achieve excellence in his event Edi Podi- 
vinsky had to overcome the pain of injury and adversity. He is an 
athlete with the determination to meet every challenge.

Sport is at the heart of the Canadian identity. It gives 
Canadians a sense of pride, mutual respect and confidence in our 
ability to succeed.

In the spirit of our rich sporting heritage the Canadian 
government is proud to be a partner in building sport for the 
future and in supporting the development of our heroes such as 
Edi Podivinsky.
[Translation]

On behalf of all members I would like to congratulate Edi 
Podivinsky for his remarkable achievement.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

ORGANIZED CRIME
Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr. 

Speaker, last night on Le Point, Radio-Canada broadcast a 
report from a smuggler which confirms there are close ties 
between the warriors and organized crime in Montreal.

In another article published today by journalist Michel Vastel, 
we read that last autumn, the RCMP cancelled two police 
operations that were to take place on a Mohawk reserve near 
Montreal.

Could the Solicitor General or the Prime Minister inform the 
House whether they obtained answers from the RCMP to the 
questions I asked yesterday about warriors involvement in 
certain criminal activities of organized crime in Montreal?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, I 
discussed the matter with the Commissioner of the RCMP this 
morning. He informed me that the RCMP enforces the law 
throughout the country and that it had no knowledge of a drug 
warehouse on an aboriginal reserve in the Montreal area.

I may add that we must take very seriously the information I 
was given by the RCMP commissioner, who is one of the world’s 
leading police officials.

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr. 
Speaker, with all due respect for the work of the RCMP, one 
nevertheless wonders how the RCMP could be expected to know 
what is happening down there if it does not go there.
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Which reminds me, I have another question which is even 
more specific: Could he confirm the allegations published in 
today’s newspapers that the chief of the squad in charge of 
anti-drug operations at the RCMP prevented his officers from 
going on reserve territory to pursue surveillance operations and 
make arrests?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, I 
can assure the Leader of the Bloc populaire, excuse me, the Bloc 
Québécois—it is not very popular right now—

Some hon. members: Very popular!

Mr. Gray: Thus, I can assure the leader of the Bloc Québécois 
that there are no “no go” zones in this country, including 
aboriginal reserves. I cannot confirm the allegations made in the 
article by Mr. Vastel which appeared today, but I repeat that the 
government intends to ensure that people obey the law across


