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voting members. I would ask the minister to
consider this suggestion.

Mr. Orange: Mr. Chairman, in the argu-
ments advanced regarding the principle of a
fully elected council-I think all of us in this
house are in complete agreement. There are
two points, however, that I think should be
brought out at this time with regard to
changing the section as it now stands. The
first is that the council of the Northwest
Territories has a legislative life which expires
on March 31 next year. Second, the Car-
rothers commission is studying the form of
government in the Northwest Territories and
will be presenting their recommendations to
the government of Canada some time this
falL. I suggest that for these two reasons any
change now would be premature.

With reference to earlier statements that
the council has been intimidated by its ap-
pointed members in making recommendations
and agreeing to the concept contained within
this bill, I am afraid I must take objection to
these statements. In my experience with the
Northwest Territories council, which goes
back to 1955, I have yet to see a situation
where the elected members of council were
voting in opposition to the appointed mem-
bers. Whenever there has been division, the
division has been between a group of elected
and appointed members in opposition to a
group of elected and appointed members.

These are the two points I wish to make,
Mr. Chairman. First, that the council still has
10 months of its life remaining; and second,
that the Carrothers commission will be pre-
senting their views and the views of the
people of the Northwest Territories on the
form of government for the area. Therefore,
as was said last night, the amendments before
us are housekeeping only to extend the fran-
chise to those people in the eastern Arctic
who do not now have it. I believe we will
possibly be looking at major revisions of the
Northwest Territories Act next year or this
fall, which I am hopeful will incorporate the
principles enumerated by various hon. mem-
bers who spoke earlier.

Mr. Dinsdale: Mr. Chairman, last evening
at the second reading stage I expressed my
support for the amendment that has been
proposed by the hon. member for Yukon.
General disappointment was expressed last
night by all who spoke at the second reading
stage, and the hon. member for Northwest
Territories has used the expression again,
because the legislation before us is merely a

Northwest Territories Act
housekeeping bill and does not change in any
respect the form of government for the
Northwest Territories. I think in the proposal
made by the hon. member for Yukon we have
an opportunity of adding at least a morsel of
substance to a bill that is otherwise
housekeeping, or we might even call it win-
dow dressing.

The hon. member for Northwest Territories
has indicated that an amendment of this kind
to the bill before us might be premature. I
should like to suggest, as I said last night,
that the time is long past due when the
Northwest Territories council should be an
entirely elected body. I remember that when I
first assumed responsibility for the Depart-
ment of Northern Affairs and National
Resources I was amazed to find that all the
appointed representatives were senior civil
servants. In other words the method of ap-
pointing members to the council smacked
entirely of the old colonial concept that the
administration in the Northwest Territories
should be kept in the hands of the civil serv-
ants. As I recall, the representatives at that
time were the deputy minister of national
defence, the commissioner of the R.C.M.P.,
the head of the Indian affairs branch, and
similar appointments of that kind, so that it
was an entirely non-representative group
from that standpoint.

There has been a gradual movement since
that time, which is a fairly recent period of
Canadian history, in the direction of com-
pletely representative government and eman-
cipation from the close control and domi-
nance of Ottawa. These appointments were
made for the purpose the minister has in-
dicated, to supply some expertise to the
deliberations of the Northwest Territories
council through the appointed members. I am
sure we al agree, in the light of what has
already been said during this debate, that we
no longer need to depend on expertise sup-
plied by appointees from without the territo-
ry. There has been such a marked leap
forward in the economic development of the
north-and this applies to the western Arctic
as well as the eastern Arctic-that we can get
all the skills with reference to public affairs,
all the knowledge in governmental affairs,
from our own people in the area north of the
60th parallel.

I would say, too, that this applies to the
indigenous people in the north. We have seen
the appointment of Mr. Ogpik, who repre-
sents the Eskimo people, and from my contact
with the representatives of the Indian people
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