
370 COMMONS
The Deputy Speaker

Right Hon, W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) moved:

That the address be engrossed and trans-
miitted to His Excellency the Governor General
by such members of the bouse as are of the
honourable the privy counci].

Motion agreed to.

SUPPLY

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) moved:

That this bouse wviil, on Monday next, resoive
itseif into a committee te cousider of a supply
te be granted te H is Majesty.

Motion agreýed to.

WAYS AND MEANS

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) moved:

That this bouse wili, on M2\onday next. resoive
itself into a cominittes te consider cf the ways
and mneans for raising the suppiy te be granted
te His M.\ajesty.

Motion agreed to.

MAIN ESTIMATES 1938-39

Hon. CHARLES A. DUNNING (Minis-
ter of Finance) moved:

Thaý,t the, message of His Exceliency the
Gîîvernor General, together w ith the estimnates
presentei on Fiibrîary 3, 1938, be refcrred te,
the eonnmitîce of supply.

Motion agreed te.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER

A'MENUMENT OIF STANDING GROLE-, 56 TO PROVIDE
FOR AP'OIrNTNIENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

0F COMMITTEES

Riglit Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KI-NO
(Prime Minister) moved:

That standing order 56 be amended by a(lding
the followxing as section (5):

(5) At the commencement of every session.
or- from time to time as necessity may arise.
the bouse may appoint a deputy chairman cf
committees whe shall. m-lencver the chairman
of commnittees je absent. be entitied te exercise
ail the powers veste<l in tlie chairman cf comn-
mittees inciiing his povers as depuity speaker
duiring Mr. Speakter*s unavoidabie absence.

He said: Mr. Speaker, standing erder No.
56 bas te do witlb tbe office and duties of the
Deputy Speaker. The Speaker of t ho House
of Comnmons Aet provi(les that at the begin-
ning of eaeh parliament the bouse shall ap-
point. first, a speaker. aud then a chairman
of comm-ittees. The act also contains pro-
vision for the appoiutment of a deputy chair-
man of committees. but that rigbt bais net

(Mr. Brooks.]

thus far been availod of, and there is at presont
io rule of the bouse relating te a deputy
chairman cf committees.

The circumstance wbicb bas brougbt the
mnatter te tbe attention cf the gox'ernment
at this tîme je that the Dcputy Speaker and
chairman cf committees, Mr. Sanderson, is
likely te ho absent from tbe bouse until to-
wards the end cf March. be baving been
ebosen by the Empire Parliamentary Associa-
tien as eue cf the delegates te represent Can-
ada at the lSOtb anniversary of the foiundiug cf
Australia. It bas been poeiuted out that if it
sbould se bappen that Hie Henour the
Speaker ivere absent at the samne time as the
Deputy Speaker. the bouse migbit, pouding
some action formally agreed upon. find it
impossible te meet until we succeeded in bav-
îng cither Hie Honour tbe Speaker or tbe
Deputy Speaker returu to bis place.

To avoid a pcssibility of tbat kiud, and in
couformance witb the practice foliowed at
Westminster. I hav e introdueed the resolu-
tien uo\v before the bouse. If it is adopted
it xviii make possible the appointmeut of a
deputy te the ebairman of committees, and
I shail then suggest. for this position an bion.
meml)er whose name wili. I boeeo, appeal
te ail bion. members.

I may say that this resolution does net
contemplate the appointment of a deputy
chairm:in for the ontire term of parliameut,
but simpiy for the session and fromi time te
time -as occasion may arise. There are simiiar
orders. net at Westminster only but in the
parliaments of the other seif-govcrniug do-
minions.

Right Hon. R. B. BENNETT (Leader of
the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, it seems to me
that ouly eue question arises iu this matter:
is it competent uder the statute as it now
stands te confer tbe powers of the Speaker
upon a deputy chairman of committees? I
am boîînd to say that I find it difficult te
givo an affirmative answor te that question.
The Prime Miuister (Mr. Mackenzie King)
bas pointed eut thit tbe Speaker of tbe House
cf Comimons Act provides for the election of
a speaker and that under otir standing rule
xve bave a cbairman of committees wbo has
exerciscd the poweis of tbe Speaker xvben the
Speaker bas been absent; but I bave seme
doubt that we can namo a deputy of the chair-
man of committees and confer upon bim the
pewers of the Speaker.

I assume the Minister of Justice (Mr. La-
pointe) bias given this matter bis considera-
tion aud bas arrived at a satisfactory conclu-
sion. otberwise the resoluition weuld net bave
been iutroduced. It seems te me the safe


