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Uncniployment-Mr. Wilton

Mr. H. E. WILTON (Hamilton West):
I should like to say just a few words before
this bill receives third reading. I arn quite
in sympathy with what bas been said by my
hon. friend from Broadview (Mr. Church)
with regard ta the burden of debt that has
been imposed upon the municipalities. I
speak from personal knowledge, having had
several years of experience in municipal
administration; I do know that municipalities
have been burdened beyond the point wbere
tbey can carry on. But I do think at this
tiýme there sbould be no division of opinion
in regard to the necessity of solving the-
problema of uncmployment, because the solu-
tion of that problem will mean the solution
of the problem wbich confronts every munici-
pality in regard ta small home owners, many
of whom are being forced. out of their homes
because of the heavy taxation imposed upon
them by the municipa]ities due ta their need
of extra revenue.

I arn only sorry, Mr. Speaker, that I cannot
agrcc with the proposition to leave the solution
of this problcm ta a commission. To me
that scems ta be simply putting off the evîl
day. To my mind it is the direct duty of
this goveroment and this parliament ta takc
sucb action as will lcad ta an immediate, or
as nearly immediate as possible, solution of
this problem. If this matter is passed on to a
commission no doubt, as commissions usually
do, it will take a considerable length of time
ta briag in its finding, and even after that
report bas been made probably moatbs will
clapse befare anything definite is donc. Look-
ing at the whole question from the point of
vicw of the people wc represent I cannot get
away from the thougbt that the people of
Canada look ta this parliament itself ta settle
such questions as that of unemployment. It
secms ta me that if we have ta appoint com-
missions ta carry out everything wc want
donc the people bad better elect commissions
and do away with parliament. We are sent
bere ta do the business of the country, but
we pass that duty an ta someone else.

Every speaker bas agreed that it is nccessary
ta salve the problem of unemploymcnt and
mucli criticism has been offered, but sa far I
have heard nothing in the way of a solution.
It scems ta me that in bandling aur financial
affairs with regard ta unemployment wc simply
go deeper inta the mire every time wc attempt
ta do anything, because we follow the viciaus
system of barrowing money with wbich ta,
repay borrowed money. No matter wbat is
donc aur national debt is incrcased, and we
are creating a tremendous burden which will
have ta be borne by the next generation.

Instead of cantinuing this vicions circle of
borrowing and using the same money aver
and over again in order ta carry on, Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me the best solution is
ta find some new source of revenue. By that
I do flot mean some new source of taxation
but some new source of revenue which will
bring relief ta the overburdened taxpayer and
which will help the small home owner ta
retain bis property. I believe this goverament
should adopt some ways and means of dcvelop-
ing its own natural resources, thcrcby creating
new wcalth wbicb may be used ta reduce the
national dcbt and relieve the municipalities
of tbe need for the additional revenue they
bave had ta flnd. In turn the municipalities
would be able ta help the home owners who
are already ovcrburdened witb taxation and
dcbt. ýIt seems ta me sometbing along that
lime would he a very constructive step ta take,
since it would open up a new source of revenue
without any additional taxation.

Let me repeat, Mr. Speaker, that in regard
ta tbe solution of the problem of uncmploy-
ment I do flot think there sbould be any
division of opinion in this bouse except,
possibly, as ta the means ta be adopted. My
feeling is that this question should be handled
directly and immediately by this parliament
instead of bcing turned over ta a commission
whicb will Vake montbs to prepare and bring
in a report, and in ahl probability after that
report is brought in we wîll find ourselves
back wberc we are now.

Motion agreed ta and bill read tbe third
time and passed.

CUSTOMS ACT AMENDMENT

Han. J. L. ILSLEY (Minister of National
Revenue) moved the third reading of Bill
No. il, ta amend the Customs Act.

Motion ag-reed ta and bill rcad tbe third
time and passed.

Mr. CAHAN: On division.

NATIONAL HARBOURS BOARD

PROVISION FOR ADMINISTRATION AND CONTROL OF

PUBLIC HARROURS

The hanse resumcd from Tuesýday, April 21,
consideration in committec of Bill No. 17,
respecting the national barbours board.-Mr.
Howe.-Mr. Jobaston (Lake Centre) in the
chair.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Johnston, Lake
Centre) : Wben the committee rose last nigbt
it ivas considering section 3.


