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some and would inevitably be severed be-
fore long.

I understand that for the Britisher, who
has been only a few years in America, the
interests of England remain paramount.
But for the great majority of our people,
for those whose ancestors opened up the
country, for those who can say like the
Roman orator ‘Here are the footprints of
my forefathers,” in a word, for the Cana-
dian-born, whatever their origin, while their
loyalty is assured to England, their energy,
their prospects, their feeling all centre in
Canada, their home their native country.

Such are, Mr. Speaker, the sentiments
which the eloquent spokesman of Canada,
the hon the Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) expressed at the conference. Un-
fortunately the weariness of a long journey
across the sea had impaired his precious
health. I am sure I am voicing the feelings
of my colleagues on hoth sides of the House
when I say that the whole country, made
anxious by the news of his failing strength,
rejoices now to find him restored to health
and capable of resuming the management
of public affairs.

I have then much pleasure in seconding
the motion of the hon. member for Haldi-
mand (Mr. Thompson).

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). Mr. Speak-
er, let me, in the first place extend the con-

ratulations of myself and my friends to
the right hon. the Prime Minister on his re-
storation to health. We are very glad
indeed to know that his trip to the south
has resulted in so very great an improve-
ment to his physical condition, which was
somewhat impaired by the toils, and I sup-
pose also by the festivities, which he had to
undergo during the past summer. I may
say to you, Sir, and to the right hon. gen-
tleman and his friends, that, however, sharp
our political differences may be, no one will
rejoice more heartily than my friends and
myself at the good news that has come to
us of the right hon. gentleman’s improve-
ment in health.

Let me also, Mr. Speaker, congratulate
the mover and seconder of the address on
the very eloquent speeches which they have
delivered this afternoon. My hon. friend
from Haldimand (Mr. Thompson), always
speaks well, and this afternoon he was even
more eloquent than usual. I do not know
quite, to what an extent he was willing to
attribute to the present government the fact
that we have been free from volcanoes and
cyclones in this country during the past
year, but I suppose it would be only in
line with certain arguments which we hear
on the public platform had he announced
that our immunity from these evils has
been to some extent at least due to the
fact that there is a Liberal government
in power in this country. I notice that my
hon. friend the Minister of Customs (Hon.
Mr. Paterson), whom I had the pleasure
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of meeting on certain public platforms re-
cently—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Yes, it is always
a pleasure to meet my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Customs. The hon. gentleman (Hon.
Mr. Paterson) was inclined to give to a
certain extent some credit to Providence
for our prosperity, but I notice that he put
the government a long way ahead, and Pro-
vidence as a very bad second.

My hon. friend the mover of the address,
referred to certain losses which this House
sustained during the past year. I think we
have to mourn the absence of four members,
one on this side of the House and three on
the other. My friend, the late Angus Me-
Leod, who has been cut off in the prime of
life, was a man who, while he did not take
a very prominent part in the debates of the
House, held a very high position in the
business community of this country, and I
believe he had the respect and esteem of
every man on both sides of the House.
The same is true of my late friend Dr.
Horsey ; a gentleman who gave promise of
very great ability in public life ; a gentle-
man who was cut off by a most unfortun-
ate accident in the very prime of manhood,
and whose death we on this side of the
House deplore as much as our friends
opposite. The revered figure of the late
Dr. Christie is now missed from amongst
us. He was a gentleman whose presence
in this House dated from a very long
time ago; 'a gentleman who was hon-
oured and respected on both sides of the
House, and a gentleman whose loss I am
sure we all deplore. The fourth hon. mem-
ber whose absence we have to mourn is
Mr. Maxwell, the late member for Burrard.
My own personal acquaintance with Mr.
Maxwell was not very great, but I am
sure that his loss will be felt by the House
as a whole and especially by my friends on
the other side.

Now Mr. Speaker, with regard to the
speech which has been placed in the mouth
of His Excellency, I would like to call the
attention of my right hon. friend the Prime
Minister to the fact that there is no reference
in that speech to a matter which was con-
sidered worthy of mention in the speech of
last year. I refer to the proposed confer-
ence—not the colonial conference—but the
proposed conference between the represent-
atives of the government of this country
and the governments of Australia and New
Zealand. The speech of last year read as
follows :(—

I have also pleasure in informing you that
the government of Australia and New Zea-
land have accepted an invitation from my gov-
ernment to attend a conference in London next
June for the consideration of trade, transpor-
tation, cable and other matters of intercolonial
concern, and it is hoped that the meeting may
lead to an extension of Canadian trade with



