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soute andi woulcl inevitably ho severed be-
for1e l01ng.

1 uiiderstauti that for the Britislier, whio
lias heemi onlly al few years hli America, the-
iiiterîests of Eîigbi mm remaiti paramnount.
But for the great majority of our people,
foi those w-hose ancestors opened up the
counmtry, for those who can say like tht-
floiiiai orator Illere are the footpints of
muyforefittliers,' in a word, for the Caiia-
dian-bon, whatever their origin, whulle their
loyalty is assured to England, their energy,
their prospects, their feeling ail centre lin
Canada, their home their native country.

Sucli are, Mr. Speaker, the senitimleints
which the eloquent spokesman of Canada,
the lion the Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) expressed at the conference. Un-
fortunately the weariness of a long journey
(cross tlîe sea ihad impaired lus precieus
health. I amn sure I arn voicing the feelings
Of mY colleagues on ba)th sides of the liouse
wlien I say that the whole couintry, made
aixious by tlîe news of lus failing streagth.

rejoi0ces liow to flnd hlm restored to heaIli
andi capable of re-uiig the management
of public uffairs.

1 have tht-n muiieh plensure iii secondiiag
thue Muotioni of the lioa. membem fo 0TrIaldi-

ileid (fm. Thlom1 isomiy

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). '-%r. Speak-
er, let me, in the first place extend the con-
gratulations Of myseif anîd niy friends te
the right hon. the Prime 'Miniister on lits re-
Storation to health. We are very glad
indeed to know that his trip to the south
lias resulted !i se very great anl improve-
ment to his physical condition, which was
somewhat impaired by the touIs, and I sup-
p)ose also by the festivities, which ho had to
undergo during tlîe past summer. 1 niay
say to you, Sir, and to the right lion. gen-
tleman and lits friends, that, however,*sharp
Our political differeuces may be, ne one will
rejoice more heartily than my friends and
myseif ait the geed niews that has come te
us of the riglit hon. gentleman's improve-
ment in health.

Let me aIse, Mr. Speaker, cengratulate
the (nover and seconder of the nddress on
the very eloquent speeches which they hiave
delivered this afteriioon. MUy lion. friend
from Haldimand (Mr. Thompsuil), always
speaks well, and this afternoon lie was evenl
more eloqueiit tlîan usual. I do net know
quite, te, what an extent lie was williuig te
attribute te the present goveramejît the fact
that we have been free from volcanoes and
cyclones in this country during the past
year, but I Suppose it would be only in
line with certain arguments which ive lîear
on the public *platforrn lad hie aiîiouniced
that our immuîîity from tiiese evils lias
been te some extent at least due te, the
fact that there is a Liberal governiment
la power lu this ceuntry. I notice that rny
lion. friend the Minister of Customs (Hon.
Mr. Patersonî), whom I had the pleasure

Mr. DEMERS (St. John and Iberville).

of meeting on certain public platferm-s re-
ceitly-

Some hon. MEM-NBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr. BORDEN (Hlalifax). Yes, it is always
a pleasure te ineet my hon. friend the Min-
ister of Customs. The hon, gentleman (Hon.
Mr. Paterson) was inclined te, give te a
certain extent some credit te Providence
for eur prosperity, but I notice that he put
the goveruiment a long way ahead, and Pro-
vidence as a very bad second.

My hon. frieîîd the mover of the address,
referred te certain losses -%vhiclî this flouse
Sustained during the past year. 1 tlîink: we
have te mourn the absenîce of four members,
one on this side of the lieuse anîd three on
the other. My friend. the late Angus Mc-
Leod, who has been cut off in the prime 0f
life, was a man whe, while lie did net take
a very preminent part lu tlue debates of the
flouse, held a very high position lu the
business cemmunity of this country, and 1
believe hie had the respect and esteemn of
every man on both sides of tue flouse.
The saine is true of my late friend Dr.
Horsey ;a gentleman whe gave promise of
very great ability lu public life ; a gentle-
mnan who was cut off by a most unfortuui-
ate accident lu the very prime of inanhoed,
and whese death we on tlîis side of the
flouse deplore as much as our friends
opposite. The revered figure of the late
Dr. Chrnistie is iow missed from aiuengst
ils. fIe xvas a gentleman whose presence
lu this Ilouse dated from a very long
time ago; a gentleman who was hon-
oured and respected on botb sides of the
flouse, and a gentleman whose loss 1 arn
sure we ail deplore. The fourth hon. mem-
ber whose absence we have te rnourni is
Mr. Maxwell, the late member for Burrard.
My own personal acquaintance with Mn.
Maxwell was net very great, but I arn
sure that his Iess will be feit by the Heuse
as a whole and especially by my frieuds on
the other side.

New Mr. Speaker, with regard te the
speech which has been placed in the mouth
of His Excellency, I would like te caîl the
attention of my right lieu. friend the Prime
Minister te the fact tlîat tiiere is no reference
in tlîat speech te a matter which ivas con-
sidered worthy of mention lu the speech of
last year. I refer to, the propesed confer-
emce-not the colonial conference-but the
preposed conference between the represent-
atives of the goverament of this country
amîd the governments of Australia and New
Zealand. The speech of last year rend as
fellows :

I have also pleasure in inferming yeu that
the government of Australia and New Zen-
land have accepted an invitation from my gev-

ornment to attend a conference in London next
June for the consideration of trade, transpor-
tation, cable and other matters of intercelonial
concru, and it is hoped that the meeting may
lead to an extension of Canadian trade with


