PRESS RELEASE

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
. OTTAWA - CANADA

NO, 55 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1938

THE DEPARTMINT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE HOW.
SIDNEY E, SMITH, SECRETARY COF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, ACCEPTING
THE CORDIAL INVITATION OF THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT, WILL VISIT
BRAZIL IN NOVEMBERs ON THE RETURN JOURNEY HE WILL VISIT MEXICO,

THIS WILL BE THE FIRST FORMAL VISIT MADE BY A CANADIAN SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TO LATIN AMERICA, CANADA’S FIRST
EXCHANGE OF DIPLCMATIC REPRESENTATION IN LATIN AYMERICA UAS MADZ
WITH BRAZIL, WHEN THE CANADIAN LEGATION, LATER RAISED TO EMBASSY
STATUS, WAS OPENED IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN SEPTEMBER 194l¢ THE EXCHANGE
OF DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION WITH MEXICO DATES FROM 1544, THE

ATMOSPHERE CF CANADIAN RELATIONS WITH BOTH COUNTRIES HAS BEEN CONSIST=

INTLY FRIENDLY AND CO-OPERATIVE, AND THE VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PROVIDES AN OFPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE THE
CANADIAN DESIRE THAT THESE GOOD RELATIONS BE MAINTAINED AND STRENGTH«.
INED, BECAUSE THE MINISTER IS ALREADY COMMITTED TO ATIEND THE
DECEMBER YEETING OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL fN PARls; HE WILL NOT
BE ABLE TO EXTEND HIS TOUR TO OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES,. .

MRe SMITH WILL BE ACCOMPANIED 3Y HIS WIFE AND BY A SMALL GROUP OF
OFFICIALS, SEVERAL OF THE CANADIAN HEADS OF MISSION IN OTHER SCUTH
MMERICAN COUNTRIES WILL HEET THE PARTY IN RIC DE JANEIRO AND WILL
ATTEND A TWO~DAY MEETING VUITH ¥R, SMITH AND THE DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIALS
T0 DISCUSS POLICIES AND PROBLEMS OF COMHON INT=ZREST.

MRe SMITH YILL LEAVE FROYM SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, I'MEDIATELY AFTER THE
COLOﬁBO PLAN MINISTERIAL MEETINGS WHICH ARE EXPICTER TO END NOVZIDER
13, {4E WILL REMAIN IN 3RAZIL FROYM NOVEY3ER 17 TO NOVIM3Iy 27
APPROXIMATELY AND WILL THEN SPEND FOUR OR FIVE DAYS IN MEXICO, HE
IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO OTTAVWA DECEMBER 4 OR 5,
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