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Perhaps the mosi immediate, troublesome issue is the easy avaJilabiliry of weapons. The
collection of a large portion of these weapons is a necessary condition for stabilitv andi the re-
assertion of state authoriry in Aibania.

Despice the rnyriad of problems plaguing Aibania, many simple, concrece me=ures can be

undertaken today to diminisb the likelihooci of civil unrest in the future. Canada, as a neurra
country thar is highly respecred by Albanians, is in an excellent position to play an important role
in supporting a varier of stabilizing initiatives.

KOSOVO
Kosovo is a province of Serbia, the largest and mosi powerful of Yugoslavia's two remaining
republics, and is about twice the size of Canada's Prince Edward Island. This landlocked,
mounrainous territory has sufficient minerais and other natural resources ro make it a valued prize
in an otherwise impoverished. region. By the tura of the century, Albanians were already a majority
in Kosovo and in the aftermaffh of the Second Worid War, their numerical superiorry grew sreadily
due ro a high birth rate, lower infant mortality and the out-migranon of Serbs. Today, there are
about 2.2 million Kosovmr, of whom about ninec percent are ethnic Aibanians, eight percent
Serbian, and the remnainder primarfly Montenegrin. WhilehAlbania's implosion in 1997 took many by


