(C.W.B. November 3, 1950)

SEES NEED FOR AID TO UNIVERSITIES

MR. ST. LAURENT’S U:. OF T. ADDRESS: The
following is an excerpt from the address of
the Prime Minister, Mr. St. Laurent, at the
Autumn Convocation, University of Toronto,
on October 27:

"™Mr. Amold Toynbee has pointed out in a
recent article that, if the Communists continue
in their present course, ‘we may.see them
rouse the Westem World to cure itself of the
faults for which the Communists denounce it,
and to fulfil, in our own Westem way, any
admirable aims that are onCommunism's official
agenda.’

"Of course it is not the intention of the
Communists to push our Westem civilization
into putting its house in better order, but
there are increasing grounds for believing
that is what they may be accomplishing.

NEED FOR ARMED STRENGTH

"The so-called ‘iron curtain’ has failed
to conceal from the Westem world the wide
disparity between the theoretical aims of
Communism and the actual social accomplish-
ments of Communist totalitarianism, and the
number of those in the Westem World who are
deceived by Soviet pro mgnda diminishes week
by week. But the military strength of Communist
Russia and the policies of its masters in
these post-war years have convinced all but
the blindest among us that the only hope of
immediate security for the rest of the world
lies in. building up ammed strength sufficient
to be an effective deterrent to the potential
aggression of this latest military tyranny.

"Moreover, I think we all recognize, after
the terrible experiences of this twentieth
century, that a third world war, no matter how
complete our ultimate victory, colild not fail
to be a major disaster for civilization. If
war should come between those who profess the
gross materialism of Communist ideology and
those who accept the moral ideals af our
Christian civilization, I am fimly convinced
that the powers of evil, like the gates of
Hell, would not prevail. But such a struggle,
regardless of the outcome, would itself be a
disaster. Consequently all of us who are
seriously concemed about the preservation of
civilization simply have no choice hut to do
our part in providing- the absolutely indis-
pensable insurance aginst that disaster. Qur
first duty to civilization is, therefore, the
provision of sufficient military strength,
including the industrial strength on which
real military strength today is based, to make
the risk of starting another war a risk not
worth taking.

"For the last two years, the building up
of that deterrent strength through the North
Atlantic Alliance. and, more recently, through
the Mnited Nations action in Korea, has been
the first preoccupation of the Govermment of
Canada and of the governments of the free

nations with which we are associated. The
provision of effective insurance against
another world war is likely to continue to be
one of our main problems for a good many years
to come.

"This policy of insurance through strength,
in these times of rapid technological advance,
is bound to make tremendous demands upon our
uhiversities to provide scientific and pro-
fessional training and also the higher kinds
of technical training. These demands are par-
ticularly severe in a country like ours, which
is developing new resources at such an amazing
rate, and it is very important that all these
demands should be met, and met adequately. In
meeting them, the universities are perfomming
essential, national services.

TERMS OF DECADES

"But we have to recognize at the same time
that there is another side to the preservation
of civilization It will never be enough to
have sufficient strength to deter or restrain
the extemal enemies of civilization. The task
of keeping alive and flourishing the civiliza-
tion we are organizing ourselves to protect
may not be quite so urgent in the short run,
but it is equally vital if we are thinking not
in tems of one or two years but of one or two
decades.

"A free civilization cannot be preserved
behind an iron curtain, however strong, And 1
doubt if anyone believes that there can be any .
enduring civilization without freedom for in-
dividual men and women.... :

" ..we have only begun the task of pre-
serving civilization when we have provided
security against the forces of barbarism frem
without. We must also provide security against
the influences of barkarism we have found in
the midst of our civilized communities. To
preserve civilization, we have to nourish the
spirit within.

"Qur Westem world has accepted the doctrine
that men and women have the right to choose -~
and to dismiss - their govemments for them-
selves; and to order their affzirs as they see
fit, It is evident, therefore, that if we are
to preserve civilization. we must keep alive
in our populations an attachment to the values
of civilization; and we must make sure that
the benefits of civilization are available to
the many and not reserved for the few.

"We cannot neglect the less fortunate in
our owri midst, nor can we ignore the plight
of nations less fortunate than our own. The
preservation of civilization requires us to
help those untold millions, most of them in
Asia, to improve their standards of life and
to achieve a situation they will feel it is
worthwhile to defend. Despite our relatively
small population, we have advantages here in
Canada which fit us to contribute effectively
to a combined effort to convince the less




