
gotiations. Canadian interests abroad
were handied by British diplomatic
and consular authorities. Ail com-
munications to other governments
were made through the Governor
General in those early years.

Canada's first attempts to have a
diplomatic representative appointed
in the United States were made to-
wards the end of 1917. Owing to the
Importance of the constitutional
issues that were raised, the project
was postponed until the end of the
war. Early in 1918, a Canadian War
Mission was established at Washing-
ton to provide adequate representa-
tion and to secure dloser co-opera-
tion in the conduct of the war effort.
Soon after the war, the question of
diplomatic representation was re-
vived, and by 1920 the governments
concerned agreed that a minister
could be appointed to Washington.
In spite of this agreement, the actual

were followed by a decade of con-
solidation. The next step in the ex-
change of diplomatic representatives
with other countries was taken when
Belgium sent a minister to Ottawa in
1937. In January 1939, Canada estab-
Iished legations in Belgium and the
Netherlands.

With the outbreak of the Second
World War, it became imperative
that Canada have closer and more
direct contact with other govern-
ments of the Commonwealth, with
the allied governments and with cer-
tain other foreign governments. The
day after Canada's separate declara-
tion of war on September 10, 1939, it
was announced that the Canadian
Government would send high com-
missioners to Australia, New Zea-
land, South Africa and Ireland. The
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