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In 1992, the Chilean production of gold was 33, 774 kilos. Only

a decade before, it barely surpassed 3,000 kilos. This impreasive

growth began with the start-up of the El Indio mine at the end of

the 1970s. Traditioiially, gold production camne as a by-product of

copper mining. Only with El Indio ha. gold mining in itself becorne

a pri.ncipal activity, mainly as open pit opêrations.

Foreign companies cuzrently produce rnost of the gold in Chj.le.

The increase in gold production wil.l thus depend on new

prospections and new foreign irwestment. Projects for gold

production currently under study, however, could expand production

to37.5 tons in 1995.

As with gold, silver production has increased substantially

over the last dce. In 1980, the annual production of silver was

under 300 tons, while in 1992 it ha. clixmbed to over 1,000 tons.

medium- term projections, however, estimate silver output at around

qnof tons bv 1995 (See Table 3 in the Statistical Apendix) . In


