
Recent developments in xuanufacturing, such as just-in-tiine
inventory control have f orce<1 suppliers to increase their
stockholdings while users reduce theirs. Thiis trend iLn conijuniction
with the high cost of land, buildings and labour has increased the
need for sophistication in the storXing, processing, packiT1g and
despatching of goods. Neverthees, fully automuated systeus stil 1
represent a minority part of the total muarkcet and offer an
attractive markcet opportunity..
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