
Switzerland in international finance and economy, the
Honourable Michael Wilson, Minister of Finance, paid an
official visit in November 1985 for discussions with senior
financial executives, and Deputy Minister of Finance Stanley
Hart met with senior Swiss officials at Berne in March 1986
to explain the Canadian budget. An important delegation com-
prising the Minister of Regional Industrial Expansion and 18
senior Canadian business leaders attended the Davos Sym-
posium panuary 30-February 6, 1986) of world leaders at
which the Minister for Regional Industrial Expansion presid-
ed over a special seminar on Canada entitled "Fostering enter-
prise - Canada's response to the global challenge."

Other European countries
While Canadian trade with Greece has declined in recent years
to settle at under $100 million annually, Canadair signed an
important contract in March 1986 for the sale of three CL-215
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waterbombers. The North Aegean Petroleum Corporation
(NAPC), whose majority owner is Denison Mines, is the largest
single foreign investor in Greece, and operates both oil and
gas offshore fields. While negotiations underwent some dif-
ficult periods and exploration drilling was sometimes halted,
the NAPC and the Public Petroleum Corporation (owned by
the Greek state) arrived at an agreement in October 1985
whereby the latter has become a partner in the consortium.

Canada and Ireland enjoyed a good political atmosphere
highlighted by the May 1985 visit of Prime Minister Garret
Fitzgerald. Increased attention was focused on Ireland after
the Air India crash off the Irish coast. There was also grow-
ing interest in trade development, particularly in the telecom-
munications and transportation sectors, after the visit to
Canada by the Irish Minister of Communications in October
1985.
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Canadian imports from Western Europe by country
(in thousands of dollars)

1983

Greece 44 119'
Iceland 3 234

Ireland 107 266

Italy 798 497

Malta 2 263

Netherlands 349 756

Norway 313 562

Portugal 58 337

Spain 181 949
Sweden 415 759

Switzerland 407 973

Turkey 12 809

United Kingdom 1 809 753

West Germany 1 574 798

TOTAL 7 538 276
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