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Vertical Writing.

What bus been spoken of by many as an educational fad
scems likely te become an establisbed (set, and vertical
writing to take the place of the ohd sloping hand tW a very
large extent lu our seboole. This suddeu demnud for books
In uprigbt writiug bas called forth s number o! systeme
basti]y prepared, by persona wbo bave bad no experieuce lu
teaching the new style, even by men wbo do not themeves
believe lu it, for publîshers who are more eager te catch the
market than te suppiy sehool-books that wiil win increasing
approval. because they secure the best possible traiuing.
Messrs. A. P. Newlande aud B. K. Row, o! Kingston, Ont.,
wbo have been experimeuting fer a long time with thousaude
of children of ail scheol. âges, bave prepared a series of
books soon. to ba published by D. C. Heath & CJo., Boston,
te be kuown as "HeaM1'a Vertical Writing BRooks"1 These
books have beeu growiug eiowiy sud steadiiy for several
years, sud amoug other excellent features will present a
serieB of copies eepeeially noticeable for çsimplity, legi-
bility, strength, barmony, practicabiilty and beauty. The
letter forme given are typaI ; bence admit of shight modiîfi-
cations according tW the varying teste sud temperameut of
the wrlter, thon tendlng te iudividuality lu writlng.

1300X REYIEWB.

GÂGEc'e Booa-KERPiNsa BLAxxe; 142 pages; ruled. Price
85 cents. Publiebed by the W. J. Gage Company (Ltd.),
Toronto. This beok ws prepared lu accordance with
tb. regulations of th. Education Department for Outario
for tie primary examination aud commercial certificates.
It le a cheap sud excellent book for te studeut for a
short course lu single and double eutry.

SU£PLMBIZTRàxY EXRîmIoExe oMAÂCMUJ,Âx' PtoGoSuSeIVn,
Fxzxçou Couse (firet year, 189)4) The serles ef IlFrench
Course"I books, edited by Fasnacht, sud publiîsbed by Mar.
millan, of London and New York, le arranged for a tbree
years' course of study. This supplementary book hbas beau
compiled, esys the preface, "at the ofteu-repeated requeet
of experieuced teachers,"1 who fiud that their pupils caunot
get over the ground so fat as tbe successive lesus take
them. 0f course tbis book is well prluted. More use ie
made o! leaded type. The vocabulary is good The
liaisons are carefully niarked. But we sbould like to
remark: (a) That ail these books of Macmillau's course
ehould have a more d.illnite lookiug page; the eye should be
caught by begiuuing and ending, aud so lat one feel ou.
had begun a definite leeson and ended it. This le eveu
more true o! the second course, itl ooks a vague wilderness
to a papil turulng over thb. baves. Ileavy type abould
mark off each leseon, And so Iin the original tiret year
book wbere the verbe are given;- a few mnore leaves used
could meke the verb-tabie mucb clearer iooking - a great
thlng. The perfect, as formed (rom the pres3eut, ehould b.
put opposite it-the old grammaire dc8 grammtaire8 wa ex-
cellent lu that. And il ie inexcusable, lu the original tiret
year book, Wo put. for beglunere, the pluperfeet sud the past
aulerior e<nfusedly huddled logether. (6) Why muet even
Macmillan%' houe have these disjoiuted sentences lu exr

cises : IlIt is TuesdaY. Wbere la the cock ? The cock is
on the rope. The map la useful,"1 etc ?To have from the
first an exercise on which the teacher cau say something, a
suggestive exercise, is a beip to teacher and taught. We
know few things more fatîguing than these aimless, dis-
jointed remarks. The heaiîhy mid rescrits, and even
rejeets them, (c) That leads us to say that we hope no
teacher will ever use this Ilfirst cou~rse '"-with or without
the supplementary exercise8 unie8s at the same time
he or site gives dictation; taiks to the pupils a littie ln
French; makes them pronounce distinctly and exactly;
reads some consecutive passages, and teaches theru t use
the auxiliary verbe in sentences aloud-all those from the
first. As a Harvard professer bas lateiy said: -Sight-
reading may be begun the first week., . . First year
students in Harvard, for instance, rend through Halevy's
' L'Abbé Constantin,' Erckmann -Cbâtriaires Madame
Thérése,' Labicbe's ' La Poudre aux Yeux' 1 ad 1 Le Voyage
de M. Perrichon,' George Saud'a 'La Mare au Diable,'
beaides Mérimée's 'L'Enlèvemeut de la Redoute,' aud ex-
tracts f rom Souvestre and other wrlters," W. P. S.

METHODS 0p TEcAcuHiNo MoDaaRN LAiNouAGze. Papers on
the value and ou niethoda of modern language instruction.
By various American professors. Boston: Heath & CJo.
This is the book from whîch the extract at the close of the
lst review ls taken. It is a buook of mucli imiediate
interest tW teachers of modecru languages; ail should buy it,
as well as Colbecke On the Teaching of Modern Lmn<juarjes
in Theory arnd Practiée. (Camibridge Pitt Press Series).
Tbere are mauy and soretimes coufficting opinions given;
but no Ilteachable"I teacher could (ail te get useful bluts
for hie work by reading these books. R1e certainly would
ha filled wlth soins proper dissatisfaction when he reade of
Ilone of the plesautest eights-to see scoles huudred and
odd studeuts listening, * witb ail their ears,' to s ten or
twelve minutes talk lu French; students wbo, tbree or four
months before, hsd neyer heard a word of the language."
A professer in the saine university adde, indeed : "One of
the most fatal mistakes that teuchers of modern lauguages
ln colleges atre liable tu maken is to hurry their classes ton
mucb. The lime sloted te their work is short and their
aime are high; no wonder, tbey ofteu give'their students ton
difficuit work. . . . It would 'be impasible to use
Germani exclusively lu very large tiret or second year classes.
But even iu classes of forty or fifty a sligbt beginniug may
b. made. The least that inay lie exp)ecteýd (romt the very
beglnning le that no sentence shahl ever be trauislated util
the German bas been rend aloud. This reading of the text,
so far f rom delaylng rapid progress, ais sonne teachers tblnk,
results ultlmately lu a great gain of tires. It le the only
way etudents can ever ha taugbit to comprehend the con-
struction and meaning of a sentence at the tiret glence
without translation into Englilsb' But then comnes the
question about thé learnere. Professer NMarshall Elliott, of
Johns Hopkins' University, wrltes: " Suppose the learner
occasionaliy bas a sensation that h. i8 working. What of
It? There are worse things in the ivorMd than that.
it le no part of the tektcher's business Wo mafke things easy
et the expense of thoroughness. It is a mnistake if he thinks
that the real and laeting regard cf bis pupil can be won iu
that way. Healthy boys and girls, and young mnu and
young womeu in school aud college, do net want au easy


