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THE WESTERN UNIVERSITY AND AFFILIATION.
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a general disapprobation in founding a new deg
.confel'l"ing college, have subsequently shown themselves not lack-
g .in enterprise.  Within the short space of three years, after
ing wiosted from a somnolent Legislature a charter giving
I extraordinary powers, they have issued their Prospectus
and Calendar, celebrated amid much pomp their inauguration,
M gathered together some thirteen students to be instructed by
&'staﬁ' apparently powerful and varied. A vigorous circula-
Slli)n of the contribution box at home and al.')road is expected to
PPIY the ginews of war, doubly necessary in a case where the
ture has, in more senses than one, been so heavily mortgaged.
5 ¥et, however, a long way from becoming a University in
e tli“z‘-’{ ﬂ'lse than name, t].my ]mV('x f.\u'tv]\er‘advanced by takin.g
C 0 avail themselves of the privilege given them by their
'se:r:éf I‘ncm-pomtion, ma ctlauso, (4 I Viet., Cpr. 70, sec. 10) v.vhich
of the most extraordinary features of that extraordinary
w?:ix til‘]lis %'ccti()-n, WI.IE(:]] gives them t.hc power of aﬂiliatiflg
ang PO;_et.Umvcrm?y of lumnt:o, was, as is well known, & partial
p‘)l‘te‘rgl 1C concession to' pul)h)c opinion on the part of its sup-
S the true meaning of which is only now becoming
MOUghly 1 derstood.
s clause in question runs as follows :
als, “{0 College with university powers hereby ereated may,
2 Us own gnotion, become affiliated in respect of any of lt_s
Versitles Or departments, other than divinity, with the said Uni-

halty"()f Toronto, upon compliance with its statutes in that

“Omet}

. In othe words, on conforming with the formalities of the
Wit} SItY Statutes, the Western U niversity can obtain affiliation
e Uni\’cl'sity ot Toronto, whose diseretion to accede, refuse,

ke torg is thus apparently annulled. It is manifest that

in :: o0 with other and minor institutions is a subject in decid-.
hag « POn which the University Senate ought (as it very propelle
tion wi tle Past) to exereise its most deliberate judgment. . Afhlia-
tep s 1 tl}e Institute at Woodstock was grathed only on
to be’ énd atter prolonged discussion and dehberatl.on. It ought
Simg r& 1°WI}, apart from qucsti().n:s of general po!lcy on every
lmPOse( application, that the additional labm: and inconvenience
N the University officers and examiners, and the ex-

hich, however small, is at present a serious question),
es:rf)ul.ly Justified by the results. Moreover, af.ﬁliation itself,
YIng competition, does away pso facto with one of the

Mg
Sest €Xcuses for the establishment of new universities.

Univ ut. Nobwithstanding all this, we find that the Western

the rs.lty can force, whenever it so wishes, an affiliation, which

Tate, hm'vemity of Toronto, in the face of the Statute at any
S 110 option of refusing.
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1 all these considerations, there is the general im-
at the Provincial University is being used as a means
Urther aggression on the part of the Western Univer-

sity. The Senate would undoubtedly carefully weigh this eip-
cumstance, were it worth its while to do so in a case where
deliberation may be useless.  Those who are interested in
educational matters, and the public generally, will neverthelesy
do well not to lose sight of these facts and possibilities. It is
true that the Legislature has enacted that the course of study
and qualifications for obtaining degrees in the Western Uni-
versity shall be sinilar to those in force in the University of
Toronto, thus vaguely endeavoring to clog the fatal tendeney of
its own Statute towards lowering our general standard of Univer-
sity education. But the same active spirits who, not animated
solely by a desire to furnish the people of Ontario with a higher
type of culture, and in the face of not a fow dithiculties, obtained
an Act which gives them such unusual and unnecessary powers,
are unlikely to be deterred, unless publie opinion is pronounced,
from applying to the same quarter for even greater privileges,
and, it may be, for substantial assistance, While, therefore, we
do not necessarily oppose affiliation in this case, and, in fact,
advocate a liberal policy wherever it does not conflict with
our undoubted rights, we would venture to enter an cemphatie
protest as well against this Statute as it now stands as against
the peculiar policy of which it is the legislative expression,
The Provincial University ought to stand in no subsidiary relation
to a minor though aggressive institution, primarily eveated al-
most expressly for theological, and incidental] y only for secular,
instruction ; and dangers from such sources can he most thorough-
ly appreciated, and, if necessary, overcome by our fairly 1"&ci‘ng
them at the outset. The history of the University of Toronto is
made up of successive concessions to denominational Collegos ;
the time hasnow comewhen we should abandon that policy, and
assert our position and rights as the Provincial Institution.

THE most serious consequences likely to follow the late hazing at
University College, are from the erroneous impressions made upon the
public mind by the press of Ontario. Any accounts have been based
in every instance upon the untounded statements published in the Glode.
To quote the Kingston &ews: ¢ The people of this province feel g proud
satisfaction in paying $50,000 a year for the purpose of giving Ingennous
youths that more lofty and 1'eﬁ{19.(1 culture w}ﬁch enables them to get rid
of whiskey in wholesale quantities.” T}xg (lobe has scattered hroudeast
germs that may grow into living opposition to University College, and
has given outlying colleges a handle against it that may he worked to
its disadvantage. Why it has dolne this it would be difficult for nsost
people to see, but the writer gt the reports, by his own admission,
knowingly published untruths for the purpose of eliciting the truth.
Such a policy would be unworthy anyone, bus when pursued by a public
writer, who has it in his power to poison the public mind with his in-
ventions, it is condemnable in the extreme. A fajrer course, if publicity
had to be given the affair, would have been to have carefully weeded
the statements of both parties, and to have published only such as could
have been substantiated by 1'elial?le evidence, and even perhaps, for the
sake of the College, to- have given the benefit of any doubts to the
seniors, who must be the blameworthy party in the eyes of the public.
A course of this kind would never huve necessitated the (/lobe’s being
“glad to learn that the affair at University College was not nearly so
bad as at first represented ; ” that is, as represeuted by the Globe. There
are two views of the question, the public one and that of university men ;
and it would, for very obvious reasons, be hard, even under ordinary




