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THE GREEK OR EASTERN ORTHODOX
çHURCH.

lIE terni 1 Greek'' as ap-

c~plied to a brandi of the

SCliristian Church conveys

a quite different meaiiilig

at the prescut timie fron

Swhat it dîid fourtedfl Or

fiftccn centuries ago. In
the first five or six centuries it was

tncereiy a geographical determiillationl

Ulsed il, reference to that part of thc

Christian Churci wvhijch occupied the

e'asteri portions of the Roman limpire

Wihere Greek was thc langUage gener-

ally spokexi. When thc terni is used

'Il our dlay it indicates uiot melcdy thc

nationial or prcdominating church iii

aily particular section of country, but

achurci having isown distinctive

doctrines, rituahistic formns and nuetho-

ds Of goverumnent. Tic main body of

adhercnts of the Greek Churc is "0fl

long9er to be found in Grý-.k-spcakiîîg

"Ontries and i those sections where

it had its Origin. it is aniong the

Slavs that the Greek or Easternl

Cilurch COunits by far thc largest nuln-

ber of its nleinbers, thougli in passitig

~tS t new homie it lias ulidergolîe

Sorne~ slight modifications. The teri

"Greek Churcli ' is tised by' somne

OlliY ili reference to that braiich of tic

Christian Churcli whiich rec09gIizes the

Prilnacy of thc patriarch of Constalîti-

flople, but as this limitation would

excitnde tlue Russian Chuircli, which in

forni and doctrine is essentially the

sanie as the Greek Churcli though for

now niearly twO illundred Years it lias

been indcependellt of the see at Con-

stantiflople, we prefer tu tise the terni

iu a broad sense as applyillg to doc-

trinle and forn. liot locality. The main

difference as we shall see betweeii this

brani of the Creek Church and1 the

otber branches is that iii the Russian

Chut ch ecclesiastical suprdnacy us

vested in the Czar jnistead of iii a

chuîrcli dignitary.

In the first centuries of the Christian

cra the ChUrcli t 11rughout Christendoni

was essentially one in doctrine and iii

formi, though no doubt froni the very

first slight differences exi.-ted in differ-

cnt localities; but before the Churcli

had conipleted. three cenuries of its

history thcre were indicationis of a

coiiug struggle betwcen its easterfl

and western branches. The cast and

the West differed in temper and habits

of thought ;tie eastern muiiid was

always more giveln to iiictaphysical

speculation and theorizilng than the

westernl, whilc thc latter surpassed thc

former ini practical matters. Wc can

sec this différende colillng ont in later

history whjen thle caStern Cliuirch con-

cernied itself with baren theological

spectilation whic the western made
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