
MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

Home-Made Tools.
TIIERtE is an idea worth thinkhing a good deal

about in the following littie incident which a
Fairlield coulnty corr'esponîdent sends to the
Country, Gentlenian: ''A iiew tool made fromi
an old One would have been considered ail ina-
possibility a few weeks ago, but necessity is the
mother of invention. The garde» fork got
broken. It wvas a heautifull late spring mnorni-
ing, tîte garden was in fine shape to be plantedl
and the seeds and their iiiistress impatient to
have the wvork go forwardl. It was miles to
town. We luidc no substi i tte for a forli but a
clumnsy stale hvl not cen a -ardener's
spado. Just wlien ready to give iup the job for,
a stili later oppjortiumty, one of the boyýs was
heard vigorously using'lhamnier ai-d colà chisel
at the barn. In a few minutes lie came inito
the garden, flushied with, success and pride,
bearing aloft what appeared to be a short, stiff
spatde. A fevr words of explanation slîowed ib
te bave been muade of an old shovel wlîich hiad
lain idie for a number of yecars becaiuse the point
wvas worn off it. Hee had nerely eut off the

sides, leaving the stiff backç and middle portion
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the ncw tool was tried, it was unaniniously
pronouniced timely, uisef ul and permanent-use-
fui not only in preparing- the garden, but in
digging liorse-radish, settîng ont small fruits,
pie-plant, young trees, and a dlozen other jobs
wherc eveni a fork would flot serve well. Ini
diggling post holes, it performis a uno.t useful
mission.

Many another shovel might be thus trans-
forxned, and many a farier w]o dees not knlow
bhe usefuhnuss of the English sian,, could
easily provide hinîscif ivith'one of thiese tools
by bnngthe lmread M.ade of an old shovel at
:in exact right angle with itself, as show-n in
fig. 2. For the raýpid getting out of v)eat and
mulck, titis tool bias ne equa, as it will eut twe
sides of each block at one stroke, anîd whien the
bog is once .ol)CflCd, cvery motion produces a
comnpletc brick,

A Diteh Dlgger.

Tur. question of drainage is, as &Il farmuers
ltnow, a most important one, and any contri-
vance which simplifies or reduces tlue labor of
digging is welcorne. The following cut shows

hlow simply it is made, and the interview which

was furnished by Mr. L. Coggshall, of West
Croton, to Mr. Chapman, a writer on the Rural
Newv Yoi-lcer, explains hi useful it is:

" If I could find a mnan to hire," says Farmer
Çoggshall, "lie would di,- the ditch for 25 cents
per rod, but I woull ]lavé to board him. Those
200 rod just cost me that finished, including
the cost of icking up) the stones. The Ioosening
of the dirt is the bard )art, an d the digger saves
about haif the cost ansd a good deal of backachle,
and this suits me pretty xvell when I arn in
the ditch Myseif."

"How do you work it?"
"In loai put one horse on each side, of the

ditch. I have a long, round evener whiehi does
not drag the dirt back into the ditch, like, a
square one. In liard dlay 1 put a teami on each
side. Oxen are best in rnud and very soft
places."

IIow deep can you dig?9
"The hiandies are adjustable so that I can

dig four- feet, if necessary."
Do you lise any otheèr tools ?
We go througli with a 3)10w and turn the

sod, and plowv back in the trench, tieu. shovel
out; then put in the digger.

"'Do yout break it ever?"I
" No! It is durable; it will Iast a lifetime."
" How mucli did you ever dig in a day, any-

how? *
"With two teains and two Iîired mcn I dnlg

40 rods 2ý, feet deep in one day. It took one
man anotiter day to level the bottoiu ready for
the tiles."

"What was the soil?"
"About a foot of muck and the rest hard

Clitj', pretty fast work. How do you level
the bottorn?

1' like to wait tiil the water starts and lay
by that. There must be no sags to do gooi
work, The fine dîrt, sult, will settie in low
places and stop up the throat."

Potato or Apple Crate.

THE following crate lias been found te be very
handy on thie frm. It is made to hold aueven
bushel.

A wagon wvilI hold three of such boxes when
placed side by side, and as many as one may
wisli cai be piled on top of these three. They
Can be ste.adied on the wagon by raising the toi)
siats a quarter of an inch above the ends. A
fariner provided withl 50 or 100 of these dis-
trîbuted in a potato field, wlien. digging, can
fill and leave them standing until lic is rcady to
draw thei and wviIl find them a great saving
of labor in liandling, besides bcmng very handy
for marketing or cellar storage.

BrETTER wait unitil the soul dries than plowrv
it when wet and cold.

ltrGULAit hours for rising, going to work
and quitting work are j ust as essential to Suc-
cess on the f arm as in the store or oflice.

DoN'T forget to, get in a barrel of air' slacked
lime. iNothing is better for sprinkling over
the platforms after you have cleancd off the
manure. Also scatter liberùlly over the hien
lieuse floor.
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TnE currant worrm shows himself now; 1H11i
with a dusting or two of hellebore before bc
has time to get large or raise a second genera.
tion ; and lie is not a very formidable foc.

THE, rains of May have brought up a luxuri.
ous crop of weeds which must be rooted up at
once before thecy become too strong. The yen'y
small children oughit to bc trained to weed seeM
beds carefully and their spare, time from les.
sons could not be more profitably nor, as a ride,
more pleasantly eunployed.

IT is now nearly a year 5Îlce -the first coni.
sigrnnent of frozen meat froma Australia n'as
delivered int E gypt. The trade seems to hime
already becorne a permanent one.

THE, best crops should be housed early. ]Re.
member this applies to the children. Hoiuse
themn early at night and see that they iwe
houised at school early in the morning. l'le
children are the best crop on thefa.-Meq
landi Farnier.

Tunr cold weather having thrown garileu
wvork behind, a great deal still remains to be doeý»
which shou]d flot be, neglected, thougli later tiai
usual. It pays to attend to the garde», and tlie
extra labour'in the present rush will be forgot.
ten when the yield i s gathered in later on inu Hie
year.

A RUSSIAN armiy officer whio lias been experi
nîenting in the training of falcons te carrn
despatches, says that these birds are superior
to carrier pigeons for mnessenger service. Tlue
falcon is mnach the stronger, and some, of then
have carried a weiglit of four pounds without
material hindrance to speed.

IN seeding for permanent pasture, about oae.
eighth. of the seed should be meadow fox1i il
(Alopeourits). This is not the troublesoime
weed (Setaria) calledl foxtail, but a mest vali*
able grass relishied by cattie, anîd very nuri-
tious. it is tliree or four years in reachiing
inaturity, as the more permanent a gras, s k
the longer time it talces to attain its f(ili
growtll and sod.

CIIILDIRN should becomo early acquainted
with thie naines and habits of insects. Tlii
tliey can do by guarding seeds and plants front
their ravage s. While engaged witli nature, let
thena become niaturalists and let their informii
tion, scant thiough it may )c ni maîiy cases, l
exact and i)nethioclditlly obtaiined. Combiv
the pursuit of a study with practical utility aad
you train. the iid to habits which are Pasilý
acquired iii youth and are of immense value tc
the grown up ian or woinan.

Tian Gardenersi Moit/e/g gives the follo- viii
good recipe for the shiading of greenhouses:_
Take one pound common whiting, one ounce0
the bcst glue, one-quarter ounce bichromiati
potashi. Soak the glue the day before usiiar.
mnelting in a commion glue pot, and then dissolv,
the bichromnate in warm water. Mix the le,
teniais and tiain down to the consistency requii
ed. This compound after exposure to lighti i
almost as adhierent as oil paint. By reducil,
the amount of bichromate, the imatenial eaui
made also retentive,

A coat of this wash on the greenhouse ývi
last the whole summer, and it is easier to wàS
off than the lirnewash. Stir constantly whili
applying.


