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Mabel Bethuine;
O k,

TI-IE DRU.TKARi)'S \VJFI.

OME, Fr'ied," said Harry Nobletan ta bis
~tocotupanieat, ''this is Mayinig ])ay. Ilu, for

the woods !
STlîcy %vers accu weudîttg their way acroso

the îneadow aend inte the lane which led ta the aid
aid familiar path that tneauderedl tbrough the
flowery wood. Tlîey hopedtojoiu tîe young people
who bad set eut before tbicua, but tbey were eut of
sight and souud. Fred propased gaing ta a beauti-
fut littie lake, which hty a short distance te tbieir
left and spend tîteir tîtue fishîng (they bad fisbing
tackie witb them) tilt tic pieîic party returned.
As tbey moved off tlcey beard a very sweet vaice in
the direction of the wvoods addressing saine eue in a
pleadiug but reproving toue. IIMeredith I cauDaL.
MWby -will you grieve me by your persistence, when
you know sny reasan for nlot liaking mny fate ta yours
is jst ? I thought you wvere gone or 1 wotuid not
have came becre to-day. Yau told me Iteet evcning
you intonded leaving for Europe titis rncrninig."

"ThaL wvas îny intention. "
"Wbat thon breugit you tiere?"
1I cauld nlot gyo without again visiting titis lcved

haunt whorc wve wandered se cf ten in cbibdbocd."
.lDo net speak of chilihood's heppy heure. I

wish you were as fetterless now as in those ducys.
las ! hew yen have cbauged since you lef t your

country home fer the city. Yen have learncd ta
trifle witi cite cf Satan's worst devices-intoxicat-
ing liquor-fair Ca.nada's bblack plaguie. la tiere ne
terni te pratcct, band ta guide, or oye ta watch aver
tbe yauug aend innocent who enter aur cities?
Temptation assails thein at cvery step, elotltcd Ini
glitteriug garments underneati wbîcb is conceaied
adeath dagger. Meredith, 1 warned yenbefore yac
went, seleave tue toesutyour nîcnîioryintaoblivien.
If you truly lave me yen wvill not wish nie ta beconie
the wife af one'wlln wiil certainly becomo a drunk-
ard. uîless hie speodily reforns. "

IlMou bld tue go! Well, 1'il go. But promise me
yen wiIl mecet me fiere tbree years frein te-day.
Ced helpiug me I shial retur» a hater cf Lice accurs-
ed cup"'

"l'il came, Meredith."
"Good-bye, LIabel; may yon be trc!" was quick.

ly uttered aud Mereditb was gone.
Harry and Fred forget their fishing as they half

reluctantiy listened to Meredithi and Mahel. Tbey
saw Meredith go away and walked an. Mabel
heard footsepsa tnd drew inte thie shade that sho
might net hoe observed. AlLer they had passed sie
stole back te lier homo.

In the sitting-rcoria of a large icatel in Landen,
Meredith Bethune sat nervoaly turnng the pages
of the Tarante alobc. He loaked pale and lîaggard.
Hie was haviîg somes confliet betweeî Éigbt aid
wreng. What was it ? Thirst for lîquor aid love
for the girl in Ontario. Whieh shaîl gain Lie
mastery ? Mis motive in boarding tL an liotel was
te camne face te face with the enemy an'l te bravely
withstand, evory temptatien. The poor fellow waes
tee weak ta combat such a pewerlul foe and was
completely overcome a few days ago aend lest te self
aid ail surroune~ge in a debauoh. There was a.

fi Lful glare in bis sunken eyes, aend bis counitenance
ias sadatnd anxious. Mew~as coincious ol bis bell.

A suddcn liglît camne inte bis eyes as hoe wvaked acress
Ltce reoin, laid the paper down, took up bis biat aend
cveut cuit. Hie deternîed ta geL another boarding
place and try agaita te cenquer bis evil habit. Hfe
found a haime ivitit a hîappy Christiaen family wlticb
prcved te bc a great blessiug ta bitt. le grecv

-streîgi cuidertLîeir protccting influience. Ho realizedl
that IL miust ho total abstinenîce or complote failtire,

jHe sigbed aend prayell that our land rnight be legie-
lated fi-ce frein LIce blighting scourge. 'May lie
never fail again, but cver ho strong lu the strongîli

1 which G od supplies
He uetuned ta Ontario. His tbree years cf self-

hanistimient wereo aver. if bad hec»firmta bis re-
salve that "thtongb tle cnp slhuld bepressed tebis
lips net a drop ehould pans the portai."

The following ineruitug hoe expected ta meeti Mabel
in thce woodsB where lie eaid (lood.bye. Hie bacl
board tbraugh fionda ticat she was aLill at home.
TIhe sIe cbes ai bis lieart seetuced to be « wîll she

1 ho there? wili she be there?." Titis was te ho lier
token cf faitbfulness.

I-le wvandered te the dear aid scenes cf his sunny
boyhood. Alnost beforce was awa-e he wasnear-
iîg 'ilahel's barne and in the teet of maunting the
broad aLone stops, which led up te the entrance ai
Liîat stately residence, that hoe tnight percbance

icatch a glimpse of thé fteiry bori within, whien lie
hiea:d approaching voices in the hall. Ilo stepped

-quickly aside aid as a inumbuer af persens paesed
ont tend down ho recogîizLd aone to ho Mahztel. Suie
was robed in pure white artistically wreathed witb
beautiful floivers. Flowers encircied bier fair ha ew,
wbih mnadle lier look fieirer aend more heautiful than
ever.

Meredîth's heart saut; within hlm as ho helield
her sefulicf graceatnd beauty. Cati iLhe, tbougbt
ho, ticat seine one is ciaiming lier on the very ove
cf aur promised meeting!

-No, 'Meredith; you are wrong. The IlTwitî Sis-
tors " is ta hoe performed La-inorrocv evening. ~1ae
lias been chose» Queei tend is geing te the rebearsal
iii coDmpany witl ber fathertnd sanie friends. How

iMcredlici longod to step forward aid speak ta bier
aund tell lier al! But ne, tact yot.

\ab)el did not forget ber promise. She rose oariy
*next inarning. Meredith rose eterlier tend aras fir8t
La reach the appointed place cf meeting. He saw
i er comring dccv n the laie and Look a position where
hoe would net ho observed. She* reached the trynt-
iug place, glanced around as if te see Meredith,
but no, ne. She sat down, lier ey es restixg on the
igrass aid flowers about ber foot. Tears welledinta
lier oyes niaking themnselvcs visible on bier lashos.
She siglîcd balf regretiuily aend wished sic bad net
sent bini away, but persuaded hum te stay whiere
sieceould have helped ta. guard hlm franc ovil.
Tîcose, releutiese words had gene forth aid she feels
shle muet hear the cansequonees. "lLave is wman's
existence, deprived of wlîicb, lifewould ho a burden."
Mahel realized the truti of those words as they
flitted through lier mind.

Meredith saw aIl. Mahel'-was suddenly aroused
from lber revenie by a haîd :beiig gently laid upen
bier shoulder, aid a voice sayiîg, IlMahel, why,
Mabe4 I have caie, tbough you'werc hxclined -ta
doubt me.", With joy fui serpris el\abel started te
lier feet. It l8 unnecessary te describe tbeir happy
meeting, but we kuew a promise waÈ fulflled.

Tbo next May Lhoy were married amid the con-
gratulations of many finonda, aend Habel Lathor»
went te ho Queen cf -bis opulent homo iii Ontario.
Their amibe wae courted by ail who knew thit.
l'riends gatbered arauîd them aid presperity made
thein more prospereus.

A chanige came. They had been inarried bult
five short years, when Mabel saw the éteuds of
sorrow gathering. Meredith was growing coud and
indifforent toward her. WVaetheir sun of happi.cuî
to cetsse on? Yes it wa slowly sinktng, siking.
WVas thera no belp at hand? His outside engage.
mente were becoming 50 nunierous that ho lett iîi
home nearly every evening at an early hour tend elid
net return tilt the niglit weas far spent. \Vhen 81îe
cntreated hum to remain witlî her, or asked Iilmi
where lie was eig bie would answer lier se ini.
pationtly. One night she detcrmined tago iii seairch
of him and found, hlm, to bier horror, in a gambliug
saloon, half-intoxicated. IlAmn I yet te beccmee
drunkara's vfell se cried. "Oh, (4od save
him!"

Poor Mabel was overcome with grief at the sigli,
anid the sickening thought of the f uture that loouied
up before lier. She entreated bien, for the salit of
hîs eidren, if hie ao longer regarded hier, to Corte
home and go to Satan's ante-rooms no more. Be
arose and with closed band struck bie once adored
wife, and ordered lier Logo home. Was it Meredith
ivho deait the cruel blow? No, but the demion whe
lurked witbin, who can cause mert te sever their
dearest earthly tiee.

She returned te lier beautiful home wvhich she naw
decaying at the very founidation. The liglit 'vas
geing out, and life proving a mirage. The band of
cruelty hadl bee» laid on ber by the deareet onle un
earth.

.L'le years passed on, and in a broken-dewn look.
ing bouse in ane of aur cities Meredith Bethune's
faniily were in a state of extrene*pavei ty. It was
winter. The cold comiug through the crevices in.
tensified the misery ef theirwretched home. What
a change 1 Mabel arase from a low rieketty chair,
on which she had been sitting for a long time, lier
hiead lowered wvith grief, her face buried in lier
bands, and wvadked to the windew. As shù stuod
peering thi ough tbe d-if tiiîg and falliug bitoiv into
the distance and shivering with. cold, hier ten pies
throbbing froin bunger sud grief sbe exclaimied il

a freuzy of despair, "lwill hie corne haone to-niglit,
or will bie stay aivay ?"

The little eues were fast asleep. Mabel looked
at theni and thanked God there was such a thîîg te
silence the cries of hunger ini the absence of food.

The shadea cf might fel tbick araund yet, More-
dith did not return. Mabel, weary witb watchiDg
and vveeping, elosed the blinde, threw berseil on
hier miserable excuse of a bed and soc» became us-
consciaus of her grief as i» dreains sho wandeed
througlh many senes of bier youtlif tul days Let
bier rest, for the hope and joy of ber- heart bave been
extinguished and return ouily in dreauns.

Siewàs always an affeotioinate wife. Sho lovedlber
homte sudwas there conteut ta romain, bEr chiel
ambition heing ta make home the ilet attractive
spot on earth and hier fainily the bappicat of families.
In returi euie received cruelty nd injustice at tlue
bands cf the one who vowed before God aend mnit
eheribh and proteot ber.

Mabel was arouEed froin lier sloop by a knocli at
the door. And what slîould mecet lier gaze but lier
hushand's bleediug body horne home by stranûgcrsi
Ner eyes grew sîghtleas, bier head swam and elit
sank upc» the floor sonseleso.

When ceusciaunees returned sble learned that as
Meredith was leaviug a salaon, intoxicated, hoe feU
down several steps upan the ico-covered pavement,
and received injuries, frein wbioh there was aliglit
hope of his recovery.

Mabel sent for ber father, whe came and Look
them ta bis homne and cared for theut. Everythisi
passible wae dons for MPeredîth's rccovery.meat

But he was gradually Blippiug away fri at
inspt cfaahm»aiI Hie ast words wcre,

"O 1 Mabel, forgive me ail, and train our litti(
oies ta liats the thung which bas caused my sun te
uet ao 500." Me was buried intblebeautiful shadc
where Mabel coneented ta be bis wife.

To look upan this picture.cf blighted bopes andi
woe could net fait ta teucb the chorde of pity il
every truly manly heart, and cause bim ta vog
neyer te make au aching heart by touching intoxi-
cating liquors. Then tbey would to.kc up titi
avenging sword and mardi througli this broad
Dominion crying "lDown witb the tiquer traie!fi
Down witb the traitor, King Alcobel i Detbroi,
hlm, baîish, hlm, even slay hlm !". Then happinesl
peace and prosperity shaHl encircle and caver ti
promlsing laid.


