
advice, it is said, has beer~ accepted. It is to be hoped thai
England wilI not be obliged to follow the Corinto precedent ir
coilecting ber dlaims against Venezuela on account of thic
Vuruan affair.

Quebc's Mr. Robert Sellar, the editor of The Hunt.
Schools ingdon Gleaner, has contributed to bis papei

a long and valuable article on the anaiogy be.
tween the treatment, from the educational standpoint, of thc
minority in Quebec and that in Manitoba. Mr. Sellar has been
for many years a prominent representative of the Quebec Pro.
testants, and wbat lie has to say on this subject is wortby ol
careful consideration. He shows ciearly that the Protestant
minority of Quebec have flot separate schools in the same sérnse
as the Roman hierarcby would have separate schools for tlîe
Roman Catholic minority of Manitoba. By separate schools is
meant scbools tbat,in addition to secular instruction, add inistruc-
tion in the doctrines and ritual ofa certain religious denomination.
'l'le schools maintained by the Protestant minority of Quebec
have notbing 1'separate " about tbem. They are common
sehools, to wbich ail are welcome, and are not designed solely
for the members of one religious communion. In no sense
can they be spoken of as equivalent to the scbools it is pro-
posed to force on Manitoba, for tbey teacb the doctrines of no
Churcb, no catecbismn is amongst the text-books, there is no
drill in ritual, nor are the cbildren trained to form a caste in
the community. The separate schools of the Province of
Quebec are not the scbools of the Quebec minority, but the
schools of'tbe Quebec rnajority. After show ing with great
clearness that the common schools maintained by the Protest-
afits were nit originalUy granted to the minority as a matter of
priviiege, and are not dependent for their future existence on
the pleasure of the majority, Mr. Sellar devotcs considerable
space to proving that the Quebec majority have no grounds
wbatever for claiming credit for generosity in flot compeiling
Protestants to attend the Roman Catholic schools. We think
bis arguments, on the wioie, to be sound, and bis opponents
'viii find difficulty in answering them. " Matters have surely
corne to a sore pass," says Mr. Sellar, with some beat, " wben,
in a British province, the fact that non-sectarian schools are
permitted to exist is trumpeted forth as a proof of toleration,'and low, indeed, have sunk our public men wben they re-echo
the cry in order to curry favour with tbose upon whom they
fawn." There is certainlv little resemblance between those
wbo resist and those who demand sectarian scboo]s, and
sometbing can be said in favour of the opinion that, if one
class say tbey will flot use tbe comm-on school, it is wrong to
give them a separate school at the expense of those who do
flot believe in their views.

TheMinrit'sMr. Sellar emphasizes the fact that the
Treatent Quebec majority neyer biad the power to

deai with the schoois of the minority until
Confederation took place, wben the scbools fell under the
control of the Quebec Legisiature. Fear of wliat it miglit do
caused Sir A. T. Gaît to frame the guarantee clauses. The
old mixed schools were then ignored by the Legisiature.Schools were to be known as either Roman Catholic or
Protestant-not sectarian or non-sectarian, Thus an excuse
was obtained, says Mr. Seliar, for the existence of Roman
Catholic schools by calling the common schools Protestant.
To this day Protestants are t'axed to support the Roman
scbools. The Protestant Committee of Public Instruction is
formed of men nominated by the Legisiature, wbich is aiways
Roman Catbolic. It is said that this committee seldom meets
witb the approval of the Quebec Protestants, and that tbe
scbools do not prosper under its guidance. It is generauîy

feit amiongst the Protestants that if Government interference
icould be stopped, and they were left " to provide for and con-

trol their schools tbemselves, they wouid becomne more fi
cient." According to Mr. Sellar, the Quebec minority are not
at ail afraid of the character of their schools being cbanged by

*the Quebec majority in revenge for refusing separate scbOoî5
to Manitoba. 'lThe worst the Quebec Goverrnient could do
would be to withdraw Goverrnient aid fromi the scbools Of t'le
minority, and as that aid is only some sixty cents a year per

*scbo]ar its ]oss would be no hardship.. ..... o endeavouir
to induce Parliament to pass the Remedial Bill by representing

*that the Quebec minority is in the saine boat with the Mani-
*toba ha]f-breeds is as contrary to fact as the statemient tîîat the

priviieges of the Quebec minority are those that bill proposes
to confer upon the Manitoba minority."

Is the State bound to pay for the teachi1g of
Denominational el,Doctrines. denonîinationai doctrines? asks Mr.Selr

Has the State the right to use public miolle>'
to împart sectarian teacbing ? Is it within the State's
jurisdiction, for i-Istance, to give money to teach
the catecbism ? If it be, rightiy concludes Mr. Sellan
then every denornination bas a riglit to schools of its OW11,
and the State " wouid become invoived iii teaching Cl""l
dren to be Anglicans, Metbodists, Presbytcriatîs, MNennronitesi
and Roman Cathoiics." The editor of The Gleaner sees flO
reason why the Roman communion sbouid receive sPecial
consideration and favour at the hands of the State. There is 110
reason except that the Roman Catholics wvant this cotisider-
ation and favour, and tbat in Canada they can and do get
what tbey want. Tbey always win. In no country in the
world does the Roman Clitrch enjoy such priviiege and pre,
eminence as in the IDominion. It is easy to say, as, Mr. Sellar
does, and il is obviouis]y true, that the Goverroment Shot1d
know no Cliurch beyond lirotecting ail alike, and that it
should know Churcb menibers solely as British subjedts anld
citizens of Canada, and treat them as such-it is easy tO say
ail this, we repeat, and we ail feel its trutb ; but the Goyerfi'
ment of Canada is forced to " know " the -Romnan CathOids'
and to know them very intimately indeed. When fortyt wo
per cent. of a population unite and remlain tinited, and are
controlled by haîf a dozen skiifui fishers of men, and vote as
these clever yhalf-dozen dictate, the distinction between the
Governnient and the ciever haif-dozen is exceedingly srnal.
Mr. Sellar says that the great issue " wbether this DOmi""nif
is to be ruled by the people and for the people, or by a Chtirîll
and for a Church, cannot be long evaded." But Mr. Sella'
forgets how difficuit it is to arouse Canadians. It is bard t0
get their attention, let alone moving themn to act. The ROflian
Cburcli wiil bave to do something very egregious ide
before " the people" wili even turn aside to sce what it is 5lie
bas done. Wbetber they will act or not will then depeiid upofi
whether a large enough number are personaîîy affected, anld
can maniage to persuade others that they also are persoliallY
affected. Thien there will be a row. But the Roman ChuVch
knows when to pause and whien to move. Iler pre-enlineice'
predominance, and politicai control are ail assured ini this
country for many years 10 corne. We fear- that Mr. L-aurier
will îîot need THIE WEEK to point tbis fact out to bim.

As anticipated in our coiumns iast week, it
The British bas not taken long to develop the fact Of the

Advance AgoIainalac.f cso
in Egypt. Agotainalnc.When the ieet

the Powers were before the Dardanelles lS
autunin, the Italian nien of war were placed under the con"~
mand of tbe British admiraI in case of necessitY. NoW

THE WEEK. At ARCIT 20th, 896-


