Juxg 21st, 1895.]

A PROPOSED CANADIAN FLAG.

SIR,‘~Permit we to add a few words to what has already
t(‘)&en Written upon the subject of altering the flag of Canada
ﬂat()ine Wwhich, itis thought, will b‘etFer represent our growing
embll)nahtv than does the existing, officially authorized

em of the Dominion.
he flag of Canada as now used, is simply the Red
n of England, with the arms of the Provinces of Ontario,
agﬁ?"ig New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, quartered on
rveq ﬁel and placed in thq centre of 'th(? ¢ ﬁy,” or upqccupled
tee oe d of the flag. "l‘hls device, it is sa}d, is (hth'cult to

urt}? the flag when viewed from any cpnmder;xblq(l}stzunce.
o ther’ there are now seven Pro_vmces in the Donmn.on, and
repro ree later may possibly consider themselves ent.}tled to
s Sentation on the flag. Whether they are entitled to
. Species of recognition or not, there certainly exists among
a-ppxl-::%fmby of (.?zmadums a fgel.ing .that it wogld be more
cla) b‘pllate to withdraw the distinctive and strictly provin-
adges and to introduce a fitting and permanent national
®mblem, >
Suc Iuthds been urgegi ‘that the beaver isnot suita.b}e for
elon %e, Inasmuch as it is usual!y clas:sed l)y natumhsts' as
rats ging to the order deentm, which includes rabbits,
. and mice and other amrpals of a more or less ohjection-
p acednfltul‘e. The order in \\fhiCh an animal may he
Whey, In any 'schex.ne of 'clas\'n.ﬁcatlon should not be co'ns.lder'ed,
for & I:?St}lnatlxlg its 'smtnblhty as the typifying distinction
igiti ‘tflon. T}_le Lion o_f Engl nd belongs to the sub-order
ox hg‘ adeCarnivora, which includes thedog, jackall, wolf, cat,
“po,n }31’ .e‘nu, and even the coyote. The fact that the lion walks
mop “t* t}oes, lives upon flesh, has sharp t(?ebl.l and claws in com-
i clage 131 (\Vllen viewed by man) less dlgmﬁed animals, and
ist, ¢ i&e with _them,. solely for the convenience of the natural-
o re nf)t welgh with those who selected the King of Beasts
inualrl)r%ent England. Ruskin says:—“ A lion is con-
“CB‘l'cely puzzled how to hold a bone ; and an eugle can
s ‘l.y pull the mgat off one, w.w'hout upsetting himself.”
o e‘mmﬂll and bll‘d. are c_ertmnly very awkward whe?n
one. l"'lt; from Ruskin’s point of view. If excellence in
ably II‘)aL kmg was the test applied, the mr.)nkey wuulc.i probr
N Cel‘tap far ;L}lez?d of eltl}er. Such (_lexterlty clez.n'ly {mp]xes
hoy ’h“t} supel'l'()l‘lty, possibly Of. brzu'n power or intelligence,
tak; rx;s" t}ew nations would consider it a suflicient reason for
e“gleb 1€ m()nkey as an emblem and not the lion or the
suit&i)le e questmr} whether one of ‘the lowerlanlmals. is a
iscugg] representation f91‘ a people is one which admits of
eaver on. Tf it is considered appropriate to do so, the
for a,nmg'y fairly be judged as a good and fitting 'emblem
Which 3;: 1ans. The amm.al is industrious, persevering, one
Male, alter boldly e'xplormg the water courses of the country
fores &Thome for 1tse1f }?y felling the trees of the virgin
na‘tioll.al't ese characteristics have been held to denote our
Ay intl Y- Tl}e beaver actually does what many gf Can-
Predage, repid pioneer sons have dope. The aundacious and
animg) ry bravery of superior equipment, possess'ed ‘by an
aZOnror bird of prey, has not found any expression in our
pecuhar}’,‘ll‘)ecaust‘a it rightly has no place there. The beaver’s
& rat f‘dlsel-pomted teeth, possessed in similar .fOl‘lI‘l by
high) "ﬁh(_)uld not be a serious objection when considering a
oY significant emblem.
Perly © Maple leaf, in its native green shown upon a pro-
the nggoportlf)ned white shield, and placed upon the ly of
ﬁtting altEnSl'gn’ would seem to be the most su1tabl,e and
our, like fﬁ“attlon for the flag of .Can?.da.‘ The beaver’s col-
N the yeg at of the maple leaf, is objectionable when shown
distin o ground of th(_e flag, but e}i:her wo'uld be qul.te easily
in thi§ ished, and he without any incongruity when displayed
shiejq mf"nnel‘~ ‘he device of the maple lgaf on the wh-te
distiy ua_-slthe advantage of being simple, easily made, readily
ang, dﬁ;“ 18 31*‘3d and thoroughly and intimately assoela.";e('i wigh
the her;ﬂd' he maple leaf is the ¢ ﬂo'wer ” of the Dominion, in
than g, ic sense, In that sense it no more denotes unity
the 13, ¢ the Thistle of Scotland, the Shamrock of Treland,
fraj) SVS}? of England or the Lillies of France. It may be
diffe, o en plucked from the stem ; but it does. not in t'his
itieg Sho?;ll:lany of the other emblems. Tts botanical peculiar-
isp. ouid not be any serious bar to its acceptance as our
guishing badge.
counhri: use of heraldic eml.)lefns upon the flags of difterent
Stageq RS is certainly sanctioned by custom. The United
5 Revenue flag has the canton occupied by the coat of
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arms used by the Government—the shield with bars, the
eagle with arrows, and stars ahove its head ; the bars on
the fly heing placed across and not along the flag.  Italy,
Austria, Portugal, Turkey, and Brazil have all distinetively
heraldic devices displayed on their flags and four of them
show a shield. These are the flags used by the merchant
marine and are not in any sense Royal standards. 'the green
maple leaf upon a white shield would he well within the
lines of precedent if placed in the tly of the red ensign.

The proposal to use a seven rayed white star, each ray
to indicate a Province, is good in that it gives us an emblem
as easily seen as need be. One of the stars of heaven, how-
ever, cannot be considered to indicate unity anymore than
one maple leaf taken from the countless foliage of the forest.
The star has no connection with Canada in any way and is
associated in the minds of most people with the United
States. The single star upon a blue ground was the flag of
the Southern Confederacy. Texas, one of the most southerly
of the States, is represented by a single star, from which
fact it has taken the local name of the ¢ Lone Star State.”
The stars adopted by Congress as the emblem of the union
of the various Stafes was appropriate because the union
fo 'med was, as it were, a new constellation in the political
heivens. Stars have, therefore, come to be more assoclated
with the formation of a republic than with monarchical
institutions, and this fact has probably led to the appearance
of the star on the flag of one, at least, of the South Ameri-
can republics.

The badge of the Governor-General's Foot Guards at
Ottawa is a star with six rays, one for each of the then Pro-
vinces, before Prince Edward Island came into the Domin-
jon. On each ray is the inital letter of a Province, and
though the star may be appropriate to the regiment, it cer-
tainly has no national significance, for the reason that a star
cannot be strictly or locally identified with any country in
the sane intimate way that the leaf of an indigenous tree
may be.

The tlag T should be glad to see adopted hy the Domin-
ion is the Red Ensign, with an ample white shield in centre
of the fty upon which one green maple leaf and stem would
bhe displayed, representing the Canadian nation. The leaf
being taken as typical of the tree, as it fairly may be, is
peculiarly appropriate for Canada, having the power of
growth, and in short all the potentialities of life, expansion,
improvement, increased strength, and solidity—the type of
unity and prosperous existence. Though the leaf individu-
ally may be fragile, the tree is hardy, strong, perennial, deep
rooted in British soil, from which it has drawn the very sap
of life and from which it may not lightly be uprooted.

Grorar 8. Hobpoivs.
Windsor, Ont., 8th June, 1895,

THE LEAK IN THE BARREL.

Sir,—Speaking of the immigration of pauper children
as conducted by Miss Rye, Mrs. MacPherson and Dr.
Barnardo, you say that it is either a most blessed work of
philanthropy or a criminal scattering of the germs of vice
over this country. You lean, if I construe your article
rightly, to the more favourable opinion, and you ohserve
that altogether too much importance is attnc_hed by the
opponents of the system to the doctrine of hereditary trans-
mission of moral or immoral qualities. In the course of a
long connection with charitable agencies T have heard w
good deal said on both sides of this question. There is some-
thing, T suppose, though there may not be so much as
extreme science believes, in the influence of hereditary trans-
mission. There is something in the influence of early habit.
There is something in the lack of that home affection, which,
rough as home may be, an institution can hardly supply.
On the whole, probably the immigration of pauper children
is, except where there is extreme need of population,
more certainly beneficial to the children themselves than to
the country to which they are brought. This is not a con-
clusive argument against the system, much less is it a
disparagement of the henevolence by which the system is
carried on.

T cannot, however, help reminding those who ave discus-
sing this question, that the best of all immigration policies
would be one which, by giving Canada free commercial
development and her natural market, would keep native




