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A PROPOSED CANADIAN11 FLAG.

8IRt,-Peniit mie to add a few words to -,%,hat lias aiready
been Writtenl upooi the subject of altering the tiag of Canlada

DoQe which), it is thoughit, xviii better represent oui, gr1ow îîg
1itmOnalitY tliai does the existinig, ofiiciaihy autliorized
eru'bleni of the Dominion.

The flag of Canada as noxv nsed, is siinply the lRed
E1l51gr1 of England, witii the arns of the Provinces of Onîtario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova fScotia, quartered on
a Siield and phaced in the centre of the Il tiy," or unoccupied
red field of the flag. This device, it is said, is difficuit to

ru O the fiag wvleîi viewed from ariv considerable distance.
lrther, tiiere are now seveni Provinces, iii the Domninion, and

the three later îîîay possiîîîy consider tleieselves entithed to
r'presentation 0o1 tue tlag. Whether tlîey are entithed to
thil 8pecies of recognlition or îlot, there certaînily exists ain(ng

temajority of Caniadians a feelingý that it wouhd Le more

calprb^ iate to xithidraw the distinc'tive an titi rvn
ua ages and to introduce a fitting and pernmanent national

It bas beemi urged that the beaver is riot suitable for

8uhUe n a15uîi asit is usually classed by naturaHsa

rat, and iice and otimer animais of a mlore or iess objection1-
able nature. The order in which ail animal inay Ile

place(' in anly scemie of classification shouid not Le cousidered,

fWhe etnaigisutability asthetpifying distinction
nation The Lion of Engh îîd belongs to the sub-ondeî'

ig1gtigrad, Carnivora, whicli includes tiedog,,jackal. woif, cat,
4e, lla, alid een the coyote. The fact that tlîe hion xalks

muonl itSlive upon flesh, lias sharp teeth aîîd ciaws in coin-
111cla<11  (wien viewed Ly man) less digniified animîîahs, and

xvsd ith theini, solely for tue couvenemîce of tue nattiral-
i5t, did 'lot weighl with those xvho seiected tlîe King, of Beasts
t? re,,cnt England. Riuskin savs :-lA lion is con-
tually puîzled how to ho01( a boune ;and anl eagile can

animlal and bird are certainhy very awkwar(l wlieii

10tiked at f rom Ruskiîî's point of view. If excellence iii
lone-Pickiii< a tets ap1îlied, the inonkey would prob
abîy rauk fà ,r ahead of either. Sucli dexterity cieamly iîîiplies

icertain supeniority, possibly of brain power or inti'hligen~e,
though few nations wouhd consider it a suficient reasoni for

111iu tîle ionkey as anl emblin and mît the lioni or the
(uitale nhe question wlîethen one of the loxver animais, is a

8Utýerpresentation frapeople is one whieh admits of

b iiOn. If it is considered appropriate te, do so, tlîe
foar Cena fairhy Le j udged as a good and fitting embleîîî
foic Clafterl The animal is îndustrious, persex-ening, one

,ýic aftebo1ily exphoring tlîe water courses of the country
Makes a hiome for itself by feliiîî the trees of the virgin

foresýt These characteristics havembeeri iîeld to denote (n)u

t0aî î treidpioneer sons have don . The audacious and

Predatory bravery of superior equipnient, possessed Ly an
11iuiah or bird of prey, las îlot found aîîy expression iii our

bazouiy because it nightly bas no place thiere. Tue beaven's
A Peculiar cel poin.'ted teeth, possessed in simiiaî fonmi Ly

erat, shouid not lie a serious objection whlen considering a
lgbly significanît enîbhem.

The niaple leaf, in its nlative green shîowîî upon a po
Pry proportioued whîite shieid, and phaced upon the tly of

th.R led. Ensign, xvonhd seem to lie tlie ist suitable and

ing alteration for the flag of Canîada. The Leax er's col-
iUl, like fhat of the niaple leaf, is objectioîiabhe when shown

dithered o0 u1 1  of tue flag, Lut either would Le quite easihy
8t r~iguuieéd, and Le without any incoîmgruity whîen displayed

1b8eid huer. Thie device of the mapie heaf on the xviite

d d as t4e advantage of Leing simple, easily miade, readily
0itingfulj5 e1 d and tlioroughîiy and imtimateiy associated witiî

tcaîlada. TI maple heaf is the Iltlower " of the.Douminion, iii
thraldic sense. Iu tiîat seuse it no more denotes unity

tblr does the Thisthe of Scothand, the Shamrock of Irehand,
te Riose Of Eughand or the Lihhies of France. It înay Le

'rail whern plucked. froin the steini; but it docs miot in thmiî
iffer froni aîîy of the other enîbiems. Its Lotanical peculiar-

al1s Sould lot lie any serious bar to its acceptance as oui
l5tiuguj5hing badge.

The use of herahdic eîîbheîîîs upon the fiags of difièren,

~fmIeis certainiy sanctioned Ly custom. Tue IUnitet
'ates Rievenue flag bas the canton occupied by the coat o

arm-, used by the Governmiient-the shield witlî bars, the
earyle wi ti arrows, and stars ahov e its head .the bars on
the Iiy being placed across and flot aiong thé tlag. Jtaly,
Austria, Portugal, Turkey, and Brazil hanve ail distincetively
lîcraldie devices displayed on their tlags and four- of then
show a shield. These are the flags used by the ierchant
marine and are îlot in any scuse Royal standards. 'l lie green
niaple leaf upon a white slueld woul<l Le vel1 wvithiin the,
lines of precedent if placed iii the tly of the red ensign.

The proposai to use a sevemi rayed white star, e achi ray

to indicate a Province, is good iii that it gives us ain enublei
as easily seeil as need Le. One of the stars of heax en, how-

ever, cannot lie considered to indicate unitv anvmnore than
omie niiaple leaf taken froin the countless Loliage of the foi-est.
The star bas no connection with Canada iii any way and is

associated iii the mninds of miost people with the Unîited
States. The single star upon a bUne ground was the tlag of

the Southiertu Coufederacy. Texas, one of the înost southerly
of the States, is represented by a single star, froom which

fact it has taken the local rine of the Il Loue Star Statte."

The stars adopted by Congress as the einblei of the union

of the vanious States was appropniate because the union

fo mned ivas, as it were, a new constellation iii the political

he xvens. Stars hav e, therefore, coîne to Le more associated

with the formation of a republic than with monarchical
institutions, and this fact lias probably led to the appearance
of the star on the tlag of onîe, at least, of the South Amien-
can republirs.

The badge of the Governor-General's Foot Guards at

Ottawa is a star with six rays, one for eachi of tlîe then Pro-
vinces, before Prince Edward Island came into the IJoinii-

ion. Ou each ray is the mnitai letter of a Province, anîd

thoughi the star mnay b)e appropriate to the regiment, it cer-

tainly lias no national significauce, for the reason that a star

caunot Le strictly or locally identified with any country iii

the sainle intiniate way that the leaf of an indigenous te

naY be.
The tlage 1 should be glad to sec adopted by the Doninii

ion1 îs the lRed ICnsign, with anl ample white sliield iii centre

of the tly upon whichi one green inaple leaf and steini w ould

bie displayed, representing the Camadian. nation. The leaL

lieing taken as typical of the tree, as it Lairly may be, is

peculiarly appropniate for Canada, having the power of

growth, and iii short all the potentialities of life, expansion,
improveinent, increased strength, and soh)iditv -the type of

nnity and prosperous existence. Though the leaf ix iidu-

ally may lie fragile, the tree is haî'dy, strong, perennial, deep

rooteci iii British soil, froin xli it bas drawn the ver *v sap

of life and f roîn which it may itot lighitly Le uprooted.
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THE LEAK IN THE BARREL.

Sim,-Speaking of the immigration of pauper chldren
as conducted by Miss Rye, Mrs. MacPhenson ani Drm.
Barnardo, you say that it is either a most blessed xvork of

philanthropy or a criminal scattering of the germs of vice

ovem this country. You lean, if 1 coustrue your article

rightly, to the more favourable opinio», and you ob)serve

tlîat altogether too nîuclî importance is attachied by the

oppouents of the systei to the doctrine of hereditary traits-

mission of moral or immoral qualities. In tlîe course of a

loîig connection with charitable agencies 1 have lieard a

good deal said 011 both sides of this question. Tiiere i.s sie-

thing, I suppose, tlîough there inay îlot be sio iiiucli as

extremie scienlce believes, in the influence of lîereditary tranis-

missioni. There is sometlîing in the influence of earl hîabuit.

There is somnething in the lack of that home affection, whici,
rougli -as home may Le, anl institution can liardly supply.

On the whole, probably the immigration of pauper chldren

is, except where there is extreine need of population,
more certainly Leneficial to the children tiienselves than to

the country to, which they are Lrought. This is miot a con-

clusive argument against the systeni, îuuch loss is it a

disparagemnt of the benlevoleuce by which the systeni is

carried ou.
I cannot, however, heip remindiug those who are discus-

sing this questioln, that the Lest of ahi immigration policies

vouhd be one which, Ly giving Canada free comnmercial

f developmeflt and lier naturai nmarket, would keep native
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