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thle diminution of the population is greatest, the influenza
rages tess severely than in Brittany-the Irish region of
France in point of family fecundity and chronic misery.

As usual, light cornes from the north. A Russian,
Duroff-but flot fromi Batignolles-is mafing bats fult of
IDoneY by exbibiting bis trained 230 rats, of ail sizes, ages
and colours. Hie bas imported his pets from Moscow,
though lie ilts up vacancies in bis troupe from rats born
wherpe be ay be exhibiting. Hie addresses tbem in Rus-
sian, amil summons tbem to bim by means of an. encbanted
flute or a Pandean pipe. And tbey promenade over bis
body, climb upon chairs and tables, play hide-and-go seek
on the stage, and indulge in numerous acrobatie feats.
On the surnînmt of a pole is a binge, black cat that would
nake the inoutb of the president of the " Oonsolidated
Uo?)pany for the Amelioration of Black Cats "-object,
sahie(, prodction-water ; this licks tbe famous happy
fanîlilY. t only ri-quires two hours to tame a rat, and
eight davs to train one. Durof is also a successful tramner
of wild boars, gaine cocks, etc.

The suicide of M. Chouberskv attracts attention on
accOunt of bis popilarizing the Russian stove in France,
and by which hie made a fortune. Lord Randolph
Churchilli naintains, only the Russians know how to heat
a bouse~ in winter. Doniestie trouble led the deceased to
1low his brame4 out, and bis medical adviser carrnes tbe
extracted and flattened bullet in his pocket-book. Thie
Church burjed hum. Z

T1HELIA NDCOC< MURDER CASE.

T 18 is the worst case that bas happened in this centuryTamoiig an Anglo Saxon race, of cbargirg innocent
Parents wt the awful crime of murdering their own
child ; especially having regard to the fact that after the
second examuination of the skull of the poor victima by
neallY competent niedical men-the prosecution, on the
supposition of 'being gifted with average intelligence,
Ought to have known that the par@nts were innocent. If
tbey were îlot convinced by sucb proof, then it is clear
that they have mistaken tbeir vocation.

It brings to mind the celehrated Cowper case in 1699,
Peeîî to by Macaulay, in Vol. V., of bis 1'Hie5tory ofEaîglarnd.'" In that instance Cowper (an ancestor of the
Poet), who was a lawyer, bad bad occasion to cati upon
'tud Pay to a Miss Stout a considerable sum of money,
whicb he had collccted on a mortgage due to bier. Slie
heing in love witb hiîn (a passion flot reciprocated), Iîad
Prosse-4(d bim to accept the hospitality of bier parents ; which
lie Prvineditativelv declined-staying elsewbere. The dis-
ilonNolate Young woman committed suicide that nigbt.
OPPoRite politiciana, anxious to make political capital ont
of the affair, caused bim to be arrested on a charge of
murder-hbe having been the last person seen in ber coin-
Pllr-Y- The charge was utterly preposterous, and a
Practically on tbe same mental plane, and with the saine-
abseîî"ce Of evidence as that of the unfounded charge
against Mr. and Mrs. landcock. 0f course Cowper was
acquitted,

Handcock (a stranger to me) is a man of good char-
acter, Of religious habits, and fond of bis children-espe-
cially of hie unfortunate child, Sophia. Being also a total
absitâiîer, one fruitful cause of crime, was excluded froui
theý vnquiry. As be had donated a bouse to bis daughter,
he could not correctly be called a poor man. The 'detec-
tive also knew that the girl bad been robbeci of ber purse
andi lroocb, and tbat bier bandkerchief was missing, and
that ber habit was only to keep coppers in the titi ; also
that hier mot.ber was absent froin tbe house wben the
awful deed was done.

It appeared tbat the lives of the fatbpr, mother and
daughteîr were insured in one of our Provident Societies,
and witb such institutions, in nineteen casees out of twenty,
Policies are made payable to the party who is to receive
the -,uin specified to be paid. In the daughter's case it
xývas the unother who was to receive the amount. But it
will be news to tens of tbousands of sucb insurers to tearn
that, according to Toronto officiaIs, if a person 80 insuring
iv 8 by lawless violence, tbat that is suflilcient evidence to
warrant the arrest of tbe beneficiary for the awful crime
Of murder. Yet that actually bappenied in this case-tbe

110111b1Y outraged mother was arrested on a false charge of
niuriler, an~d kept in prison for a week in the society of
critninals, without the slightest sbadow of an>' evidence
against bier. Had such an event happened in England,
the wbole country would have been roused, and justice
Would bave been swiftly meted out to att offbnider4.

The unfortunate father was also arrested-tbe reasons
for this appear to bave been (1) that bie bad on discovering
und lifting up bis unfortunate daugter-then insensible
-got some blood on bis bande. (2) Tbat, flot dreaming
Of murder, hee bad made a foolisb mnistake as to the cause
Of the wounds, and that hie etick tenaciously to this unfoun-
<ed helief-practicali>' making tbe saine sort of lunder
as the coroner and the other doctor made at the post
nOrteni examination ; 1-andcock's tbeory bA~ng that they
were made by a blow from the cellar trap-doo r, and that
'If the doctors that they were caused by a blow froni an
iron baînmer, or some sucb article. (3) That, owning a
grocer>' store elsewbere, lie bad, like the rest of the Toronto
grocers at that period of financial stress, found it very
difficult to collect debts due eto bim, and tbat in couse-
quence he bad murdered his favourite daughter in order to
Obtain a little ready money.

The theor>' forîned b>' tbe prosecution-strengtheued by
the inrifficient post inortem examinaton-was that the
father bad kilied his daughter with the btow of a hammer,
and a vain seamcb was made for tbe imaginar>' lethat
weapon. The eat murdeer-untess be had fled-doubt-
less did bis best to strengthen these groundless suspicions
against Handcock.

Up titI then one can credit the fact that moderately
gifted officiaIs real>' believed that there was a sligbt case
of suspicion againet Handcock, but subsequent to the
inquest, and atter the second examination of the poor
girl's skull b>' competent medical men, the case was
altered. These skilled experts conclusivel>' sbowed that
she aras killed by a pistol bullet, whicb had glanced off,
leaving pieces of lead in the skull-and one of the experts
searcbed for and found the spot wbene the bullet liad
struck. The detective-doubtll se te prove the contrar>'--
cut out the piece of wood where the bullet had stnuck and
had it subjected to scientific examination, wben it was
pmoved that theme was a trace of lead there also. liand-
cock neyer bad a revolver and did not understand the use
of fire-arme. These facts, combined with the other evi-
dence, destroyed the case of the 1 rosecution, and conclu-
sivel>' proved to unprfjudiced people able to reason that
the pisoner was innocent. As the judge pointed eut, bow
was it possible that a blow from a bamnier on othen mron
instrument could leave traces of lead upon the obiject struck 't
Sydney' Smitb's famous saying must be varîed t.hus:- it
takes a surgical operation to get common-sense into sorte
persona'. ekulîs.

For neaml>' five months after be was thus proved to be
innocent this outraged citizen was kept in prison to asso-
ciate wîth criminals, bail being persistentl>' refused-even
wbien the prosecution in the absence of evidence declined
te go te trial ; and the exonierating fact of the lIead on the
woodwonk was witbheid froni public knowledge, otherwise
public opinion would, at the very le-ast, have competled bi
release on bail.

To speak plaint>', it looks like this : that eue or more
pensons connected with the prosecution then became awaîe
that an awful blunder bad been made, but bad net suffi-
cient moral courage to confess it. The poet wlîo sarcas-
ticallý wrote : "land wretches are hanged that Jurymn
mn>' dine," migbt now write : IlThe innocent are outraged
that the infallibilit>' of officials nia>' be nîaintained"

The fact of the prosecution still holding fast to their
original blunder of the bammer theory, after tbe second
examination, brings to mind the case of the ignorant
coloured woman narrated b>' the greateet of American
authors. She sets forth an argument under discussion,
whicb the poor creature had not sufficient intelligence te
understand or reason out ; and she makeE lier wiuî] up b>'
dogmatical>' observing: 111arn going to believe." But
Canadians require a bigher mental statua than that in
nesponsible and higbly paid officials.

Lt is satisfactor>' that the judge did net stop tbe case
wben tbe prosecution bad finished, because it allowed the
overwbelrniing evidence of liancock's înnocenee to be pro-
d,îced-otherwise the withbeld evideuce of the trace of
tead on the woodwork, would net have been publicl>' pro-
duced. The jury of course did their plain dut>'.

Prosecuting counsel shouldmiake theinsel ves acquainted
with the manner in which counsel in England conduct pro.
secutiens in difficult murder cases, and note their judiciat
style of deating with sucb-presenting tbe facts impartiailly,
and net initating the style of au Ludian staiking bis foe.

My theor>' is this-that the deed was doue b>' a neigb-
boum who was kuown te and wbo knew sometbing of the
ways of the famil>' ; probabl>' some ane who desined (Jul>'>
te go far away and needed funds. If lie bad been a
stranger hie woutd have fird when discovened ou tlîe wroug
sde of the counter. The evidence showed that a man
could unperceived have got in b>' the cellar dean. The
murderer was secreted in the bouse-oui>' prerneditatiug
nobbeny, and knew that the father (rather bard of bearing)
was engaged in the garden, and he waited for bis oppor-
tunit>'. Wben the girl went dawn into the cettan hie came
eut froin bis hiding-place, and fiuding ont>' coppers in the
tilt, lost tume b>' searcbing elsewheme, ani she, eturuîng
quicker than anticipated and hearing sotinds in the store,
went there, and unfortunatet>' for herself saw hin on the
wrong aide of the couniter. He being recoguized kuew that
thene woutd bc trouble and imed, dragged ber body se that
ne eue ceîning into the store would see it, searched for anîd
took hiem punse and also ber brooch, and seeing the bullet
on the floor put it into hie pocket. Lier handkerchief
being missing shows that the murderer had somes blood on
hM which be, carefull>' wiped off. This strengtbens the
belief that bc wae a neighbour, for a tramp woutd be
unlikel>' te sta>' a moment longer than he could belp, or
came so much about the biood. AUl the evidence points te
the fact that he was an intelligent, quick, neady and
prompt man, eue used te handle fieamms. A novice would
probabl>' bave aimed at ber body, but he poiuted 4tlber
head, knowing that if net instantly fatal the wound would
preclude the victim froin speaking-wbereas even a fatal
wouud in the body woutd probabl>' have tcf t ber able te
sa>' a few worde. The giri's brooch having been taken
tends ta show that the murdemer had some femalle te wbom
he was attached. liad the father cenie in at the tume he
would atso have beau shot.

Probabi>' it was some anc who talked (Jul>'> of going
a great jeurney and wbo needed funds. Lt seems likel>',
b>' bis carefutly picking up the bullet, that the, pistol was
eue of unutàual calibre, and eue that wauld tead te bis

guiît being traced-for at that awful and burried moment
be could not bave tbought that the medical mon would make
the blunde-r they did. Hie muet bave been certain that
ait would know tbat it was by a bullet. Are there any
data to show wbether covering any part of a revolver-
say with the skirt of one's coat-will somewhat deaden
tbe sound ?t

The (}overn,îwnt should take same steps ini the mat-
ter. Onty tabt summer two policenen-one lîeing an
inspector-were proceeded against b>' the Britishi Govern-
ment for exceedin Y their dut>'. In other recent cases jur-
ies have awarded damages,

We must bear in niind that if Handcock bad been a
reall>' poor man, and unable to go te great expense, inno-
cent blood might bave been shed a second tîîne-fon tieu
tbere would not bave been a second exainiriation, and
even if there bad, the woodwork rebutting, evidence would
not bave been fortbcoming. Soine of the points to be
considered are:-

1. Wben ver>' strong exonerating evidence comes to
the knowledge of prosecuting officiaIs in criminal cases, is
it rigbt to wîthhold it from the public '

2. Shoutd the>' be allowed to arrest and keep ini
prison, upon sucb an awful charge, any person (in this
instance the outraged miother), witbout a shadow of ovi-
dence in support of it 1

3. Should officials be allowed to koep a man in prison
for neari>' five months, refusing bail, in the teeth of very
stronig evidence of bis innocence?

4. le an>' man wbo reall>' believes that lead will corne
out of mron, a fit person to ilt a responsible public situa-
s1011 ? FAIRPLAY RAD)ICAL.

C7I,1188 PFil WORING GIRLS, AN!) 71111,
IIASLLTS 0F SUCH.

ABOOK witb the titte, IlClubs for Working Girls," wasApublisbed last year b>' Macmuillan and Company, iu
London, written b>' the Ilon. Maude Stanley'..1 t is sug-
gestive of the tragedies withouit end that a grn'at city
shouts dewu with its roar-those in)istakes so fearfully
punisbed, those strugglesof good aid evil, those lose cances;
as wben Tennyson says of tbe Young daring fellow-a
robber for once indeed, but witb ltte or notbing base, and
fitted in a less tragic wortd to be a blessing to hiimstf and
otheî-s : -

The king shouild have inade hini a soldiey,
I[e vouldl have been one of hi-< best.

'ibose ti-agic linîe inight iî.i taken as a niette for the fundi-
mental rî'flections and suggestions in 1liis Stanley's lbook
concerning the other sex, with wbonî it is no0 Ies truc that
mirtb ineans muin ; rather with women it is more true, at
least as fan as worldly consideration and position go.

And so, in the midst of sucb a population of working
girls as live near the great business bouses of Oxford Street
and Regent Street-in the west end of London, be it
remembered, often more wretcbed and negtected thicu the
other quarter whose naine has become a by-word-in the
midst of aIl this Young undiscipliued life, genemous enough
often, weak euougb perhaps more often, with f requent
determination to be pure and bonest, and with constant
enticements to be just the opposite, there bas been estab-
tished the Soho Club for working girls, whicb is in con-
nection witb many other oucb institutions, bath Catbotic
and Protestant, in various parts of London. These clubs
are one of the many signs of bow serious and uuwearied
are the efforts to prevent evit and to check it, even if the
evil too is 80 tremendousl>' stmong. And the efforts made
in any great city are an inciternent to genemous effort
everywhere directly or indirectl>' ; in no city are we witlî-
out the evils ; perbaps the>' are greater than we imagine,
tbougb not identicat in one place with those in another;
and even in sinaller places or in the country (if freer froin
social dangers and evits) it is perhaps there above att that
generous sympatby, and active sympatby, has to be calîrd
out for those whose difficutties seern in the tume of youtlî
especially almost insurmountable. And practicaîl>' wbat-
ever be our theonies, is there auything more ungeneromîs
tbaîî the attitude of Ilcivilîized " societ>' toward Young fat-
len women, far more sinned against than sinning ofteu,
flot sinned against se m ucb by men indeed, as b>' tlîir
own natures, their mirthfuluess, their abandon, their
youthful longing for relief from monotan>', their good
looks, nay by their very spirit of devetion to others and
their womanly self sacrifice ?

This book is an uupretending account of wbat bas been
done b>' some who recognize this almost inevitable tragedy
of many Young lives if left witbout guidance, sympathy,
and belp ; b> saine wbo are womking in the spirit of that
belper Maggie Tulliver tooked for haîf blindl>' and could
not find tilt too tate. And Miss Stanley' and ber supporters
are net ont>' devoted and earnest, but seem aIea unaffocted
and sensible by tbeir realizing wbat sort of a worill this is
the>' live in and what really are the natures of those
around thein ; not like those good ladies wbo, to the
present Bisbop of Chester, nût long ago remarked that they
did not approve of these Young women of the lower classes
dancing ; since needle-work or basket-rnaking weuld bo
much more suitable and profitable in their clubs. Tho
Bishop thought it would be well if the upper cla8ssYoung
ladies would set the exanipte among themselves, if indeed,
be said, girls' physical bounding bealtb can be satistied by
the recreations propoeed. lu the Soho Club and the othersi
daucing is ailowed, and with apparentl>' good esulte ; and


