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establish their existence. It lias been remarked that these remains are
nearly ail along the great watercourses, and this is pointed ta as evidence
that they were a nomadie people who followed the great rîvers luý their
wanderings. The mounds are found along the Mississippi, the Ohio, the
Missouri, the Yellowstone, in the vicirrity of the great lakes, and along the
great streams of the North-West ta the foot of the Rocky Mountains, and
are said ta extenti bevonti. Jgnatius Donnelly, lu lis highly interesting
work IIAtlaiýtis," says that the mound-builders were wanderers front a
great continent which once existet inl the Atlantic Ocean, connected by
isthmuses with Africa anti South America, which continent, accordiug ta
Plato's transcription of a conversation between an Egyptian priest and
Salon, was swept away in a single night by a mighty convulsion of nature
as a punishment for the grievaus sins of its inhabitants. The Atlantians
or anteduluvians were, according ta this writing, a highly favoureti people;
arts and manufactures had been brought ta a state of perfection amongst
them. Their cities were magnificent, the people wealthy and powerful,
and their slips sailed ta every sea. But their opulence made thema
insolent: they drifted away from knowledge of God, became fire-worsliippers
and idolaters with hideous rites ; for which their country was entirely
obliterated and only a mere handful of them* escaped ta Europe andi
America. Lt was from this continent, according ta Mr. Donnelly, who
weaves the web of his thearies lu a most entertaining way, that the mouind-
builders came, and they penetrated the utmost parts of the earth lu quest
of goiti and silver, which were dedicated ta their chief godes, the goiti ta the
sun and the silver ta thc moan.

The~ r'markable similarity between ancient remains found in Central
Anerica and Peru and remains in Egypt and the East, pointed out by

xHlumboldit, andi later hy Captain Spiere, suggests a cannecting link and
intercourse in early times between the peopies of America, Europe and

Africa. These traveilers instance the ardl in architecture similar ta that
fount inl ancient buildings lu the East, sculptured heads of Ethiopians
and carvings in stone of elephants andi other animnaIs purely castern anti
altogether foreign ta America as evidence of such cannection ; but the

raost remarkabie fact is the simi]arity which existe between tho writings
faunti in Central Amnerica, the only ancient writings disoovered on this side

of the At]antic, and those of the Phoenician, the oidest written language
known ta man. Lt is improbable that this similarity is accidentel, anti if
the .civilization of which these writings are testimony came fromr the far

'East it is improbable that it founti its wvay ta Central America from Asia

by the Aleutian Islands and North Anuerica, as some would accouint for
the popuiating of this continent. The mound-buiiders camne fronu the South.

There they erected their greatest monuments. They entereti the Mississippi

from the Gulf of Mexico. A short time aga a fragment of boue, bearing, a

rude cerving, was fount in a North-West mounti, which was pronounced a

fiali-bone snch as is found only on the shores of the Gulf. The mounds

Whlch they erected either for tiefence, for places of sepulture, or au altars

Upon which ta sacrifice ta their gods, are plentifut aiong the great rivers of

the south. Hati these works, some of whîch are circular enclosures, others

square, and others again in the shape of animaIs anti reptiles, the serpent.

lue desigu seeming 0ta have been the mast popular, been desigyned for

defence, they would suggest the praximity of settiemente. No such settle-

Mne appear ta have existeti. People takingy up permanent residence and

throwing up such gigantic works ta mark their presence would surely have

built their homes wlth equal soliitity ; but no remains of habitations have

been found, with one exception. The exception is a case lu Tennessee,

Wvhere a concrete or hard ciayey floor, supposed ta have been a threshincr-

Ioor, was uncovered many feet below the surface of the earth, aild lu au

Rdjacent mounti boues were found whidh tiecideti a question medical men

have long pondereti over. Rad they been an agricultural people, impie-

'4ents of tillage would have been found. They apparently had no settleti

life. Wherever they tarrieti during their wantieiings they erecteti mountris.

111 these mountis they buried certain of their tieati-perhaps their

dis3tinguished tiead-and lu the burial or other rites celebrateti on the

flnaunis fire played a part, for ashes are invariably fount in the mounds.

What more plausible than that these mysteriaus people wantiereti from

Place ta place in seardli of metais, base and preciaus? Lu Arizona, Sonora,
411d in other parts of the South-West, miners' cuttings anti shafts have been

forud whjch have been pronounced ta fer antedate the Spanish conquest

'Df Mexico, and there is evidence that the Lake Superior capper mineg were

"'orked in'ages long pitst, even beyonti the traditions of the Indians. They

'1U8t have been expert miners who did this, for Professor Wilson instances,

1One of lis writings, a block of copper weighing inany huntiredweights,

-which had been mineti with great skill anti hati been raiseti froma its bed on

11UPPOrts reatiy for removai. A derrick of some sort muet have been used

11 Inoving the block. In the cavity fromi whidh the are had been cut were

founId the tools of the ancient miners.

Who were these miners? Whence did they bear the resuit of their
inining operaitions? What great calamity overtook them that they were
swept away without leaving any idcntifying marks save these dumh
remains which refuse ta reveal their secr 'ets 1 They muet have been
numerous. The mounds could flot have been thrown Up by a few. Many
hands wrought long upon them. They were before the Toltecs of Mexico,
for the mounds or pyrarnidq presurnably the work of the Toltecs are of
stone and like ta the pyramids of Egypt. If they were the mound-
builders it is surprising that they should* content themiselves to work
rudely in clay wlien they were so expert in warking stone, which was
plentiful in the vicinity of many of the mounds. The Hittite migration,
one of the theories ta account for the mound-builders, may be the solution
of the mystery ; but there is na proof ta set agrairist conjecture. The
Hittites, in the days of Solomon, occupied the country between Palestine
and the Euphrates, and ta trade with them Solomnon imported horses fromt
Egypt. The Hittites then deait in horses and, by implication, were horse-
men. If they hiad wandered into America fromn Asia, it 18 reasonable to
suppose that they would have brougbt the horse with them. There is no
record that the horse was known ln America previaus tg the canquest
of Mexico by Cortez. The Mexicans hadt neyer seoir a horse until they
encountered Oortez's mounted men, and then they t hought that horse and
rider were one piece, and were filled with aifrighit when they beheld the
men dismounting. The Indians, whierh the "lBook of Mormon " says are the
remnants of an early Hebrew immigration ta this country, came upon the
scene long after the mouad-builders, about whoin their traditions are sulent.
The bulk of authority fav1burs the theory of the Mongol'ian extraction of
the Indians, and it is said, but not verifled, that there are Indians in
Southeru California who speak a language intelligible ta North Chinamen.
While the indications are that the Indians were out of Asia, their legends,
or at least the legends of a great many.af the tribes, point ta the East as
the land of their origin. Then how account for the Mandans, who are
Indians with bine eycs, flaxen hair and beards, who, at certain seasons of
the year, practise rites strongly resembling, Ifebraie ceremonies. There is
a wide field for research in these questions. Canadian scientists should
proceeci at once with the search of the mounds ta be found in the North-
West. There is no doubt but that the (lovernment would act on the
Mail's suggestions, and grant aid ta sucli undertakings. The man who
said that he was more concerned in discovering whither he was going rather
than whence he came will, take no interest in these investigations; but a
large part of thc com'nunity will watch eagerly for the great developments
which they promise. T. A. GREGG.

NOTES FBOM 111E CONTINENT.

PARis, FRANCE.

IT is only since 1844 that the question of public health, sanitary reform,
or hygiene, lias become an officiai study. We have now some idolaters of
cleanliîness who maintain such is mare necessary than food: they seem-
ingly desire that the blacksiniths, iThourers and scavengers ahould go ta
their work in evening dresses and white cravats, with perfumed gloves, a
cane and an eye-glass. M. Bourchardat in a IlTreatise " exposes these
sentimental hygienists. He does nlot believe diseuses will appear when
people are weli.housed. Persans badly lodged pay the larger tribute to,
diseases because other misfortunes are associated therewith, notably misery.
The rag-pickers who improvise their cabins or kcraals, and live ln the
middle of gathered flth, suifer less from disease than the average of work.
men. The men who work in the sewers, who empty niglit-soil reservoirs,
and the labourers who irrigate souls with Paris sewage, do not exhibit any
specially high death-rate. Since fifty years M. Bourchardat lias been
offlcially connected with the Public Charities of Paris, and does not appear
at ail enthusiastic over the amuliorations eifected in haspitals and dweiiings
lu accordance with modern principles. The author lays .down that the
true way ta keep away diseases is ta know them. That is the positive
plan for preserving health. Two causes are demonstrated as truisms in
the production of disease: defective food and over-population. Hie further
thinks that nature has aeted well by concealing from us the causes of
many aliments, as that onforces attention ta prudence and moderation in
aur habits. AIl that there is very positive about disinfectants and fumi-
gations, the celebrated doctor ards, is the expense.. Overcrowding is bad,
but insufficiency of food andi deleteriaus aliments are more injurious ta
health than in8alubrious dwellings; a sound stomach is the best safeguard
against epidemics. As for quarantines, lazarettoes andi cordons sanitaires,
M. Baurchardat views themn as relics of the Middle Ages. Legialators are
strong in faith but weak in doctrine, anti their cures frequently do nlot
even corne up ta those of olti women's, nameiy, ta do neither harmn nor
good.

TiE agrarian difficulty exists la France as in other countries, despite
the fact that facilities everyw here exiat for the cultivator of the soei to
become its owner. The latter facility is an intricate social and economjc
problem. The smail farmer's position is worse than that of a farmn-iabourer ;
hence why small holdings are not in favour. 'But there is a more serions

7 7'o'


