
7he Catacombs of Rome.

in silence to pray towards Mecca, when inimitablè beauty. In the apocalyptic
suddenly he recognized in the holy keeper visions of St. John the languageofimagery

the tomb his old servant Mohammed. i xase orpeetteoetrwo
S calam alaykoom," said Skeikh Ali. Satan,the triumph of Christ, and the

laykoom es Salam," replied Moham- glories of the New jerusalem.
h ed. When he asked him how he came The primitive Christians, therefore, natu-

ere, and how he found this tomb, Mo- rally adopted a similar mode of art expres-
a.2L*nmed replied, "This tomb is a greati sion for conveying religious instruction.
utrr,' or mystery, and I am forbidden to They also, as a necessayy precaution in

.tter the secret." " But you must tell me," times of persecution, concealed from the
id Sheikh Ali, " for I am afather toyou." profane gaze oftheii-enemiesthe my.steries

aOham med refused, andl Ali insisted, until of the faith under a veil 0f symbolism,
lQength Mohammed said, M" y honored which yet revealed their profoundest truths

dheikh, yOu remember having given me a to the hearts of the initiated- That such dis-
when It was a faithful donkey, and guise was not superfluous is shown by the

hentit died I buried it. This is the tomb recent discovery of a pagan cariature of
flthat donkey! " " Mashallah! Mash- the Crucifixion on a wall beneath the

bllah ! said Sheikh Ali, " the will of Allah Palatine, and the recorded desecration or
e done!" Then they ate and drank to- the eucharistic vessels by the Apostate

gether, and renewed the memory of their Julian. To those who possessed the keyfor er life, and then Sheikh Mohammed to the IChribtian hieroglyphs," as Raoul-

taid to Sheikh Ali, " My master, as I have Rochette has called ther, they spoke a an-
You the *sirr' of my prophet's tomb, I guage that the nost unlettered as well as

sh to know the secret of vours." " im- the learned could understand- What to
Possible,"' said Ali, " for th~at is one of the the haughty heathen was an unmeafifg

t ciedt ysteries, too sacred to be men- scrawl, to the lowly believer was eloquent
t led by mortal lips." "But you must of loftiest truths and tenderest consolation.

me, even as I have told you." At Although occasionally fantastic and far-
ength the old Sheikh Ali stroked his fetched, this symbolism is generally of a

alowy beard, adjusted his white turban, profoundhy religious significance, aad
and Whispered to Mohammed, " And my often of extreme poetic beauty. In perpet-

y place is the tomb of that donkey's ual canticle of love it finds resemblances
tI,l" " Mashallah," said Mohammed, ofthe Divine object of its devotion through-

d may Allah bless the beard of the holy out ail nature. It beholds beyond the
shadows of time the eternal verities of the
-isud to corne. It is not of thr earth

>lnCATACOMBS or Ro-%tE. By Rev. W. earthy, but is entirely supersensual in its
l- Withrow. chai-acter, and empoys material foims only

as suggestions of the unseen and spiritual.
MIe give below a passage which we had It addresses the inner vision of the soul,
arked for insertion under oui- notice of and dot the mere outer sense. Its mexrt

thi e but which un- consists, therefore, not in artistc beauty
imof execution, but in appositeness of relig-

fctunateîy crowded out. The subject iSi ious significance-a test lying far too deep

for the apprehension of the uninitiate. It
is perhaps also infuenced, as Kugler i-e-

ýr'iTtive Christianity was emninentay marks, in the avoidance of reaistic repre-

th Cuifxinonaealnenah h

I ei to rePigious symbolism. Born sentation, by the fear which pervaded the
East and in the bosom of Judaism, primitive Church ofthe least approach to

Whch ctlong been familiar with this sdolatry.
tversaorintai ganguage, iu adopted Great care must be observed, however,

pes-and figursaoe ofex- in the interpretation ofthis reigious sYm-
n. These formed the warp and bolism, not to strain it beyond i s capacity

i t Ymbolic drapery of thA taber- or intention. It shoud be withdrawn fr-m
"et afnd temple service, prefiguring the the sphere of theological controversy, too
ret pruths often the battleground of reigious rancor

often of extem poetic. bea ty In perpet-

n the paikes with mysterious imagerY and bitte-neos, and relegated to that Of
the sublime visioos of Isaiah, Ezekiel, scientific a cheofogy and dispassionate
oaniel, move strange creatures of criticism. An aoegoiizing mmd, if it has

ATACU formB and prophetic significa ce. any theoogical dogma to maintain, will
.eoe Witv discover symbolical evidence in its support

e w gie ofelo alessons wi aes of wheres t e der o of tesl

for the lafst eonsu wich ars u-Of wexecution, but inappositenes of elig-
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