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Correspondence.
THE WIMAN CASE.

Editor MONETARY TIMES:

Sir,—To the hypercritical it may seem to be
not quite apropos to discuss, in the columns of
your business journal, insanity in any of its
phases or aspects. Though this opinion be en-
tertained, there is no occasion to canvass it with
hesitancy, as if it had the impress of infalli-
bility upon it, for such is clearly not the condi-
tion of things.

You have, as we find, already invaded the field
supposed to be'the reservation—the special
preserve of the medical expert, by directing at-
tention, both editorially and through the
agency of Dr. Lett's analytic pen, to the men-

12 | tal condition of one of the most widely-known

business men on this continent. .

To the case of Mr. Erastus Wiman, from a
professional point of view, attention has been
very appropriately drawn by Dr. Lett, who de-
serves the thanks of your readers for the service
thus rendered them.

The question raised by him in regard to
certain features of Mr. Wiman’s case is, as it
certainly seems, most important to the class of
readers you have long been in the habit of
addressing. No other class of men in the com-
munity, perhaps, to the same- degree and so
frequently, tax the energies of the brain, upon
the functional vigor and efficiency of which the
material prosperity and progress of our country
so largely depend. The bustling man of busi-
ness much too commonly treats that organ as
if it requires neither rest, recreation nor_time
for repair. Its resources are drawn upon in the
most prodigal manner, as if it were a bank with
illimitable credit and an inexhaustible exche-
quer. With increasing frequency, as the result
naturally is, the enormous and unreasonable
drain, sooner or later, becomes disastrous.

Over-drawing, long-continued, stops, in time,
as stop it must, then comes the announce-
ment:—'*No funds !I” and this is speedily
followed by a crash.

General paresis, one of the most fatal of men-
tal maladies, is more common among pushing
business men, men of tireless energy and ac-
tivity, than among the members of any other
section of the population. These men, when
they become insane, are the optimists encoun-
tered by the mental pathologist, and a terror
they often enough are, too, to those who have
them in charge. They hatch gigantic schemes,
possess colossal fortunes, build railroads to the
moon, hold the Alps and the Pyrenees in the
hollow of their hand, and form alliances with
gods and angels. Though God's anointed, in
their own estimation, as they are, the tendency
of their condition is, inevitably, downward
toward the lowest depths of dementia—their
doom, to die, in the end, like a drivelling
idiot, paralyzed, it may be, in almost every
fibre and molecule in their body. Other forms
of brain-disease also are on the increase in the
ranks of those engaged in commercial pursuits.
It were well, therefore, if those whose lives
may be said to be wedded to day-book and
ledger, to office or store, could be induced to
pay more attention than they do to mental
sanitation, and familiarize themselves with the
perils of brain-collapse, to which they are
peculiarly liable, as well as with the premoni-
tory indications of its approach.

The public at large know precious little about
the simplest of diseases; but their want of
knowledge of disease of the mind is phenomenal.
The difficulties to be overcome in acquiring a
moderate degree of acquaintanceship with the
more common manifestations of the early
stages of brain disease, do not seem to be very
great, and yet it is amazing how almost im-
possible it is to get a judge or a jury to recog-
nize as insane any person whose case has not
assumed the form or arrived at the stage of
raving madness. The fact is that men may
reason acutely, talk rationally, understand as

3 thoroughly as anyone can, the difference be-

tween right and wrong in the abstract, but,
nevertheless, be mentally unhinged. To one
who can appreciate how easy it is to perceive
the nature of the faults and failings of another,
and how very difficult it is to perceive the
nature of his own shortcomings, it ought to be
possible to form some conception of the egotism
that blinds the insane to the distinctions be-
tween meum and tuum. * Your doxy,” says
Lucille, *is heterodoxy; my doxy is ortho-
doxy.” 3 .

N}:)w imagine, if you can, a hunsired times in-
tensified by insanity, the self-idolatry thus



