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CAUSING FIRES TO BE CRIMINAL

Over P3l,000,00 Loua Frai. 17,0 Fire. in 1918-Drastic
Leglalation Should b. Applied

A T a luncheon given by the. Fit. Insurance Brokers' As-
sociation at the. Windsor Hotel, Montreal, last week,

representatives of ail the. l.adlng lire insurance companies
doing business ini Montreal, wer. prisent. Metiioda of fire
Inmurance and fire prevention, was the, subjeet of addresses
prese2ited. Mr. Franklin H. Wentvortb, secretary of the.
Boston Fire Preveution Association, gave a great deal ofinf-
formation as ta thie annual fir. lases on thus continent. H.
was followed by Mr. Grove Smith, Ottawa, r.presenting the.
Dominion Conservation Commission, vbo gave an address
on the aronait of lire lasses in Canada, and the. necessity of
using lire brigades not only to put out tires, but ta prevent
tbein, by a system of tire inspection, such as lied been adopted
in Montreal by the. ex-Fire Chiet Tremblay, with the result
of a manked diminution in seriaus tires. The meeting was
presided over I>y 1Mr. Peter W. À. Burket, presideut of the.
Fire lusurance Brokers' Association. *

Public Has te Pay
Wentwarth said that Boston must
ting the. fight agaluat the. disgrac
st year cout $817,000,000 in the. Ut
a higher tigure than any year since
ncisco conflagration oceurred. He
s vas tram conflagrations, sainetir
lue to forent lires, but generafly di
Tiiese were treated vtth the. usual
of great resourcus, but Mr. Weutwi
mou.ld remember tliat altiiough l058
ýy ultlmately came out of the. pociel
cially the. lnsuring publie.
insurance was on au actuarial I

[y Becure, but lire uurnce vas a
i. conflagration risk- He potnted
ildinge ver. well erected, the. windc
vere leit in no dangerous a state
ted ta spread befor. thie firemen cot
gly advlsed the. 'use of metai tam
and iron shutters, whlch would gri

of lire-spread. lia argued that ti
Lii. this ut) and inslat unon suci Ir

and preventable drain
and taxes that miust b.

itur. vas that 65 per cent. af the
Ld been caused by less than five pi
cords since 1912 showed that 14 p
<'expasure" lires, communicated 1

id publicity had been tried, but
>ple ver. nat int.re sted. Legis]
i. results were, triliing, because 1
Sthe. laws, and thoy vere flot enta
>Uical reasons, "passed tii. buc
Ad tii.y iad not the requlsite legu
Iropped. Therefore, hi argued
vas needed regarding lire, with

egisiation vas nov pending at t'.
nent with an amendment of the.
et any persan viio, by carelesanes
lire, should be guilty af ah indi
Lta, a fine up ta $1,000, and in
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