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the encmy and cutting through their
lines of communication.

It was while with this little band
guarding stores at Beaver Dam, that
he was warned, through the intrepid-
ity of that heroic woman, Laura
Secord, of an attempt by the enemy
to capture his detachment. By a
judicious disposal of kis forces he led
the Americans to believe themselves
surrounded, and then, boldly sum-
moning them to surrender, had the
satisfaction of taking as prisoners of
war the entire detachment of six
hundred men, with artillery, sent
under Col. Boerstler to capture him.
This remarkable exploit gained him a
captaincy.

At tue close of the war FitzGibbon
received various civil appointments in
Toronto, and for many years officiat-
ed as Clerk of the Legislative Assem-
bly of Upper Canada. During the
Rebellion of 1837, for his foresight
and energetic preparations, he was
instrumental in saving the city from
surprise and capture, and a few days
later met and routed the rebel fosces.
For this he was, by the unanimous
vote of the two Houses, awarded a
grant of 5,000 acres of land. ‘This
grant, however, the brave soldier was
not to enjoy. The Home Govern-
ment inteifered, and it was not until
scveral years after that he received
instead a money grant of £1,000.

In order to make the work trust-
worthly as a history, and as a narra-
tive of bygone days as attractive as
possible, the author has spared no
pains in her researches irto official
documents, letters, and other records
which are to be found in our Canadian
Archives as well as scattered through
the various public oftices and libraries
where such matter finds a resting-place.
Miss FitzGibbon has also visited the
battlegrounds of the war of 1812, and
procured a number of interesting
views with which to embelish her
book. Portraits of FitzGibbon and
Laura Secord, a map, and a facsimile
redroduction of an autograph letter of
Sir Isaac Brock’s add further interest
to the volume.

To the militia of Canada this book,
which is at once a biography and a
history, may be particularly recom-
mended. Not only does its story
captivate,; but its examples of duty
nobly done, of dangers bravely met,
and of impossibilites made possible—
of which latter a very pertinent anec-
dote is given alike to the credit of
cfficer and man—together with its
vivid portraiture of military li‘e, both
regular and militia, in the beginning of
the century, must make it at once a
story and a study.

Every public, every Sunday-school,
and every private library may well
make a place for this most captivating
biography, which is being issued at
the popular price of one dollar.

We hail with no small satisfaction
the addition to the literature of the
most interesting period of our country’s
history of such a volume as “ A Vete-
ran of 1812,” whose author has placed
us under a debt of gratitude for the
collection of so many interesting parti-
culars of those stirring times,

A Locomotive Gun Battery.

INTERESTING TRIALS.

By invitation of Sir Julian Goldsmid
(hon. colonel), Col. Boxall, and officers
of the 1st Sussex Artillery Volunteers a
distinguished company of military ex-
perts assembled at Newhaven on Satur-
day, and witnessed an official trial of the
armoured train which has been allotted
to the Sussex Brigade under the mobili-
sation defence scheme. The company
included members of the headquarters
staff from the Horse Guards, officers of
the South-Western District from Dover,
and a number of Royal Artillery experts.
After luncheon, at which the only toast
honoured was that of the Queen, Band-
master Landfreid, who sounded the fam-
ous charge at Balaclava, was called upon
to repeat that charge, and the company
then re-entrained for Newhaven, where
the experiments were carried out.

A locomotive covered with bullet-proof
armour, carrying'a 40-pounder Armstron
gun mounted on a special carriage an
working on a platform pivoted upon a
turntable, drew behind it two carriages,
also covered with an iron, bullet-proof
cuirass, in which the detachment to work
the gun was conveyed, and formed a lo-
comotive battery readily moved from
place to place and capable of being fired
from any position along its course, The
gun under the charge of Capt. Brigden,
was manned by a detachment of nineteen
men—the truck-captain (Sergt. G. Rus-
sell), the gun layer (Bombardier Hack-
ney), and two members to load, sponge
out, and fire, working from the platform
of the locomotive, and fifteen other
members to traverse the gun, bring up
the charges and manage the carriage and

latforms working from the ground be-
ow. When the gun is fired end on, it
simply stands statienary upon the line of
rails, held only by clips on the rails or
merely scotched up. When fired broad-
side two girders of steel are slid from be-
neath the platformi, and by means of
screw spindles are clamped to stout tim-
bers laid on the ground, so as to form a
broad and perfectly stable platform proof
against any recoil.

After the equipments of the gun and lo-
comotive ha en closely and with
great interest examined by the crowd of
eminent experts, the Lord Lieutenant
was invited to fire electrically the first
shot at a target anchored on the water
over 2,000 yards seaward. The second
shot was fired by Gen, Sir F. Grenfell,
and others by Lord Charles Beresford,
Lord William Seymour, and Sir Henry
Fletcher, When the range had been
ascertained firing in quick time was or-
dered at 2,200 yards, and five rounds
were got off by the detachment in the
usual way, the charge being fired with
the lanyard. The trial was in every res-
pect successful, Gen Goodenough and
other experts expressing the most favor.
able opinions, all appearing to be greatl
impressed with the importance of this
new development in defensive warfare.
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A Medical CQorps for Women.

This is pre-eminently an age of eman-
cipation. The tendency of social evolution
is to briog all clacses of pecpls into the
com petition of life ou a footing of equality
of opportunity, and notbing short of the
¢trees and strain 0/ actual experiment will
(the Lancet suppoees) be deemed a suf-
ficient teet of the fitness or unfitness of
people to fulfil the duties snd functiore
sppertainiog o differeat wa'ke of life,

avirg regard to the enormons waste of
energy, to the dissipation of effortin fruit-
lese attempts o discover sunitable occupa-
tione, to ennui that attends the capable
wko bave po ecope for exercising their
cap~bilities, and to the strugg'es to uplift
themielves from the deed-level, tidelers
waers of a genteel poverty in which eo

mauny are apparently doomed to pass their
existince, we (the Lancet coutinuee) can-
not be surprised at the growth of a epirit
of emancipation, and a struggle—and
eometimes a very silly struggle—for the
equality of the eexes ; but what does eur-
price us is that women should select such
unlikely and uvsuitable outlets for the ex-
crcise of their enargies, Could there be a
mo-e unjromieiog and abeurdly imprac-
ticable echewe, for example, than thia cne
of & medical corps for women? To begin
with, war is not, bappily, an every lay oc-
currence, and, ae far as this nation is con-
cerced, they are generally small wars in
kot and uobealthy climates, agaiost sav-
sge or eemi-civilized foes, in couotries
with toprgraphical obeta~l:s, and where
{rapsport is one of the gaeat difficulties t>
be overcome. Then, again, is it possible
to believe that women, unless descended
from a race of Amazoone, could be organ-
ized into an ambujance bearer corp3 for
the transport of eick and wounded soldiers
ou etretchers, even granting that a revolu-
tion took place in their dress and that the
members of the new corps appeared in
tuvics, knickerbackers, and gaiters of
quesi-mi'itary cut? Nor is this all, for
the women compoeing the corps are to be
instructed, it appeare, in the uce of fire-
arme, If the real and not the assigned
object is to afford succor and render ser-
vice to the sick, why not form & nursing
corps to meet the requirements of epidem-
ics and outbreaks of disease in unhealthy
climates where nurses are urgently needed
and difficult to obtain, and where there is
no glawor of war aud where there are no
bright uniforms or ofticers to attend—and,
sball we add, poesibly marry? Notwith.
standing the entbu<iaem which was stated -
to bave prevailed at the recent meetiog at
the Ideal Club, we are of opinion that the
ledy members will have to set up eome
o'her ideal than tbat “for orgaviziog the
forces of the sex who were williog to offer
the Lest of their newly satrengthenel
powers for the service of the S-ate.”

For Sale.

At half price, 200 Black
Helmets, without furniture, and

in good condition. Apply to

J. GALLOWAY, Jr.,

Major and Adjt. 14th P.W.O.

Rifles, Kingston, Ont. 8§ dt

Unitorm for Sale,

A major’s complete Artillery out-
fit, portions new, all in good order,
made by Strickland, Zondon, Eng.
Owner about 5 feet 8 in. 38 in.
chest. Apply UNIFORM, care of
Military Gazette, P. O. Box 1931,
Montreal.

WANTED.

Second-hand, in fair condition,
Dragoon Officer's Steel Hilted
Sword ; set white Sabretach Slings,
white Sword Belt Slings, Nickel or
Steel Box Spurs, Dragoon Forage
Cap. Apply to

CHAS. B. HALPIN,
Portage la Prairie, Man,



