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slowly and are steady in their flight, such as prairie chickens, geese,
br.tnt, pigeons whcn sailing, crows and hawks, and very likely you can
"et such ducks as mallards, which fly slowly and steadily."

After giving a passing glance at the didn't-know-it-was-loaded idiot,
Mr. Bliss devotes a littie space to the care of a rifle, but though the space
occupied is flot great, it is used to the best advantage. He says:

IlIn taking care of a gun you can't keep it too clean. If it once
,.,ets spotted inside iL vi11 be likely to reniain so. In shooting a 22-

calibre rifle I use a magazine gun-I clean it out after ernptying every
mnagazine, if I amn shooting right along. If I arn gaing ta lay the gun

adefor a few hours, I clean it even if I, have only fired it once. A
oood many will tell you that powder is a good thing ta leave in a gun.
if you fali into that habit you will flnd iL the best excuse in the world for
flo cleaning your gun sanietime when you are too lazy ta do it, and the
'1111 Will stay with powder in it for a month.

If you want a gun ta bang up in your roomn on a pair of antiers for
,i ornanent, get sorne old Queen Anne arm that was used in the revo-
luition. It ivili answer every purpose, and be a great deai better than
ruînîng a fine gun."

Mr. Bliss discusses several niakes of rifles, ail, of course, of snîali
<lib)re, but does not commit hiniseif to recanînend any particular make,
in fact hie acknow'ledges that any gun by a good miaker ivill do good
'vork, buît lie thinks the sights usualiy adopted could be imnproved on:

1I think that there is nothing worse in the line of rifle sights than
a1 Conbination of a glittering sight in front that cornes up ta a knife edge
t the top) and the old-fashioned buckhorn sight for the back sight.

'Iake such a set af sights as this and shoot five shats towards the sun, and
as. mnany at each of the ather points of the conipass on a brighit day, and
conipare the targets and note the resuit. One way you ivili shoot over,
aiiother under, another ta one side, and s0 on, ail owing ta the reflection
of Iight frorn your sights. When a boy I used such a set, and I1 could
'Lad' as fine as the point of a carnbric needle with them. At least it
%%oQtld appear so, but I always had ta make so nîuch ailowance for which
side the light struck that nî)y shoating ivas very uncertain.

You will probably get used ta sanie set of sights and do goad work
%viîl them, but keep your eyes open and be ready ta adopt what is
('lcarly 1roved ta be in advance of what you have. A front sight should
lke lroad, and especiaiiy in ail quick shooting should you accustorn
v'orseif ta a broad, large front sight. You can do just as fine shooting,
iiI in quick shooting you can catch iL niuch quicker. A good front*s,>,iht is nmade froin a piece from a silver quarter or haif dollar filed down

sinooth on the sides and edges. 'l'ie height wiii have ta be deterrnined
ctitircly with regard ta the shooting of your gun. I'ry the sights that
CoMel witb the gun, and niake yaur sights cither the saine height as these
01, higher or lower as may be necessary. '['lie sides of this sight ivant ta
Leu pcrfectiy black, sa, that the iight wili not reflect from thcrn. TIhlis you
(ail pro)aly get a jeweller ta do for you cheaper and better tiîan you
Can (Ia it yourseif. T1hen the top) wants ta Uc i)riglit. P)o nat burnish
it, butt have it wvhite, I mieaîî. If yau wcre going ta shoot on thc snow
il the timie, a sight of the saine shape miade of pure copper would lie
much cl) etter.

For your back sight put on ini place of the 'cratch ' or 'i)uckharn'
siglit a plain oliong bar of dead black iran, nearly as long as your gun
lurrel is iide, and about three-sixtcentlis or an inclhdeep) and iide.
Lita the back side of this should be set a piece of pLatiîiuni wire. It

a ýn be dovetailed in and flattened, caming ta within a thirty-second part
of an inch aof the top), and running down ta the battani of the sight.
'l'le width of this sight iill have ta ke governed cntircly by the width of
your front siglît and the length of your gun barrel. It nmust, of course,
iLe narrawer than the front siglit, as the inîtention is ta have thrn appear-
jutst the saine width when you look over the barrel of the gun at thcrn.
'l'le line of dead iran at the top) af the bar will always enabie you ta
keep the two siglits distinct, and thcy wili never appear ta be ane and
the saine iece. 'The advantages af having a rear sight that is fiat on top
ire mnanifold. One of the niost important things in slîooting at any
distance is ta have )-our gun level and %vith a flat sight ta look over; it is
niuch casier ta acconiplisi) this than with a siglit that is notched. It is
also miuch casier ta tell just how inuch front sight )-ou ire using than
ivithi the aid 'Ibuckhorii."'

After a gaod long, practicai taik about sîghts and aimiing, Mr. Bliss
colicludes his liiule brochure with an expasee of sanie of the huîîîbugs
l'raictised by professional rifle wing shots, and an accaunt of sanie fancy
~'oting done at maoving targets, neither of which subjects is of as generai
'iiteorest as the body of the book. TIhere is no doubt that the 1)ook will
Lc -a great aid ta anyone having ta use a sporting rifle, whiie ta the long
range, big caliber riflemian it is full of food for reflectian, and well worthy
Of peruisai. Its only fault is, iL is tao short, and ive hope that in a future
edîtion the directions ta beginners will be amnplified.

British Officers and their Weapons.

S PEAKING of the guerîlia warfare now going on in Burrnah, The imnes
of India says that proficiency in the use of the revolver has saved

many an officer's life during the past few rnonths. An officer who flnds
that a Dacoit is coverîng him with his rnusket, has only a second or two
ta decide whether lic wilt shoot or be shot. When a stockade is taken
at the point of the bayonet, tUcre is very frequently a sharp set-La for
three or four minutes, during which swords, bayonets and the butt ends
of rifles ail corne into vigorous play. Under these circumstances it is
interesting ta inquire whether aur officers receive that Lhoroughi training
un- the use of their weapons wbich alone would stand them in good stead
at a linch. And in dealing with this subject, we cannot do better than
once again quote thîe opinion of Major King-Harnman, of the Bengal Staff
Corps, in his lecture on Brilish Officers and their Weéapons. TUe Major
does not take a sanguine vieîw of tUe advantages ta be derived fromî the
present systern of teaching omeiers ta fence. "%%e ail know," he says,
"that fencing is siniply the art of using the srnail sword or rapier, which
aire weapons tiîat can bc used for thrusting only, but as none of aur
aficers are arnîed with such weal)ons, unless, i)erhaps, a few have
retained tUe snîall-swords of their fiathers, of wliat use La theni is fencing
as now taugbt? T1'erefore, I would recomnîend, with due deference,
tlîat either the systeuîî and weapon of instructionî should be couipletely
changed, or else that the regulation sword for ail officers and for cavairy
soidiers should be altered sa as ta uîake it a thrustiuîg weapon onfly. I
should infin itely prefer tUe latter, for the sinmple reason that the point is
s0 far more deadly than the edge.". '[his vîew of Major King-Harman
is curiously and ver>' practicaily confirnied by the following l)ersonal
exl)erience of an officer whose fane and menîory are dear toaial English-
mien. It is Sir John Moar, who ivas the actar, and it is General Sir
George Napier who tells the star>'. "Upan aur arrivai at Lisbon," says
Napier, "I joined Sir John Moore, and conîuîenced nîy duty as aide-de-
camp. One day I was gaing ta îurchase a sabre, when Sir John* Moore
toid nme not ta do so, but ta buy a straight sword, sharp on bath edges.
TIhe reasouî he gave was this. When a colonel he commnanded a storin-
ung party at tUe Fort of Calvi, in Corsica, and just aîs Uc rounted the
top of the breach, anîd as forcing bis way in, a French greneadier, onie
of those defending tUe entrance, was an the point of plunging his
bayonet in hini, when Moore, seeing his oniy chance of iife was ta run
bis sword through the man, did so, and killed Uimî on the spot. Now,
if he Uad not had a straight sword, but a sabre, he would not have been
able ta run the grenadier through the body, but would have been kilied
lîuuîself. Sa I did as Uc dcsired nie, and purciîased- a straight one;" but,
continues General Napier, who was as modest as Uc ivas brave, "1thank
God I was lucky enough neyer ta use nîy sword in the same way as Sir
John Moore wvas forced ta use bis, for he tlId nie he neyer should forget
the horrid scensation it gave himi when drawing lus sword out of the
mîan's boady, and tîat iL 'vas always a îainful recolcetion ta hini." Thbis
little story, s0 simply taid, and briuîging into such strong relief tUe brave
and kindly character, bath of hini who was the ciif actar in it, anud of
lîinu wluo tells iL, fully bears out 1\Iajor King-Haruîîan's opinion. He
continues-"I think and lîape that if Uc was arrned with a really good
relial)le wveaponii nd "'as 'velI skilled ini its use, he 'vould wear it oftener
and with greater pride and pleasure tlîan lue does now, and wouid pay
mare attention ta tUe condition of the Ilade than lie does now La the
polish. of the scabbard. Others nîay say, b)ut what aboaut the sword
exercuse w'hiclu we are ail constantly practised in? W'eli, al I can sa),
ab)out iL is that the mîounted exercises, especially the pw'sumng practice,
are extrenmeiy prctty ta look at anud lerfectly, uscless as a mueans of
instruction in tUe reai use of thec sword; anud as regards the dismnouîited
practice, kîîown as tUe infauîtry sw'ord exercise, I do nat think I kîow of
a mare affectiuîg sight tluan a body of English oficcrs going througli Llîat
p)erformiance befare the reviewing generai at his annuai inspection."
Major King-Harmian lîas decidely Uit upon a blot "'hen Uc censures tUe
custaulu of officers handing over tbeir sw'ords Lto eiir syces ta carry'. It
is a curiaus and flot ver), cdifying sight ta sec an amýcer, sonletinles a
sul)altcrn, somietirnes a field omeier, Utchemcnt p)arade is over, take off
lus sword and luand ILta luhis syce, wvUile Uc canters honme. Tlhe syce,
already encuuuubered witlî tUe lorse's jh>o/, is 1)uzzled ta know wbat ta
do witb tUe sword. However, Uc contrives ta Iang it round his iîeck,
or ta sling it aver bis slîoulder, and then lie trots patiently after bis
uuaster, lis unaccustomd s-'ord jumping and jangiug as Uc gaes. IL is
nat a ver)' dignified or miartial spectacle. Anîd anybody wbo lias seen
ai body of British offcers drawn up in line ta go through tUe infautry
sword exercise before a reviewing general wili quite agree tbat it is truly
"ian ffecting sight." In a native reginient ail the nountcd officers do tUe
infantry sword exercise, bcing dismnounted for the pturpose, 50 tbat it
l)ccolnes absoiutcly patîuctic ta sec a stout field officer geL off bis horse
and put imself as gracefuiy as possible into tUe attitude of "guard,"
whiie the general and bis staff look an without betraying any outward
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