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THE WEEK.

We have already hard occasion to
urge the propriety of having a resident
agent at Washington. The practical
uses of such an officer are ohvious aml
a further result woulid be the gradual as
sumption by ¢ anadians of their own
treaties and international negotiationy,
at least in commercial matters.

The retalintion bLill passed by Con-
gress and sixned by the Presudent is a
petty exhibition unworthy of a great
and generous people.  The Americans
know perfectly well that our interpra-
tation of the treaty of 1818 is the only
correct one, am:l that we are hound, in
self respect, to carry it out. The threat
of reprisuls is therefore very pultry,

.

Fortunately the oxecution of the
measure is left in the hands of Mr.
Cleveland, whois both wise and just
enotigh not to push it to extremes.
But even it he did this, Canadians will
get no harm, as the trifling materal
loss which our fishermen may suffer
from American aggressivenes-, will be
willingly made good by our govein-
ment. .

The Province of NovaScotia finds it-
selfinan awkward, not to say ridiculous,
position. as a result of the late Faderal
elections, l.ight months ago it cho e
nearly a full asseisbly on the cry of re-
peal, and now it has sent almost as
many representatives to Dttawa, as the
sworn enemies of secession. What the
Provineial Government witl continue to
do in t e face of such an anomaly is
a problem.

In the Province of Quebec the par-
ties are pretty epually divided, and the
question of rnce anil  nationality is at
rost for the time being. The Mercier
gwernment have entered upon the
routine of administration. and so long
as they make no wrench in the ordina.
ry machinery, it i3 to be hoped that

!
they will meet with no {actious oppo-

sition. -
.'.

As we havesaid before, it makes no
difference what men or what party rule
at Quebee. The main point 1s to keep
the Provincial exchequer in gond order,
maintain a +teict balance lLetween re-
venue and expend ture, sml turn all le-
gi~lation straightly and squarely to the
material development of the provinee.

*
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There are anomalies in the eleetoral
law, and the instrument has proved tan
cumbersome for several of the returm-
ing officers. More than one queer

; result has been the consequene~ of

oversight or blundering. and doubtless
practical injustice will be done to candi-
dates in more instances than one. In

“the ecase of Chateanguay, for instance

common sense demande:l that Mr. lol-
ton should not Le made the vietim of
ignorance and neglect,

.
.

We have already pronounced in fa-
vor of manhood suftiuge, snd we here-
by reafirny our josition. Practically
{ manhood suftrage exists and it deela-
i ration in black and white would only en.
: hance the good name  of Carada, Be-
sides, it would materially simplity the
clection luw.  Let manhoo:dl suffiage
be proclaimed at the ensuing session of
Partiament.

.
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The opening of the session is set for
April 12, The date is laterthan nsual.
but this was unavoidable on uccount of
the e ections. It is expected that the
sittings will not be necessarily protruct-
+. and that only practieal legislation
will be carried out.  Elections are mn-
derstno:l to settle old scores, anidl the
first session of a  new Parlinment gene-
rally deals with a clear balance,

While cities and provinces may well
be left to their own impulses, the
Pretorian Tisus would suggest that our
partivipation in the Queen’s Jubilee
slioubd tuke on & Dominiot character,
and we appeal to the Federal Govern-
ment to make it such. The details
may be left to the admministration, in
the confidence that the demonstration
will be made worthy of Iler Maj-sty
and of her Premier Colony.

The year 1887 is the semi-centenninl
anniversary of another event, deeply
interesting to the people of the okt
Canadas,  The uprising of 1837 took
place in both Upper nnd Lower Canada,
and the whole colony was involved in
it. We ghall refer to its 1nnin leatures
according us they come up chronolugi-
ca'ly.

-
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The current year is furthermore the
20th anniversary of the establishment of
Confederation, sind assuch is deserving
of special commemoration. The union
of all the provinces of British America
into one homogeneous government has
been the cor- er stone ol our nationality,
sl in twenty short years has wronght
wmarvels of development such as the
whole world has admired.

.
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Some surprise has been expressoe-l
that, whereas Cardinal Taschercau un.
equivocally condemued the Knights of
Labor, Cardinal Giblons is as warmly
pleading their cause ut Rome. Th-

conditions are quite difterent. In
Canarle, the Knights are searcely

organized and the Cardinal attuckad
them on theoretienl grounds. In the
United States the Kuights are an
alinost ommipotent socinl and political
factor, and the Chureh naturally secks
to tind a modus vicendi with them.

.
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The news from England during the
whole of ‘the last week points to o

weakening of the government forees,
and a gradual return to the view of My,
Gladstone as 1o the opportunencss nivl
even pressing necessity of Iome Rule.
The Salishury administeation is clo avly
in fuvor of strong mensures mnd s there-
in backed by the metropolitain press,
ot the appearaneces ave that Parliament
will not support open coercion.

The chances of war between France
and Germany have lessened eather thn
inereased during the la-t eight or ten
davs. Rismarck has gnined his point
by seenring a majority of the Reichstag,
although feeling keenly the defection
of Alsace Lormine. anl wil not take
the responsibility of further provoking
France. On her side. Franea lins boen
admirable in her ea'm dignity, thereby
enlisting the sympathies of Europe.

PSS

BRIC A BRAC.

The accession tn oftice of Hon. J..T.
Abbott liss besn attended with cireum-
~tanees of particular interest.  The lit-
tle nerimonies of the election were set
asidde. andd the new mayor will be ins.
talled in the civic chair amild the good
will and 1he sincere plaudits of all clas-
ses of the community,

Greet the coming and speed the part-
ing guest. Mavor Beangrand, at the
termiration of his datices as chief ma
vistrnte of Montreal, receives the
thanks and acknowledgmentsof his fel-
low citizens and the banquet, given in
his honer, at the Windsor Hotel, wns
one of the heartiest and most spon-
taneous trbutes of the kind ever offe-
recl to a faithful servant, With M. Bean
grand it is not farewell, but au revoir.

[}
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We are full in the Lenten season
and the dreary co'd weather gives it
an appropriate penitentinl aspect. Balls
anel perties, private reunions and fes.
tive conclaves aie set aside. and the
long evenings are spent in the seclu-
sion of the firesidle. There is no harm
in this, but rather gon:l. A few weeks
of relative silence and quietude are
eminently fitted to the recuperation of
the mind.

In annther way, however, we do not
do justice to the lorty davs of Lent.
Our markets are 1ot sufliciently well
supplierl with the proper articles of
fooil. Fish is the principal staple and
there is no finer fish country than Ch-
naula, yet we ennnot pracure snch qua-
lities and varie'ies as are palat ble and
cheap.  What do wo want of cannen
al smoked fish. wh nwo ecan supply
ourselves with so much fresh ?

*
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Neither is justico done to our
native oysters. The Malpecque, admit-
tedly the most luseions half shell ays.
ter in the world, ean be nbiained anly
raw, while it shauld ba so cultivated ax
to be susceptible of all kinds of enok.
erv. It is bad enogh that our Boue-
tonches, St Simons and Cwaquettes
shouldl have heen allowed to die out.
The same fate ought to not be allowed
to overtuke the Malpecque.

It takes outsiders.—Englishmen and
Americans—to appreciate the value of
our fisheries, und to enjoy the rare sport
attendint upon the fishing season.
Mr. Thomas lope, an Engli-h gentle-
man, writes to M. I, [Togan, of Mont.
real, that the fishi»gat home isnot to be
conig sred to the fishing in Canada, and
he is eagerly anticipating Lis next visit
(0 our banks and sticam-.

[
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Then look at our venison. Thix is
the time when we onght to havo it at
the best, to roplace the duck, partridgo

goose and turkey which served their
time dwing the whalo winter. The
mose, earibon, and deer. as they hang
up in quarters in the stalls, have no
inviting nspeet about them. They
me badly ent, and not put forward in
tempting style.

February went oubt ns it camo. in
mountains of snow. high winds and tho
severest of eold.  There were not more
than ono or two mild days in the whola
wonth. The fitst week in March was
no hetter, and »1l the invaications are
now that this exeeptionar winter will
continue until Faster, Lucky will it
be il wo escape floods and other dis-
asters in the spring.

One good result of the long spring
will be the abun tince of maple syrup
and sugar, The eonditions are—plenty
of snow in the woads, frosty nights and
mild thaws duwring the day, Here s
another industry in which we have let
the Awmericans «xeel.  They make bet.
ter maple sugar in Vermont than in
the Island of Montreal,

The maples stand in rows, Each
one is notched at the height of about a

foot or a foot and a hall from the
ground. A piece of shingle i« fastened

in to the lips of the wound, at an angle
of 45, and down this trickle the sweet
waters in a trough sot at the foat of
ench tree. There stand the forest wives
distilling their mitk, while the white
sunlight rests on their silver trunks,
and the soft wineds of March dally with
their leafless branches,
.
.o

The sugarmon has his eye iixod on
cach of them, anTlas fast as the urns
are filled, he empties them into a large
vessel preparatory to boiling, In an
open space, toward the centre of the
area, isa huge eauldron dangling from
hoh, and under it ernckles a fire o
pine and tamarnce. At a little distznee
from thisstands the cabin of the owner,
where are stowed away all the utensil
neeessary for sugur making,  There too
his hiunmock swings for. during the
whole period when the maple b eeds,
helives like an Indian in the forest, W
shall tell of his amusements next week,

-y

PERSONAT.
The Comte de Les<eps visits Berlin
on the oceasion of the anniversary
the birth of Kaisor Wilheln.

Durown Allani is having phenomena!
suceess in Berlin, Sho sings in German
anid has studied the chiel” of Wagnie's
operas.

Coralic TLajounesse, Albani's sister.
made all her muasieal stuwlies in Ge
many. She accompanies her distie
guished sister everywhero.

Joseph Theondare Therien, a
triote " of 183738, died last week o
a ripe old age. i ¢ mpunions a:
getting scarce.

Ion. James MceShane, the new Qe
bee Commissioner in Public  Work=. :
to he tondered of public banquet ir
Montreal. Ilo deseives it.

ITon. John Beverly Rohiuson
spoken of as Canadinn residlent ageni
Washington.  No litter appointm--
could be made.

As was to bo expected, Mr. Jos
Chamberlain is fast rveturning to Ms
1

Gladstone nnd will hereafter work !
the consumination of lHome Rue.

The Lieutenant Governor of Quelr
will return to Quebec from Bermnti::
by the 14th, s0 as to be in time for ti
opening of the Assemb y on the Lk

Cardinal Taschereau will sail from
Havre for New-York on the 26 april. i
loman consistory which he nttends wil

have coneluded its lubors by that tims.




