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FOREIGN, INTELLIGENCE. . .. .
R IF?.I“,'E;A:NCE.'K oo u .!"‘-r KR
. General Weddell’s:return-to Paris as Prussian En-
voy-had:Been countermanded, and Colonel Olberg,an
afltaché} " has'also! been’ recalled; indicating 'that tie
negocidlions ateeligpdy -
Tn expectalion’; of’ lier. Majesty Queen Victoria’s

¥isit to Paris, the Emperor has ordered the Rlysee
Imperial...to be magnificently. fitted up: for. her recep-
tion. This palace, :which used to:be called:the Ely-
see - Bourbon,'tHas ' lately been -greatly enlarged and
beautified: ‘It- wasliere Nafioleon'the: First' speat
his last days in Paris.- " Tt became’the first residence
of his'first nephew and heir, Liouis Napoleon, after
his &lection.to, the Presidéncy of the Republic. The
Empress Eugene.and; her. mother oceupied the palace
for some days before the marriage ceremony was so-
lemnised at-Notre Dame.  The advantage of a good-
ly-sizéd’ pleasure garden in the midst of ‘a city is, be:
,sides, noslight’ recommendation to the IEmpress who
is knowh to be excéedingly fond of flowers.

The  Journal 'des Debats of Tuesday contends
that;the peace of Vienna will be honorable ‘and sa-
tisfactory-ifiit can-be said. that in less than six months
Trance ‘2nd England ‘have destroyed : the' Russian
preponderonce-ii the Black Sea, forced her to eva-
ctiate hier own territory, and have compelled her to,
accejpt the coniditions proclaimed before the war as
necessary. to peace. .If, as regards the future, they.
canso fortify Turkey and dispose their own forees
so-that Russia can never successfully attack Turkey

" without facing the fleets and armies of the west," the
safety of the Fast will be permanently secured.
. RUSSIA.
' RussiaN PREPARATIONS FOR WaRr.—A letter
from'Odessa’of (he 16th of March, appears 'in (he.
New Munich Gazette. Itsaysi—

# The cavalry.corps concentrated around Odessa
under the orders of General Schabelski, is exclu-
sively composed of dragoons, to the' number, it is
said, of 12,000. It s received orders to proceed
immediately to the Crimea, and a part of the corps
left yesterday. The seventh army corps,. stationed
at present .in Bessarabia, will be placed under the
arders of General Luders, who will fix Lis-lead-quar-
‘tess-at Bender:

¢ According "to reports received at Vienna, and
there held worthy of credit, Sebastopol is provision-
ed for.three months. The garrison is only 12,000
strong, but may easily be reinforced, whilst the bulk
of the army, under the immediate coramand of Ge-
neral Osten Sacken, numbers 40,000 men at the
Belbec. The Russians bave cut dowp all the trees
in the distriet bebind Inkerman, and belind the trecs
they have, during-the winter, constructed . entrench-
ments and batteries in . excellent position. Prince
Gortschikofl inteuds, it is said, to operate froin Pe-
rekop'and Simpheropol against Eupatoria at the head
of 60,000 men.” " . ’ o

Severr] North German papers:in the enjoyment of
Raussian inspirations.state that the arrival of Prince
Gortichiloff inthe: Crimea'is to be almost imme-
diatély' followed by an' enterprise of some magnitude
to be executed against the allies under his' personal
leading. " Jenikale and Kertch are being fortified on
an extensive scale, the reconnoissances fately made
by an.English and a French vessel along the  coast
of the straits of Kertch having suggested the possi-
bility of those places being speedily attacked.. The
general cotviction of all persons acquainted with the
localities and the nature of the {roops stationed in
thc Crimea coincides in assumiog that the activity of
the Turls.at Eupatoria will be "confined to threaten-
ing the Russian communications, viz Perekop, with-
out their attempting anythiog like an advance against
Simpheropol. =~ - : '

. GERMAN, POWERS.

A - despatch from Berlin, Friday, states that the
Russian party is predominant there] ‘and that Prus-
sia “will likely throw herself into, the arms of the
Czaf iii case of .an_unfavorable result to’ the Con-
ference. . : '

IS0

_Tlie. consideration of -the third point would be the
first subject-before the Conférence; and public opi-
nion was pretty nearly equally divided as to the final
result. -
WAR IN THE EAST.

There had; been a succession of sanguinary - con-
flicts between the-French and Russians before Se-
bastopol of rifle ambuscade parties, with varying suc-
cess. - The  latest™ battle tookiplace on the 23rd
March, when 300 men were placed hors de comlbai.

Ta thie north we Tearn (hat the approaches to Abo,
Helsingfors, and every.town.an the ceast from Wi--
borg up to Tornea, have been rendered impassable
by the sinking of vessels in. the sailing c¢hannel ; in
Abo and-Bjorneborg ‘and other.towns the inhabitants
have formed themselves into 'sharpshooter corps. On
the southern-coast of "the ‘Baltic' the conviction is
general;-that Riga:will be the first’ point attacked in
thie-coming Baltic campaign. =~ On the séa - side ves-
sels-and large blocks of stone are being sunk at the

© entrarice to 'thé - bay, ‘so.that the shalloivest-going
craft §liall'not be “able to pass, Dufaimunde. At the
further,end of the bay there have been several beavy
armed baiteries erected, in a_semi-cireular form. On
the land-side a fortified camp is being formed, ca-
pable of "containing twa.divisions of Russian troops.
‘Ilie-Baltic’ arniy, that 'was’ understosd” to have beéen.

intended by the late Emperor to be brought up to

100,000 men, is,now stated to be about to, be raised
e 1A0000me
£ A letter in ‘thet Courrier de” Marseil
Kimieseh, 17t March, sayss— 1. - .00
- ¢ Tlie: Riigsians are (hrowiny up’tiew works of de:
fence opposite the Victoria redoubt, which is now oc..

cipied by the 91k Freach division. .From this redoubt |

rockets are every, evening, firely into the, town: and
must do considerablée damage. . During: the.. last; ar-
mistice {or, burying the.dead.a,Russian offcer:said to
one of our.: staff- officers; ¢ You fire. rockets:; :those
fireworkstamuse us.}> ¢ Well,? replied: the officer, “it
is' ai amuseiment'we can ‘procuré’ ‘often'and “gratis.’
We keep our promise’; the ‘Tockers “we send differ
certainly in some, respects ffom . thase, used, as. fre-
works, as each rocket carries twenty, pounds of:pows
der,with. it, which explodes and sets-fire'to everything’
it comes'in contact with. = - .o L.
«The ‘army receives: reinforcementsi-every day.
Since the commencement of ‘the ‘monthi more thah
5,000 horses or mules’ have been” landéd. . The ar-
tillery. and baggage waggonsare.completely remount-
ed. - ‘ . . R
“The English army is also in a mueh . better.con=
dition ; its light division .consists of - ten' regiments,
each of 500 eflective men, - Its naval brigade worls
at the redoubts. Tts'sanitary conditidn is éxcellént:
% Tius change must be attributed not to the weather
alone, which is less severe, but to_all the hygienic
measures taken in their camp, as.also in the Turkish
camp. The carcasses of the horses which lined the
road from Balaklava to--the camp have disappeared.
The dead are also: buried with great care,and to pre-
vent-the danger from putrid miasma quicklime has
been thrown over the bodies. This isan excellent
measure and it is a pity it was not thought,of before,
as the ground is very rich in chalk. ,
“The enemy have not resumed their:night sorties,
which have never succeeded. They are making ther
defences bristle with cannon at alf the vulnerable
points, and fire immense masses of projectiles, which
fly over our parapets and do us very hitle harm.—
The day upon which the signal is given we shall reply
to them with the music of 400 cannon, each provided
with 900 rounds. All the echoes of the Black Sea

{ will resound to it.”

. General Canrobert has sent a despateh to lis' Ge-
vernment, dated 29th March, in which he states that
the French and English armies will assume the offen-
sive on the 3rd April on all points. A pitched bat-
tle will most likely precede a general assault on Se-
bastopol.

MansemnLes, ApriL 4.—Accounts from Con-
stantinople of the 26th March, state that all the
ships of the Allies in the Bosphorus had been order-
ed, and had sailed to the Crimea. All the troops
encamped round the Bay of Kameisch had received
directions to take up positions nearer to Sebastopol.

AUSTRALIA.

The Melbourne Argus of the 17th of January
has the following relative to the late disturbances:—

% No further disturbance has occurred at Ballarat,
nor has insubordinatien in an active form been exhibi-
ted at any of the other gold fields. Meetings have
been held at Bendigo and elsewhere, for the purpose
of expressing sympathy with the men of Ballarat (as
they are .called), and for agitating in' favor of the
prisoners: arrested.on a charge of high treason.—
These meetings have passed of peaceably, a result
due chiefly * to ‘the more prudent conduct of the
authorities at Bendigo than at Baflarat. -

The Paris corresponpent -of the London Cutholic
Slandard, gives:an interesling' deseription of the
Maison des Missivns Etrangéres,- which yearly fur-
nishes the Church with so many heroes and martyrs.

Awmong the various congregations which are autho-
rised by the Holy Father to do God’s work among the
heathen, none is more important, or has been more
successful than the congregation Des Missions Efran-
géres, which has ils Maison-mére in this city, at No.
128, Rue de Bac. At the risk of noticing what may
be well known to youar readers, [ wanjd observe the
areat advantage which the authority, bestowed by
Our Lord upon the successors-of St. Peter, confers
upon the missionary labors of the Church. Notonly
do the different Protestant sects labor 1o connteract one
another, but the English National Church itself has
rival societies, of which the main object is to exclude
one. another. The first object of the Home and Colo-
nial Missionary Scciety is to counterbalance the Pu-
seyism of the Society for the Propagation of the Gos-
pel ; and there is little less jealousy between this last
and the Church Missionary . Society. But in the
Catholic Church every congregation has its sphere
appuinted, and the dioceses -which are in conaection
with one, are.not intruded upon by another. [ believe:
the actions_of the Jesnits to be an exception, for as it
is agains! the rule of St. Ignatios that his disciples
sbould become Bishups, they are called in as auxilia-
ries into any diocese, without giving rise to jealousy.
But with this exception, each Missiunary Bishop is
sapported by the clergy of his own congregation. The
congregation Des Missions Elrangéres has. in relation
with it 20 Bishops, 417 Priests, of- whom 184 are
European, the rest taken frem the Aborigines. The
Christians, who constitute the Churcles which it has
formed, are in number 567,340 ; it has the care of 19
Missions, thtee of which are in lndia, the rest among
the various nations which speak Chinese. [ls mana-
gers have nothing to dv with raising funds, this work
ts discharged by .committees, which have their head-
quarters at Lyons and Paris to collect the sums, which
are-divided among the various missionary congrega-
tions. The callection is made in a ‘very unostewtati-
ous manner, infinly through the'officers of the Church ;
and a very. small sum consequently is expended in
the cost of eollecling. I believe there are societies
enough in Evglard, in which the expense df colleci-
ing consumes one-tenth or one-twelfih of the gross’
receipts ; whereas, according to the comple rendu; i
the the Annalés de la Propagalion de la Foi, it would'
seem thal the sums expended in Catholic missions are
collected at the expense of about one hundred and
fortieth of the whole.” -~ . ~" oo

But, [ must come to the Maison des Missions Elyan-,
géres, where jts missionaries are educated, which con-
tains at present about éighty students. *No diffica

-is found Iu recriiiting: their ranks, though t'is well'{
“known that they @6 out, never 1¢ return—thongh they.

have pérpetually’ béfore them the praspect of a violent, -
cruel death. " For'the most remarkable feature in the

institution’ i6° what is ‘called Salle’ des " Marlyres, an

apar(ment'in which are preserved,the ‘relicd of those.

glorious combatants who have furnished' the' Jast ac-
R EEF A I i

_'tior’r." .

cessjon lo ¥ the noble army,of Martyrs.?? .I.have seen
notking in this or any other eity 1o compare in,interest
with 'this ‘Sullé des Martyres. ' 'When wWe visit the ca-
tacombs of the Etérnal City, we feel too far separated
from tlie illustitons” déad to sympathive entirely ‘With
tlreiricireumstances. But who can look at the remains
ofi; Morsignar " Barié, who was: maityred: in- Cochin
China, the,24th November, 1838 or sée, the. picture
of the toriures inflicted-on the Venerable . Cornay, the
year. before, or on Marchand the year following, with-
out remembering his own employments. at the self-
game period, and conirasting them wiih the hervic
achievemems of thiese, our more-favored fellow ser-
vaatls T- ~lt-was just the time, said a' convert, with
whom. I visiled the place, when I was attending meet-
ings at Exeter Hall, and hearing that the Papists lived
without God in the world.  And while this was going
on, above 100 - Catholins were martyred for confessing
Christ in Coreea, and 70 in China. ~Nor has Our Lord
failed to witness their acceptance; already at this
season of the year the apartment which copiains their
relics is decked with a bouguel of flawers, which has
been sent by a lady, who publicly acknowledges that
she owes liet life ta the intercession of the 70 martyrs.
If whit [ write should Tall into the hands of any Pro-
testant reader, lef him explain why their intercession
is not as likely to be effectual as that of the 40 mar-
tyrs.whose acts are recorded by St. Augustin. That
which gives wonderiul interest to this apariment are
the piciures of scenes in the lives of these martyrs,
which have been executed. in China, and seut home
by these native Christians. The very simplicity of
delinedtions adds to the life and reality of the repre-
sentations. There too yon may see the instruments
of torture which were employed. At one end of the
room is a canque, a wooden Instrument, about six feet
in length, and two feet in width, which is secured

weight. . The one which is to be seen was borne by
Mausignar Borie ; it was obtained by . the Christians
after his martyrdom, and seat over lo Earape. In one
of the cases is a_red-cloth, which a picture on the
walls explains to be the identical cloth upon which
Corpay was extended when he was hewn to pieces.

It may be.thought that such sights are not filted ta
enconrage .other missionaries, and that .in Cochin
China at all events, nolo episcopari may become a
troth. Suchis not fcund to be ‘the case here. On
the contrary, it is the daily rnle that the students visit
the Salle des Mariyres the last thing every evening,
and make it the place of heir final meditations and
prayer. They aie thus brought up in the feeling that
they have to brave the same perils, and to die one
after ancther on the field of battle. The return of a
missionary is very rare, even though accounted for, as
in the case of M. Hue, who had been a member of thie
Congregation of Lazarists, by bodily infirmities. The
feeling is encouraged by the manner in which the
missionaries are sent out, as 1 saw it last Sunday
evening. After the oflering of a litany, in the private
chapel of the Institution, the three who were 1o leave
rext-day were addressed by one of its directors, and
reminded of the suppuits and difficuities of ther work.
They were then-1anged  before the altar. A psalm
was chanted, and afterwards a French canticle of a
very appropriate character. During the ¢hanling, all
priests, and, after kneeling down and kissing -their
feet, in"token of reverence to their sxalted work, tovk
leave of them with the kiss of peace. * How beauti-
fo] upon the’ mountains are the feet of them: that
preach the Gospel o} peace, and make known glad
tidings of good things.” .

THE PRISON OF SS. PETER AND PAUL.
(From Harper’s Magazine.)

In the afternoan I strolled overto the Capitol. Near
the foot of the hill, on the side-toward the Forum, and
uearly opposite 1o the remains of the Temple of Con-
cord, thereis a little church consecrated to St. Joseph
and St..Peter. I had passed it a hundred times, but
some how or other had never been in it before. Bat
that aflernoon there was a crowd about it, and a con-
stant moving in and ont, as if there were something
more than usnal 1o be. seen. 1 joined the in-goers,
and in a few moments found myself in the midst of 2
throng of men and women, chiefly peasants and peo-
ple of the lower classes, who were kneeling . before
thealtar. | was decidedlyout of place, and was upon
the poini of stealing quietly outl again, wheu I saw
some of them rise, and crossing themselves, go down
a stairway at the side. I followed them. A few.
sleps brought us ints a squaie chapel,. with an altar
richly-decked and illaminated with immenss. wax
tapers. Here, loo, there were other worshipers pray-
ing, and some on the outside looking through a dvor-
way. that led direetly inio the Forum. 1 now remem-
bered that there were iwo churches here, .and thai
this was St, Peter’s, built, as tradition said, directly
over the prison where SS. Peter and Paul had been
confined just before their martyrdom.. I was now de-
termined 1o see it all. " Through the open deor I could
see the first shadows of evening sinking gently upon
the Forum. . The music from the chapel above came
down upon me in mellow strains, mingling with the
whispered prayer of the suppliants at the altar. There
‘was devotion in the atmosphere. I had merely come
out for a quict evening walk, and now. found myself
yielding for the first time to the Christian associalions
of Rome. , ' )

Angcther {light of steps brought meto the first prison,
| a square room, built of large blocks of tufa, vanlted,
cold, and grave-like, as a- Roman prison shouid be.
On one side were the remains of a doorway that Jed
to the <« Steps of Groans,” where the bodiés of crimi-
nals used to be thrown after execution. [n the middle
of the floor was.an opening just large enough for.a
body to pass through it. Through this prisoners were
lowered down to the executioner, who stood ready to
seize and strangle them in the dungeon beneath. - I
shuddered .as I Jooked down into the darkness. ; Mo-
deru piety. has cut through the floor, and made a nar=,
-Tow stairway to the lower. prison. It-isbutafewsteps:
.and youstand inthe chamber of death ; a low vaulited
.room,: square, and of the same massive:blocks of : tufa

.| with the_prison abave, but smaller, colder,, and .with

ddrkness and, the silence of the grave on its walls. - it
was built by. Servius Tullivs, .and is-often-mentioned
Jinthe agnals of Rome.. = .
~ Here Jugurtha was-{hrown., . The-fiery. monarch:
knew. his viciora too ‘well.to hope for :mercy. ¢ How,:

still glowing with. the fiery, sun of Alrica, and-he was,
Jeft' in-darkness aund alone to the slow torture of starva-:

like.a.portable pair of stocks about the neck of a pri--
soner, and of whicli he is compelled to support the

the men went up, one after another, to the departing-

‘cold are thy baths, Apollo I”? he. was. heard to say as |-
thechill air of the. dungeon struck .upon. his frame |.

ythe Tiber

..Others followed, but. who,or_ why,. . we. kaow: not.til}
one lay. the consul, Cicero himself,.brought a band; of
criminals 1o the prison door, . Tlie executionerides-
cended into'the Jower, prison,. all ready for his fatal
office’ ;7dndl ond’by ciie Roman nobies; men of anciem
deécent'and illustrions names, but' whose dark mindi
had novurished horrid: hopes of devastiation and slavgh-
ter, were lowered - throngh that narrow opening. . Did
they shrink from ‘the .deadly grasp, and writhe .and
struggle against their fate ? or did.they. yield them-
selves calmly vp, and die with Roman fortitude ? It
is hatd 1o die'in open day, witl:’ earth and Heaven
smiling around you, and’ ife looking fieshly npon you
from hundreds of - human eyes; but how easy must
even that seem-whan compared with the silence and
solitude of.a death like this!

And after many years the gloomy «oor was opened
for two other prisoners, who were Jowered through
this same narrow opening, not. indeed lo die, but'to
wilit for death., " When the jailer had performed his
task, and tmned’to go away, he hedrd their voices
miugling in tones unlike any that he had ever heard
from that ptace tli then. * Threats and execrations he
had been used 10 3 but there was something in the
tender and earuest fervor of these.men which moved
him strangely. At noun he refurned with food, and
was thanked for this, simple performance of a daily
doty. At evening the same voices were heard—first
in the sweel noles of a hymn of piaise, and then in
the fervent ostpourings of an imprisoned Christian’s
prayer. Through the night he could hear them still ;
the sirain lingered -in his edrs, stealing into his- soul
witha calm and soothing {reshness, and awaking
thoughts and hopes that he had never known before,

Al Jast he deseended into the dunzeon, for an irre-
sistible impulse seemed to throw Lim toward these
strange beings, who could speak andsing so ¢leerful-
ly in'a place that filled every other soal with horror.
And whenthey saw him they made haste to meethim,
greeting him with-the Christian’s salutation —¢¢ ¢Peaca
be with you.? The Lord has chosen yeu to be-a wit-
ness with us, of the marvels of his grace. Hasten,
then, and biing your fellow keeper, thut we may ex-
paund to you the doctrines of salvation.” And when
the two were seated al the apostles® feet, they wera
told how Christ had come to redeem the world, and
build up a kingdom more glorions than Rome or Ba-
bylon. - And as they listened their eyes were cpened,
and they believed, and prayed that they might ba
baptised. Then Peter touched the floor with his right
hand, and behold a fountain rose up from the rock,
filling the dungeon with the light and music of its
waters. And they kuell down and were baptised there;
and when the day came in which their teachers were
to die, they too acknowledged that they were Chris-
:]ians, and received, like them, the crown of martyr-

om,

That fountain is-still thete, its waters welling forth
as pure and limpid as if no taint of earth had ever
mingled with their current.  Their birth-place in the
dark recesses of the hill is not darker than the spot in
which they came out on their errand of mercy, The
sun and moon. have never shone npon them. They
have never reflected the soft light of the stars, or felt
the breath of the airs of heaven. Rising and flowing
in mystery, they still keep their course unehanged
ever filling their fountain withount overflowing it, and
passing away again to deplhs as mysterious as those
from whence they came.

Tue Macoxer anp Corp.—History informs us
that many of the countries of Europe which now
possesses very mild winters, at one time experienced
severe cold at this season of the year. 'The Tiber,
at Rome, was often frozen over, and snow at ove
time lay for forty days in that city. The Tuxine sea
was [rozen over every winter during the time of Ovid,
and the rivers Rhine and Rlione used to be frozen.
so deep that the ice sustained loaded waggans. The
waters of the Tiber, Rhine and Rhone, now flow
{reely every winter; ice is unknown in Rome, and
the waves of the Euxine dash their wintry foam un-
chrystalised upon the rocks.® Some lave ascribed
these climatic changes to agriculture; the cutting
down of dense forests, the exposure of the upturned
soil to the summer’s sun, and the draining of great
marsles. We do not believe that such great changes
.could have been produced on the climate of any coun-
try by agriculture, and we are certain that no such
theory can account for the contrary change of climate
—f{rom warm to cold winters—which listory tells us
has taken place in other countries than those named.
Greenland received its name from the emerald her-
bage which once clothed its valleys and mountains;
and its east coast which is now inaccessible on account
of perpetual ice hieaped upon its shores, was in the
eleventh century,the seat of flourishing Scandinavian,
colonies all trace of which.is now lost. Cold Labra-
dar was named Vinland by the Northmen who visited
it in'A.D. 1000, and were charmed with its ther
mitd climate, ~ o

The cause of these changes is an important in-
quiry. A pamphlet by John Murray, civil engineer,
has récently bean published in Liondon, in which ke
endeavors to attribute these changes of climate to the
changeable position of . the maguetic poles. 'The
magnelic variation or, declination of the needle is well.
known.. At the presenttime it amounts in London -
to about 23 ° west north, while in 1659 the line of -
‘no variation passed through England,and then moved.
gradually west until 1816. In ‘(hat year a great
removal of ice took place on the coast of Greenland ;
lience it is inferred that the cold meridian, which now
passes through Canada, and Siberia, may at one time
-have passed through Ttaly, and that if the magnetic
‘meridian.relurns,as it is now: doing, to its old linés in
.Eurgpe, Rome may once more see her Tiber frozen
over, and  the merry Rhinelander drive his team on
the ice of his classic:viver. Whetlier the changes of .

_"df _th{? nia'ggg‘lic._mgridian,"oq not, we, have. but too few
facls before. us at _present..lo-decide; conclusively;

Anvestigations;as will no.doubtremove every obscurity,
-and settle the question—Scientific American.

* At Rome,,whmhm ;i;;.'.,dég:,'rééi,ﬁ.n;l_her, North than New

the'freezin

Ing frozen. Qver in ‘thieir day: "~

climate mentioned have been caused. by the change.;

‘but the idea once-spread abroad will:soon lead to such - -

iYork, yeiits sometimes, pass, without the mercury sinking t0*: -
polat’’ yat: Fuveil ‘and ‘other writers speak of .




