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AN ABLE PAPER.

WHY ANQLICANS REMAIN ANCLICANS

Some Personal Experlences—Arguments
For and Agalinst the Tenets ot
the Anglican Bellef.

“ An ounce of practice,” according to
the proverbial expression which passes
current—more or less jnstly—for truth,
*“is worth a pound of theory.” It may,
and probably, wiil, be admitted that, on
this principle, = litftle personal experi-
ence is better than a great many skillul
hypothesis; innuy cage,such anassump-
tion, if it be nothing more, is & very
reasonable excuse for apparent egotism,
Further, since experience must, from the
natnre of things, vary considerably in
each individual instance, my personal
acquaintance with Anglicanism may,

nibly, present, at least some points of
Interest to those who, for whatever
reasons, are engaged in & study of this
difficult and much-vexed question.

That the Anglican is a herelic, is, to a
Catholic, a self-evident fact. The Greek
is & schismatic, cut ofl’ from the unity of
the Church Catholic; the Anglican is in
a more hopeless position still. Were it
possible to prove that ‘“ sell-evident fact”
controversy would be at an end. But
the opposite party, the man to be con-
vinced, does not, possibly, cannot, see it
in quite the sante light. He points, with
unquestionable good faith in the validity
of his argument, to the * Huly Eastern
Church,” as manifestly and undeniably
“Catholic” in doctrine and practice,
though separated for centuries from
* Rome.”

Here comes in a little bit of personal
experience, since it is only as applied to
some particunlar case that the controversy
becomes of practical interest. This ar-
gument was uzed agrinst me, not very
long ago, by an Anglican  priest,” of a
type hitherto newto me. Farbeit from
me to claim for mysell any special
ability to deal with such a discussion ;
it was only, as it were, one man against
another, the convert against the one who
had remained an Anglican. Tt is to Ais
side of the question that I wish to draw
attention.

“The Eastern Chureh 73, nndoubtedly,
rehismatic,” he admitted, “since nnion
with Rome is the normal condition of
the Church Catholic.” This was n most
unlooked for concession ; if so much
were granted, why not all the rest ¥ “If
normally, the Church is in union with
the See of St. Peter, then - the present
condition of affairs must be abnormal.”
Surely, I thonght, that is a legitimate
inference ; will he admit it to he s0?

“(Jettnin']y," he returned, “but a state of

schism is not, necessarily, a state of
heresy ; the Greek Chureh has remained
Catholic ; 80 alsn—in some mensure—has
the Anglican Church.”

The ehain of reasoning was—to me—a
veritable “petitis principii;” he had as-
serted as & fact the very mutter that re
mained to be proved. But he had taken
up a position which I found difficult to
attack ; others, doubtless, might have
been better fitted to dea! with him. How-
ever, a8 an example of what not only
one, but many Auglicans believe, and
yvet remain Anglicang, the line of argn-
ment is worthy of attentive study, Siill,
that claim to the title “Catholic” —even
in a modified and “almormal” sense—
offered, as it seemed to me, & point of
vantage to my line of advance.

“How can n chnureh be ‘Catholic’ ' T
replied, “whose ‘priests’ teach, with her
authority, the dactrines of the ‘Evangeli-
cal’ party 77 Again, he had an answer
ready which was perfectly satislnctory—
to himself—so far ns it weut. “How can
it mot be Catholic when so many men
teach and practice Catholic doctrines ? ”
So far, inasmuch as the “High Church”
—in England—outnumber the “Evan-
gelicals” the argnment was plausible.
* How can a Cafholic Church teach oppo-
sing and mutually-exclusive doctrines?”
Once more, there was a reply, suflicient,
a8 he, doubtless, considered it, “That is
the consequence of our abnormalstate of
schizsm.”

That such a course of “ Reisoing” is
utterly “ unreasonable” and itlugical is,
to & Catholic, another seli-evident fact,
needing no proof whatever, of the two
states, the “ normal econdition ” must, of
neceesity, be the better one, as compared
with the “abnormal,” if not. ahsolutely
and exclusively, the “right” one, a8
compared with the “wrong” one. More:
over, that &8 man—one of many—should
admit]so much, and yet remain an. An-

e e

glican, that is, confessedly, » member of
a schismatic communicn. seriously in-
fected with heresy, is utterly incompre-
hensible in itself. It argues, at first
sight, the “inconceivable ignorance” of
the well-known story, or elee insinserty,
and lack of good faith.

“If union with the See of Peter,” Ire-
plied, “is the normal condition of the
Church Catholic, is it not also the neces-
sary condition, seeing that the (*hurch,
like her Divine Head, must be perfect?”
Would thatline of argument prove his
argument fallacious? ~ “ It iz the ulti-
mate condition of the Churclr " was the
answer, ** even as it was her original con-
dition.” “ Why not her preseut and in-
variahle condition ?” I demanded. “That
[ cannot tell * he returned sadly,” it i3,
1 scppose a Divine chastisement tor our
many sins.”

Further than that, I esuld not press
him on the general issne. That he
shounld acknowledge the schism, and the
heresy of the “Church” which was evi-
dently dear to him, was more than could
have been expceted from him ; that he
should admit “ union with Rome” as the
“original,” the “normal” and the ulti-
mate condition of the Church Catholic”
and yet remain in & Communion which
had depaited, by his own adission, from
the orginal and normal condition of the
true Church, was simply incapable of
explanation,—as it would seem to any
Catholic. Aund yet, of his perfect good
faith there counld be no dou[uz whatever.

It becomes necessary to pass from the
general issue to the individual interest.
“If the Anglican Communion is schism-
atie,” I raid, *“ why do you remain in it?
You, who admit so much, why do you
not admit everything?’ His answer
will, possibly, help to a solution of the
difliculty, * Why do Anglicans remain
Anglicans 2”7 “ It is true that the reasons
difler, as they must do, in each individual
cage ; but if a man go so far and yet
stop short of the threshold of the True
Church, is it surprising that men who
du not go so far also remain where they
are?” ‘

“I cannot decide so vast a question
for myself,” he answered ; ¥ there is so
mnen to be said on both gides. 1 have
been led so far, and no further.” What
reply could be made to that? All the
nrguments of all the controversialists
might have been arrayed against him,
and hie would not have moved from his
position. The vastness of the issue
simply appailed him. It might be
moral cowardice ; e conld not scttle the
question for himself. God-—so he firnly
believed—had placed him where he was;
God Himself had led him “ 8o far, and no
further.,” With guidance, clear, dis-
tinct, unmistakeable, he literally could
uot take another step.

It was, surely, the proper f{rame of
mind; how could he make a choice
involving his eternal destiny without
being sure that he was right ? Therein
consists, for all Anglicans who are in
good faith, the principal obstacle to their
becoming Catholies. Their very good
faith—if it may be 80 expressed—keeps
them where they are. Is that a para-
dox? DPossibly, but, examined in the
light of the experience desecribed, it
will, 1 think, prove to be the simple
truth.

Let us try to realize the conditions,
mental, spiritual, hereditary, teaditional,
and even racial, that constitute the
the elements of the Anglican position,
The crder chozen is intentional ; each
“element ” is worthy of distinet and
close attention. The mental condition
of one—more or less—typical Anglican,
I have anlready attempted to depict;
it is, in brief, that of a man who
1s not, naturally logical, that is of =
man who does not, probably cannot,
pursue a theory to its logical conclusion ;
to whom a ** via medin ' appears more
true than cither * extremes.”

His spiritual condition is that of a man
wha is houestly convinced that what he
believes s the truth as God intended him
to know it ; that it is Catholic truth ; not,
necessarily, perfect and complete, but in
ihe measure and degrees in which God
has revealed it to him. Ifa ‘ priest’ he
sincerely believes that his ordination
made him “a priest of the Church of
God”; as a honest man, ke acls in aceord
ance with that belief. To such a man, to
the ‘priest especially, to quit ‘the
Church of his baptism ’ is, not only an
act of ‘disloyalty,’ it is little short of a
wilful disobedience to the ordinance of
God; an ‘impatient’ departure from
“the position in which God has placed

him.”

His hereditary and traditional condi-

tions-only -tend to strengthen and con-! QAR

fine these two, the mental and spiritual,
The * Auglican Church ” is, and always
hias been—so he really believes, and has
heen taught—the * Catholic Churchy in
Eongland.”” Here enters the racinl
element ; the * Church of England " is,
for the Englinhman, “the Catholic
Church.”  To him “ England” s the
central point of the universe ;—socialiy,
politically, intellectually, his views are,
so to =peak, bounded by that iosular ho-
rizon. Ia it altogeiber surprising that
the =ame *“Joealism "—which he ealls
* patriotism "—the sane sense of ¥ su-
perionity " — a0 objectionuble  to his
neighbours—stiould atleet his ceclesing-
tical conceptions ? Is it not all very hu-
man, very natural? Taken alingether.
131t to be wondered at that Anglicans re-
main Anglicans ?

Fuarther, it is not for me to go. This is
neither a sermon, nor a controvemsial es-
=y, still less is it & thea'ogical treatise.
It only reniains to be said that, when in
apite of all these obstacles, and many
others aflecting each individual ditter-
ently, an Anglican beecomes o Catholie it
is w trivmph of the unspeakable, un-
merited grace of God. For thuse who re-
main, let there be charity, pity and
fervent prayer; “ those that are withont ™
—outside the told of the Church—* God
judgeth 7; we may not, and, we dare
not. Frascis W, Gueey,

Temperance Deomonstration.

St Ann's chhureh was (ilted to overtlow:
ing on the anniversary of the Sio Ann's
T. A.and B, rociety.  The eeremonies
were opened by prayer by the Rev.
Father Strubbe, ("S5l The sermon
was praached by the Rev, J. A, MeCGallen,
S8, of St. Patriek’s.  The Lev. father
took for his text < If any man will come
after me let him deny himself.”=Alathew
xvi,, 24, The Rev. father's disconrse was
a most eloguent one, and deeply inm-
pressed the large congregation. After
the benediction the pledge of total abgti-
nence was administered (o a large num-
ber.  The main altar was most magnifi-
cently decorated for the oceasion, being
ablaze with countless colored lights and
tapers. Seats of honor were arranged in
the sanctuary and were occupied hy
Messrs. W. P. Kennedy, Jus, MeGuire
M. G. Ryan, M. Cullen, S. McKillop, St.
Ann's T. A, and B. society; Thos. Lati-
mer, A. Bragan, N. P, John Walsh, J.H.
Kelly. Jas. Milloy, F. Collins, Wm. Selby,
J. I Costigan, D. Brown, 8. MeArthur,
W. P, Doyle, M. Doolan, 8. MeNichols,
F. Doyle, M. Sharkey, 5t. Patrick’s T.A.
and 13, society ; Fhos Smith, Wm. Orton,
M. McCarthy 3! Knne, J.\Ward, I Polan,
St. Gabriels T. AL and: B. society, and
othiers.

IMoreau and hi= Co-

adjutor,

I3isho,.

Bighop *Morean, of St Hyacinthe, has
issued a_mandement oflicially annonneing
the appointment of Mgr, Deceltes asthis
cordjutor.  Mgr, Moreau gives to his
asmistant the same jurisdiction as the one
which he possesaes® himself and he asks
the, people of the diocese to have the
same respect and obedience for the'new
prelate as they huve for himseif.

IN GLASS.

———} That's the way Dr. Pierce's
Pleasant Peliets come. And

r-—— il’s a more importar® point
1 than you tihink. It keeps

I them always fresh and reli-

1 able, unlike the ordinary
pills in cheap wooden or
pasteboard boxes.

They're put up in a better
way, and they act in a better
way, than the huge, old-fash-
joned pills. No griping, no
violencs, no reaction after-
ward that somctimes Jeaves

ou worse off than before.

n that way, they cure per-

manently. = Bick Headache,
Bilious Headache, Constipa-
tion, Indigestion, 'Bilious At-
tacks, and all derangements
of the liver, stomach, and
bowels are prevented, relieved, and cured,

They're tiny, su ar - conted granules, a
compound of refined and concentrated vege-
table extracts—the smallest in size, the easi-
est to take, and the cheapest pill you can
buy, for they're gunrantecd to give satisfac-
tion, or your money is returned. You pay
only for the good you get. . 4
ere’s nothi gi‘;"knlytobe " just as good.”

ERSONAL.—~LEGITIMATE DETECTIVE
WORK inconnsction with burglaries, for-
gerles, blackmalling schemes, mysterious dis-
appearances, and all detective work in crimi-
na andc\vu%usmeaa rompily attended to by
the Canadian Becret Service. Offices, Temple
Building. Montreal. Office Telephone: 1.
Private Telephonea: 4658 and 6040. JOHN

A,
GROSE, 8upt. Comm= cial Work ; SILAS H.
PENTER, Supt. Oriminal Work. )
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GEMS OF THOUGHT,

You say you have not strength tc
earry your cross; but if your strengtk
fails you why do you not ask it of God

Never forget either the tenderness of
Jesus in the Blessed Eucharist or i
mercy in the Sacrument of Penance,

Reserved people often really need the
frank discusxsion of their sentiments and
ariefs more than the expressive.

Whoever does what he is commanded
by obedience can merit more than it he
allowed himself to be rapt with cestuey

Let us not fear that God who eares fon
wil will fuil those who accomplish his
holy will and hiave wholly devoted themr
selves to Has serviee.

1t is, as a general rule, a bad sign whew
a man has not a partienlar feeling o
devotion on the chicf feasts of the year
—Nt. I'}lililr Neri,

Never think of the imperfections ot
others, but rather of their virtues; and
always have your owp faults und defects
before your eyves,

He who Communicates often, as one
ought to do, brings forth good fruit, the
fruit of humility, the fruit of patience,
the fruit of all the virtues.
aleet us thank God for having ealled us
to His boly faith; it is a groat gift, auod
the number of those who thank God s
they should do for it, is small.

1 hate the cowardice of immutability.
It requires more courage to meet tricnde
made foes by our changed convictions
than to meet an army in battle arvay.

If the servant of God would fain walk
with more security through so many
snares scattered in every place, he should
Liave onur Blessed Lady as his medintrix
with her Son.

You are a Christian ; study the origin
of the name you bear ; trace to itssouree
the spiritual life that hws o vou,
Whenee has it sprung?  From Calvary ;
you know at what price.

When you arise in the morning, yon
rise up disciples of Jesns Cariste Lot i
be the first thing you do to knee! down
at His feet.  Gu out to vour daily work
irom His very side.

When satlering from weariness and
when the irksonienees of ourdaily duties
taxes our strength, let ux go tu Jesus in
the ‘Taberaacle; lle wili console and
tortify us —Ven Arclidegeun Kinaue,

God, for the sanctification and puriii-
cation of the human heart, placed Him-
self within the sphere of our atlections.
He has made ib casy to know Him and
tharefore easy* to love Him—Cardinnal
.”lhl!)iu_fl.

Iave recourse to prayer befure begin-
ning your actions, cnkindle more and
more yonr zeal for the glory ot God;
this ix the means of preserving yourselt
tram idle thoughis of vanity, and of
arming yourselt agueinst sci-complacen-
eX =N Franeis of Rowie,

REDUCED TO A SCIENCE.

The treatment of dlsease 18 now almost re-
duced to n sclence. A selenbifie product of
meadieal skll] for the eure of all blood disenses,
tront 4 comnion pimple fo the worst scrofn-
fous sore, which has held popular esteem tor

yeurs and increnses steadily in favor 18 Buar-
dock Blaod Bitters,  Iis cures prove ids worth,

>
A Nier Prospeer,—Traveller: Yon'll
please wake me te-morrow at seven.
Don’t let me oversicep myself, mind.
Landlord : No fear of that, sir; my two
Newfoundlands bark all througl the

night,

- ®

Paradoxical. -— Visitor  to  country
house : Hulloa! Nohody but onrselves
down to breakfast 2 Your family don't
appear to be pavticulnrly carly hirds,
Thomkins. Squire Thomkins: Well, no,
they’re not. Do what one will, one can-
not get the rising generation upin the
mornng.—unny Folls,

— e

Only may he.—Hes; If your father
would but use his influence to get me a
post we might be married at once, She:
And what post n1e yon fitted for, Charles?
He: Well, I am just the man for a sine-
cure. You couldn’t lind one better qua-
lified.~—Pich-Me-Up.

—_——— e

Deep in hisdifliculties.—Patient : May
I ask i( you use gas in extracting (eeth ?
Impecunious dentist absently : ITused to,
gir ; but—er—it’s been cut off at the

main,
P

A curious thing about planets and
stars is that those which revoive do not
shoot, while those which shoot are not

revolvers.—Judy.



