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THE GIFT OF FAITH.

m— A

Faraer HEwsNG OF " T

PREACHED BY TBE REV.
At ST. PaTRiOK'S CHURCH

RepEMPTORIST DRDER, {
QuesEo, SUNDAY, 3078 JULY, 1871

(Beported for the TRUE WiTyss.) -

« «es that see_the things which you s
e hea the things Which you heal” -

And what, I ask you, my dearly beloved brethren,
had the disciples of Jesus Christ seen, and what had
they heard, that our dear Lord should make them
ihese congratulations? They-had seen Bis miracles,)
they had hesn the witneskes of ‘Hig;bumiliations,
they had seen how He' -Was persgoited by, men,
they had heard His ddctting, but they had nof seen’
His triumphs, not.évén His resurrection: from the
dead, They had seen’ only I:ha..b'egin_qings of
Christianity—-they had seen the child in its cradle,

What could-our dear Lord say-to us, were he to ap-
P
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ee,
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ear amongst us on this day—now that 1800 years
have expanded our views; now that we gee Christ.
janity, not any longer sn infant buta full grown
man’ now that the gospel is spread all over the
world? would He not pronounce us thrice, aye, a
buadred times happy for seeing the things which
we see,and hearing the things which we hear. And
why is this happiness.ours?...Bacause -we have re-
ceived from God the gift of Faith. It is the great-
o8t gift that" God-can. bestow upon man, and, my
dear brethren, we can never be thankful enough to
God for having bestowed it upon us.
. What -do we understand.-by-thé gift of Faith?
Faith, on the part of God, is- 8 .supernatural gift
bestowed gratnitously upon man, in’ order thiat by
.this gift, man may be enabled to submit, willing by
and cheerfully, to the teachings of God's revelation.
On the part of menp, it is the virtue by which he
believes all things that God bas revealed. I'say
it is & supernntaral gift. It canmot be tha object
of science. The object of acience is the natural
world, Science can investigate the course of the
stars, the layers of which the surface of the-earths
is composed, the nature of plants, the natute nnd
conduct of the animsl creation—all that belongs to
‘the abode of man. Ican go farther &till—it can
Jnvsstigate the ideas of Teason; but further than
this it cannot go. It canmot ovcratep its own
boundaries; it cannot transcend its limits; it can-
not rige from the natural fo the supernatural. Now,
the objects of Faith are noi natural. Theyare
above the comprehension of reason. And, becanse
they are above man's comprehension, abovethe
sphere of reason—it follows .that .science cannot
make them the subject of its investigation. There-
fore, if you have Faith, it is not because science
has given it to you. Itis because it is the gift of
God, gmtuitously bestowed by Him upon you.
Faith is not the result of investigation, not the re-
sult of study, not the result of reading. Imvesti.
gation, study, reading, may be Recessary,and are
necessary, to bring before us the facts of revela-
tion. They are necessary to remove the obstacles
in the way of belief, but they cannot confer upon
you Faith ; they cannot give you the strength to
believe what God has revealed; they cannot be-
stow upon you that moral power which accepts the
truths of revelation without the least hesitation,
Faith iz not the consequence, not the result, not
the reward of natural virtue. A reward must al-
ways be proportionate to the action of which it is
the reward, end the reason of this is simply the
justice of God. Because God is just he is bound
to reward all virtue, but He is bound to reward it
in its own sphere. Nataral virtue, Ho rewards by
giving o natural reward ; and supernatural virtue,
by giving a supernatural reward. Now, as Faith
is something supernatural, and natural virtue does
not transcend the sphere of the natural ; it follows
that Faith cannot be the reward of natural viriue.
No matter how good a man may De, how just to-
wards his neighbors, how faithful to his wife and
children, how honest in all hig dealings; he can-
not claim, as the reward of these natural virtues,
the gift of Faith from God. Henco we seo often
enough that men who lend good lives, are good
citizens, good fathers of families, good husbands,
honest in busiuess fransactions with their neigh-
bors. Wesee that these mon live ininfidelity, die in
infidelity, and we know that they must be lost in
their infidelity. - On the other hand, we sge mien
whose whole lives are steeped in crime, who8§ vites
and sins have grown over their heads—wesee these
mien, all at once, touched by God's grace, and hum-
bly seeking admission to the Holy Catholic Church,
Why is this? It is simply because Faith cannot
Yo the reward of patural virtue. Faith is a gift of
God, and it isa gratuitous gift and is bestowed
upon us, not because we have deserved it, but be-
cause God wishes and chooses to give it tous. It
is & pift which enables us to nccept all those truths
which He has revealed, without any exception or
imitation, which enables us to believe that which
our reason can never comprehend. For tell me,
can you comprebend by reason that in God there
are three persons, that each of these three persons
is God, and yet that these three persons are ouly
one and not three Gods? Can you comprehend by
reagon that in Jesus Christ there are two distinct
natures, the nature of God and the nature of man,
united hypostatically, i.c. in oze and the same per-
gson? That the Blessed Virgin is a Virgin and yet
a mother; & mother witbout tho loss of her virgin.
ity; a Virgin before the birth of Christ, in the birth
of Christ, and before the birth of Christ? That by
the pronouncing of a few words by the priest at
the altar, the substance of the bread and wine is
changed in the bedy and blood of Jesus Christ?
That by the pronouncing of a few word to the peni-
tent, all his sing are washed sway, and his soul
made whiter than the driven snow? Reason can-
not comprehend those truths. It requivesa power-
ful effort to accept them as true. This
power is given by the gift of Faith. Is nof,
evidently, the gift of Faith the greatest gift
that God can give us? Faith is the source of all
our happiness. It is the source of our. happiness
inthis world, and the source of our happiness in
the next world, No creature can be happy unless
it be in the element for which God has created it.
Now God did not create man to driuk, to sleep, to
work like & mule, and then to rot. He made him
for a higher design, a Bobler aim, He made man
that he might know Him and scrve Him,and in
this knowledge, this service, he might work out his
design and make out happiness in Heaven. There-
fore, man cannot be heppy unless he isin that
supernatural elemens, He cannot be happy unless
his desire for knowledge is satisfied. Caun a man
be happy when his mind is always in doubt? when
this doubt concerns his own salvation, the end for
which he exisis? * He cannot; neither wealth, nor
pleasure, nor the amusements of life, will make
him happy 88 long as his mind is deprived of that
certainty which he naturally seeks, Hence we
read: of men who, although they wallow in wealth,
are surrounded by all the luxuries, have a good
wife and happy children around them-—wa read of
such men putting an end to their existence. And
why is this? Because they are not happy. They
are not happy because there is the desire—their
longings are not ‘satisfied. They have not that
certainty which alone can make a man happy,
Faith, on the other hand, gives that certainty.
‘When you believe, you know that you are standing
on a solid rock., The winds' and waves of doubt
have no infinence on you, You know that youare
Qod’a child, that He 18 your Father, that he pro-
vides for all your wants. If he sends you affliction,
youknow that itis not because he does” not, but,
becaing ho loves you. ‘When you have faith, you
are haply in adversity and in prosperity, when you,
are slck and in-good health, in the state of: grace,
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'|-faith, you know you have

‘{ young men and young women,

‘| ture to lead a'.chaste life: such’as iz, réquited by

are in- the state of mortal sin. When you have
a foundation-upon.which:
repentance can be built. Faith 1s.the basis.of. all}
supernatural virtus, Yon are. required'toJead-a,
1ife.of chastity, and this is required, not:only from;

ried men and women.  All are bound-to leada
‘chaste lifs, each one according to his Gondition,
Now, I ask-you,is it possible for fallen human na.

Chrigtianity? I say it id not—to ba chaste'in our
words, In.our thoughts, inouractions,-*Onr actions
might be controlled by humsn' considerations ; but

‘who can'control cur thoughts?:! who can enter in-

to our kearts sad coutroizpur deaired’? = Thie buper-

:natural faith of God alone:,  Therefore, I 'say that.
without faith'it{s impossiblé‘tolead s supefnatnral
‘life—fo practice.virtue;-and-potwrirtue of the na-
tural order. © Does not Christianity - réquiré of eaoh,
and every one that he should eyen "1ove -hid ‘ene:}
mies ? now, I agk’you, is the love of our’ enemies
something that can be required~of unassisted, na<s
ture? And yet it is law and we must perform'is

This is a supernstural virtue and only supernatural

grace cal assist us to practice thls virtue. There.

fore, again I say without faith it is.impossibleto:
lead & supernatural life}~Faith i the basigiof our’
happiness in heaven, “Ho¥y- Scriptare-télls us tHat
-without.faith it.is impossible«to-pleass-God:-+Does'
not Holy Scripture, also say that nothing- defiled-
can enter into the kindom of God. If Faith is-the

means by which our'soul is purified, by which the

stain of sin i3 removed, then it follows that Faith

is the basia of our happiuess in liedven, - Take away

Faith and the foundation of man's kappinees crumb-

les into the dust; take away Faith and all his hope

of the future is gone; and his life dwindles-into a

withering sentimentalism ; take away Faith, and

you deprive him of his_happiness; and you have

made man a savage—worse than a savage, s brute

with no hopes, no aspirations beyond the hopesand
aspirations of his belly. Take away Faith and you
have robbed him of everything thet ennobles him ;

of everything that makes him worthy of the tittle
of manhood; of that signature which God gave

him when he created him, that is to say, the image

and likeness of God, ] L

Therefore do not expose’ your Faith to danger.
Do not read Protestant or infidel works, you must
drive from your minds all doubts concerning Faith
for to harbor a doubt, to entertain it willfully, is
already an act of treason ; it is doubting the vera-
city of Yesus Christ. Avoid all ununecessary as3ocia-
tions with those outside the Catholic Church, If
you do not, you expose your Faith to danger of be-
ing lost. Children should not be sent to Protest-
ant schools. Young men and young women should
not be allowed to sssoclate unnecessarily with Pro-
testants for it exposes their precious Faith to danger
of apostacy. How many Catholics will says to the
priest, “ Father, I may convert such and sucha
men ?* Let me tell you one little piece of truth :
I am an old missionary though young in years. I
have travelled all over the world, I have given
sermons in every large city of the United States, in
England, Ireland, and in Scotland, and I tell you
here that for every Protestant who is gained to the
Catholic Church by a mixed marriage, ten Catholics
are Iost to the Faith. 'The work of conversion God
has given to the Apostles. Your dutyis to give
a good example of ot Faith and submission to the
laws,

We must be Catholics, not only here in Church;
we must be Catholics in our home, in the counting
housge, in the work shop, in the streets, in our edu-
cation, in our politics, in our inner life. The
Church needs our consolation in her struggle against
infidelity. Let our lives, then, be in accordance
with our Faith, 60 that we may live good Catholics,
dlegood Catholics, and earn in Heaven the reward
of our good lives here below.,

SEVEN HOME RULERS WORK.

A TWENTY-EIX HOURY BESSION IN THE ENOGLISH PABLIA-
MENT.

A climax was reached on Tuesdsy night and
yesterday in the obstruction of - busines in the Im.
perinl Parliament by the harndful of Irish Home
Rulers, led by Messra Parnell, member for County
Meath; Riggar, member for County Cavan; and
0'Connor Power, member for County Mayo. On
numberless occasions during the present session
have these enfants terribles of Irish discontent driven
8ir Stafford Northeote, Chancellor of the Exchequer,
to despair, goaded Mr. Gathorn Hardy, Becretary of
War, to the verge of madness, and irritated Mr.
Cross, the Home Secretary, to a state of mind of
which his name givis ouly the faintest idea. All
this hag been done by making use of theranles of
the House to make the Houscas unraly as possible,
Never were six hundred engineers more conepi-
ouously hoist with their own petards than the
¢ pohle lords,” ¢ right honorable,” ¢ honorable and
gallant,” “honorableand learned,” and plain “honor-
able” gentlemen of the Imperial Parliament. You
would call it filibusteriog in America, but it is
called by every name which irritation would bounce
to the lips of the profane or studied depreciation
could suggest. -
In addition to the three members already named
the obstructionists count in their slim but deter-
mined band Mr! Francis Hugh O'Donuell, the lately
returned member for Dungarvan, whose fierce and
vehement oratory has been poured out like witches
oil upon the already troubled waters of the House,
and who at a thetorical bound leaped into the ill-
will of old England. Captain Nolan, of the artil-
lery, member for County Galway, hasalso efiiciently
heiped to scatter the obstruction grape.shot. Mr.
Harley Kirk, the member for Louth, a farmer who
has little to say but is ever ready to votc when the
Government is to be barrowed, is also one of the
band, which finally includes Mr. Edward Dwyer
Gray, member for County Tipperary, son of the
late Sir John Gray and propriefor of the Dublin
Freeman's Journal, having succeeded his father in
the directorship of that influential paper. At vari-
ous times the obstructionists included Mr, Richard
Power, member for County Waterford; Major O'-
Gorman, member for the city of Waterford, the
heavy weight and wit of the House; and, by a
strauge chance, Mr. Whalley, the monomanical
Pope and Jesuit bater, member for Peterborough,
North Hamptonshire,

A month ago the obstiuctionists held the House
for fifteen hours on one pretext after another, but
the session which began at four o’clock on Tuesday
afternoon and ended at ten minutes past six last
evening, & continuous session of twenty-six hours,
was the longest ever passed through by the British
Parliament. Throughout the greater portion of the
time scones of the wildest exciternent were enacted.
The seven obstructionists who pitted themselves
against the six hundred were beaten at last, and
the air will echo with the story thereof for weeks.

Almogt anything in the shape of Goverpment
businesa has been good enough for Messrs Parnell
and Biggar to attack ; but the South African.Con-
federation Bill, which provides for the absorption
nolens volens of the Transvaal Republic, founded by
the Dutch Boers, into a federation with. the Cape
Colonles, wag especially objectionable to them. The.
annexation is strenuously opposed by the Boers
themuselves, . and bence, giving the Irish Home
Rulers a parallel case to that of their own country,
‘the bill was attacked tooth and nail.. The half-,
‘dozen or so obstructioniats could not hope to pre-
vent the bill ultimately from becoming -a law, but.

they were resolved to oppose it at every clause, and,

to it thoy went. There were seven. of them, 88 al-
ready enumeratad. ' L
“‘Alarmed at the ineffectiveness of all previous,

‘but ‘al8o- Sront mar- ) Tk

‘ment made proparatjgue'to wear, out-thie resistance

e g )

by pEjsicalpneans: It walarrangeéd fhat ihe Hougs.
Al B A e e Ay Pl o o

aud day by fresh’
ey who were s oy on /e gl ik ex:
aiStad natureicompelled the handfal/ 6 sficenmb.

Thi 1eaders. of ths Oppesition %1;2: fully gave thelr
saigtance, Mr: Willlam! B, Fostet declaring that,
wauld sit-it out and.

-

‘agei
though sixty.years of age;he -
dtick until the-end. ez ) s < F e 0 LT
x * By'six_o'clock on Tdesiay evening the House
‘went into-Committee of the .-Whole on the.South
‘African bill. At once the trouble began. -Every
‘device in the “shape ¢f amebdments:on’ which-the

House conld=be. divided -was- reagrted 16, --Ab an’
_eariy-ftage themotion,now terriblefo Englishears,
that " progress be reported’, was  made.. 1t sfimply
‘means-that no more businis-can be dotie. on that
toensnre, -Out filed the mumbers to the lobby for
‘thé division, and back they ‘l:;ooped again, fresh and
| notive at firsh.' Motion déleated by an enormous
majority. . No matter, To it again. More amend-
wents are offered and more divisions foliow. It at
last becomes like a walk of Weston and O'Leary.
No sooner are the honorables in than they are out
sgain, Itbecomes very wearying. :

. Many olvhe English members left the House at
nine o'clock to return at midnight. A frésh: relay
-arrived at four o’clock., The obstructionists now
\found the-work «telling on'-them; and ‘adopted™the’
-tactics of their opponents-and rested iaturn.”"

% YWhoever rose fo speak was greeted 'with the most
‘déafeﬁing‘ho"wls, and kence, when a fresh amend-
ment was offered or the terrible % that progress be
reported” was presented;the divisionstook place in
solemz silence, the greatest bitterness wasexhibited
by the majority, who were kept moving In and ouf
during the slow processof counting the ! ayes”and
“poes” The Irish.members kept up a ghastly
good-humor, Fresh doorkeepers and policemen
were provided to relievethe wearled officials.

At four o'tlock Mr. High 'C, Childérs, s member
of the Gladatonoe Cabinet, took the chair in place.of
the of the ordinery chasirman., At five o'clock Mr.,
W. H, Smith, the member for Westminster, succeed-
ed Mr, Childers in the chair. Daylight gradually
came in. The gaslight, was extinguished and ihe
sun shone on a very haggard assemblage. '

In the course of the night Mr. Parnell proposed
an amendment which was simple nonsense, saying
he did not intend to make sense,” The amendment
was refused by the ‘chair after a scene bordering on
violence, o

Another incident of the night occurred when
Sir Stafford Northcote, the leader of the Houre, in
oue of the momentary pauses,declared that the Go-
vernment intended to pass the bill if they bad to
sit through the vacation, Upon this Mr, ¢'Connor
Power, who had been made aware of the Govern-
ment tactics, charged the Government with having
organized a conspiracy to crush the Irish members,
Immediately the Houss was in a tumuli. The
chairman demanded the withdrawal of the word
‘tconspiracy.” hr. Power tried to explain, but the
cries of ¥ withdraw” drowned bis voice. e finally
withdrew the expression, .

Mr. O'Donnell having tried to justify the conduct
of the obstructionists, Mr. Butt, the Home-Ruler,
declared the Irish party repudiated Mr. O'Donaell,
and said that if he thought Mr. O'Donnell did re-
present the Irish party he (Mr. Buit) would retire
ag from an Irish brawl.

Sir Andrew Lusk, liberal member for Finsbury,
said the proceedings cutat the foundation of con-
stitutional government.

Messrs, Monk, Liberal member for Gloucester
City, and Anderson, Liberal member for Glasgow,
urged action by the Government and suggested the
censure of the obstructionists.

Mr, Gray, of the obstructionists, eaid the respon-
sibility for the demoralization of the House rested
on Bir Stafford Northcots, Chaucellor of the Ex-
chequer. Strong measures should have been taken
at first.

Sir William Vernon-Harcourt, Liberal member
for the city of Oxford, sald the reason that stronger
action was not taken wis not on account of the
wenkness of the Houso,but to ehow the character
of the contumaciousness to the couatry and give
the obstructionists rope enough.

Mr, Gmy cried, % Hear, hear,” sneeringly.

Sir Patrick O’Brien, a Home-Rule member tor
King's County, objected fo this, and intimated that
Mr, Gray wasa “humbig” and a “ damned fool,”
which expression he had to withdraw as unparlia-
mentary,

" At seven o'clock new relays of English members
began to arrive, and were received with frantic
cheers by the members whom they would relieve,
The necessity of keeping the Parliamentary quorum
of forly prevented many from leaving cven when
utterly worn out. : :

" The Chancellor of the Exchequer again appealed
fo the terrible seven to abandon the hopeless con-
test, It was invain., Thecffer wasrejected, and the
amendments and motions to report progress were
offered, and the filing in apd out weat wearily on,

At ten o'clock yesterday morning the Irish seven,
after their cighteen hours' combat, were much ex-
hausted. Farmer Kirk was so wenk that it was ne.
cessary to support him in his tramps in and out.
O'Donnell was greatly distressed. Parnell was white
s a corpsg, and had great black 1ings about his
eyes, Gray and O'Connor Power remained fresh,
Biggar was agleep. Shortly after he returned to the
Housge and took the opportunity, on a motion to
% report progress,” to say that he had had a good
sleep and a good breakfast, and was now ready for
any amount of legislation.

Messrs. Parnell and O'Connor Power then went
out to rest, relieved by Mr, Biggar and others,

Just before naon the Ohancellor of the Exchequer
intimated that he would move the suspension of
the obstructionists, and a messenger was sent pri-
vately to bring tho Marquis of Harrington, the
leader of the Liberals, to second the motion. Thig
measure, however, was not resorted to. Shorily
afterward, Sir Stafford Northcote having been in-
vited by Mr, Knatchbull-Hugessen, Liberal mem.
ber for Sandwich, to take gwift and strong action
in the matter, thanked his supporters for the as-
gistance he had received, made a finel appeal to the
minority to yicld, and hoped that, in the absence of
the honorable gentlemen whom he expected to ar-
rive shortly, the committes would persevere with
the bill. a

Mr. O'Donnell affected to regard this as a threat
of coercion, and said that under the altered circum-
stances he would retire from the contest. As long
as it was a question of physical endurance he and
his friends were prepared to go on, This practically
ended the fight on tho African bill, which was then
pushed forward in committee and completed at ten
minutes past two'amid thunders of applause. Dur-
ing the contest the chairman of the committes was
relieved four times, and thers wers in all twenty-
two divisions in ag many hours.

‘The House then proceeded to take up otberbills.
A violent scene followed in the discussion of the
Judicature (Irelaud) bill again caused by Mr. Parnell
This, bill, which involves and changes the constitu-
tion of the Irish law courts in several ways, and
rakes. up the question of pafronage in the ceurt
offices, hes been bitterly ‘contested by the Irlsh
members,and they have succeeded in making
many important amendments, Mr, Parnell bas been
very active in this, 7. "

_So'the obstructionists retired exhausted after

,él;plrbitter fight. The feeling throughout  the’
%
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Through the long twenty-six hours’ session the.
scenes throaghout were dnimated and sometimes
stormy,. Within recent history.there has. been no.

|paraliel to this eitting, "The .House of, Commons

sat twenty-five hoyts on the Slavery Emancipation,

and, I ventue to say, you are happy even when you
I S 1“ T Ly e3sy aa TR T U i § A ‘L A.“.,.”
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‘measures to curb the Irsh Patnellites, the Govern.
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bill; but. ot on accoutt ofiobstraction, , .

‘[ ent. sends” from

untry, is one. of, exasperation against them. |

. GrAPHIG/BICTURE oF THE FionT AT PLEVIA.
3td.—The Daily News' corréspond:

. Parsdin, near Plevna; ‘a' graphic
account < of-.. Tuesday’s’ battle, the - sabstan-
-Hal:facts of which are as already telegraphed tothe
United -States.. ' The. following closing scénes give
‘& vivid idea of the extent of the Rissisn disaster:
‘The “correspondent ig’ with Prince Schackoskvy’s
comrmand, and does not purport te give dny acconnt’
of the condition or l0sses- of, @eneral -Ktudoner's
corps, and that now all:hope ‘of succees 'anywhere
‘was dead, Prince Schagkoskvy:had nota man left
& cover the reiréat,nnd the Turks struck :without
agtint, They had. the-ipper-hdud for, once, *and
were determinéd to make the most of it} They ads
vanced in swarms, through the dusk;'on their. first
original- position, aad captared the Russidn cannons’
before the.'bafterfes 'could be wittidrawn. " The
Turkish shells’began once more to whistle over the-

.
T
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streams of wounded, wending their painful way
-over the bridgo wera incessant. The badly wounded
mostly lay where they fell: * Later, in the dark-
ness, the Bashi-Bazonks swarmed gyer the - laitle-
field and sparéd not' Lingering thére on the ridge

till the.moon rose,he staff-could-hear from-below'

the cries of pain aud entreaties for mercy, and the
yells ofithe' blood-thirsty;fanatical triumph. .

" Phe "Turke had our Huge before dak, snd we
could watch the flash of flame over against us, and
then listen to the screan of the ghell agit tore by
us. The sound of the rifle bullets' was incessant,
aud the escort and retreating. -wounded were struck.
A detachment at length began. to:come ‘straggling
up. But to give somejidenof didorganization,
when a company, was tol off .to.cover "somewhat
the wounded in Radishow, it had-to be-made up of
men of several regiments.| About nine ‘6’clock the
stafl quitted the -bridge, leaving it lttered- with
groaning men. General Rrudenet sent word in-the
morning that he, had lost jeverély, and could meke
no headway, and bad resolved to- fall back on the
line of the river Osma. There bad beén talk of his
troops. being fresh, of renjwing the attack to:day
with his co-operation, but we have no troops to at-
‘tack with. The moderate istimate is, that we have
lost two regiments, say 5,030 ‘men out of our three
brigades, a .ghastly number; beating Eylau and
Friedland. This takes hiownccount of General
Krudener's losses. We, tcd, retire on the Osma
river, about Bulgareni, and to the best-of our weak
strength, cover the bridge at Sistova. - Not a Rus-
gian sodier stands betweey Tirnova and the vic-
torions Turkish army in L‘fveca and Plevna, and
only a weak division of ths eleventh corps stands
between Tirnova and the S§um-la army. I look on
Prince Schackoskvy's forc
campaign to be counted as: fighting integer.

So, on this side of the Balkans, there remains but
the ninth corps, already roughly handled,—once at
Nicopolis and once at Plevpa; one division of the
eleventh corps, sod the tchuk army. If the
Rustchuk army is marched to the west against
Plevne, then the Turkish army of Rustchak is let
loose on the Russian commnunications to Tirnova.
The advance over the Ballkans is- seriously com-
promised The Russian strait is so bad that
scattered detachmentshave been cailed up from out
of Roumanis, and the Roumania division, com-
manded by Ueneral Mann,which crossed a day or
two ago, at Nicopolir, has been called up to the line
of the Osma River. We are falling back on Bul-
garla with all speed, leaving tho Bnlgarian villages
to the tender merciesof the Tarks. On our left
General SkobeloR was very severely handled,
having lost 300 men out of his single infantry
battalion, " :

THE RETREAT,

The same correspondent, telegraphing from
Simnitza, under date of Avgust at, gives an account
of the retreat. . He says :—¢ The road from Poredin
to Bulgareni, was combered with broken and re-
treating troops, wholly destitute of order, officers
withont soldiers, soldiers without officers, withont
cohesion, and mostly without arms, At the narrow
bridge, near Bulgareni, there was wild confusion,
and a complete block of tumbrils, ambulance wag-
gons, provision waggons, officers’ caleches, led
horses, and carts filled with wounded, "all Jummed
in describable chaos. There bad been wounded all
along the road, but the bulk of the wounded begsn
a little way beyond Bulgareni, and extended in an
unbroken .line. to Sistova, They were mostly
carried in ox carts,the severer cnsea in-ambulances,
and large numbers tramped on foot. Immense
numbers of wounded had tramped the whole way
from the battle-field, and were already entering
Sistova at six o'clock yesterday evening. They
have walked nearly forty miles in twenty-four
bours, wounded as they were. Nearly all those
wounded, however, managed to walk out of the
battle. The bad cases were mostly left where they
-fell. The staff officer, with whose estimate I am
ioclined to agree, thinks the whole force lost Dbe-
tween 6,000 and 7,000 men in killod and wounded.
A brigade of the thirty-second division suffered
most heavily. Besides ihe terrible loss of men, it
sacrificed the imperial banner of one of its regi-
ments. The whole of thirtieth division have been
smitten sorely. All the thrae brigades of Prince
Schackoskvy’s command are for n time 1n a state of
disorganization.

THE IRISH “ OBSTRUCTIONISTS.”

We take the following extracts from the N, Y.
Hergld correspondent regarding the obstruction-
ists:—

Twelve mottths ago the namaes of these gentlemen
were scarcely known beyond the circles of their
immediate friends and those who read dailly every
word of the parliamentary reports. To.day they
are better known, are more frequently spoken abont
and, to a certain extent, are more powerful than
mauy of the gentlemen who are supposed to rule Eng-
lisk destinies. There is scarcely a debate in which
they do not figure; there is not an English news-
paper in which they are not mentioned in terms of
abuse. The Times pusses judicial sentence on them;
the Daily Telegraph bursts into tears over their ob-
stinacy ; the Daily News is decorousty vicions, and
the Siandard is in a whiterage. The funny journals
of course, follow suit, and Punch, Fun, Judy and
others crack jokes &t the expense of the pair, some-
times witty and nearly always coarse,

I will now let Mr. Parnell himeelf speak in ex
planation and defence of his policy Having writ-
ten to him respectivg an interview I received a
courteous reply In the course of & few hours. Mr.
Parnell invited me down to the House of Commons,
and there I met bhim in one of the lobbles.

“Iam pleased to find,” said the member from
Meath, 4 that your paper takes an interest in our
proceedings. You wish to present my views to the
American people ?

1 bowed agsent,

“Let us take & walk, then, oun thc Terrace, and
have a talk on the gubject.” -

The Terrace is a long walk which looks on the
Thames, rolling by. Itis a deliciously cool spot
in hot weather, and,in.the long evenings, it is
much affected by the youthful members given to
cigars, gin cobblers, and the wearing of white
waldtcoats . S S

. Correspondent—You have endeavored to remedy
this state of things ? : : ‘

Mr, Parnell—We have endeavored to puta stop
to the transaction after half-past twelve o'clock at
night of any fresh business which requires discus-
slon.  When the. House .has sat. from. a quarter
to four to hulf an hour after midnight, we think it
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bridge-above Radishova, and falllinto the village |
behind,  now -c¢rsmmed with wounded. - The]

as no longer for ‘this |

. 1-a'scene.to be remarbaretd:1t it 4

Corréspondent—What h eff
acporre p' nde 8s befan the eﬁect of your

. Mr, Parnell—~The effect has been startling. - Thig
sesglon we have prevented the Government from
getting through at least three fousths of the work
y_r_h}ch they hed Iald out for themselves af the be-
ginning of the segsion. The remaining fourth. re, :

prefents about thie capacity for work of the Imperi.

‘al-Parliament, " Lo
. Correspondent—Your action has” su
to.a great deal of
-English press, L - .

; Mt Parnell—~I don't consider it thé dutp of o
Irish matlonal wember to' regulste his action by

the commenta of English! journals, An Trishuming,
enced by Eng.

¢ o ii'é-é:ted
ridicule and Lvitupe’fﬂ.ﬂ'}én i ,’;%';

who thus allows: himselfito bo influ
dish opinion becomes & gnob and a flunkey,

., Correspondent--Pardon. me for the remark; hut
isft}:bl:ngt ssm}: {g%gg;j_).lgnca_ between your line
of copduct and that'of the fillibusters i
States Congress? = = aters in the Upited
Mr, l?;h‘egl-"-%,&b} n0 means.
any justice be'called fillibusters. ,Fillibuster;

T understand if, was an attempt, by maligggné‘i]ﬁs
tgry motiovs, to waste time and so prevent the Pri«
sidential count being obtained by a certain day
We, on the contrary, never make purely dilstox§
A:gl:o.t:ogs.t.... Ottxg s?cc:atshdepeads not on our waste ot

me, but on the fact that the i i
]-iaé more .work than it can do faglish Parliament !
> Correspondent—~Your action has met with some
gﬁ:ﬁ%roval from ?tl;er l_m_emllaers of the home rale
Mr. Parnell—Obh, yes,
‘Correspondent—Their obj
is that. you only. irritate you
would be better ta trya poli
conciliation ?

Mr; Parnell~The-policy of arzument and ilia-
ti_on has heen tried and found ‘%'anting ;nw(;oriféil:r
did get anything, we never will get anythlng by soft
sp%eches nu% an hu‘%\ble demeanor."!

. ‘Correspondent—Will not the inconveni

Engh_sh bu.smeas caused by your action p::;lfse tz
strong feeling agaiost you in England?

: ‘Mr.-Pagne]l—Be it 80; that will be all the better
for the Irish cruse. It is ouly by bringing the in.
convenience home to their owan doors that we can
make t}xe Euglish government clearly understand
the‘e\'lls of the present system. When they have
suffered at our hands a little of the inconvenience
wo have been so long suffering al theirs they will
begin to sec ourdemand for a change of legislative
arrangement in a very different light,

?or}usp&udgt—Dé: you think you have lost any
votes for the Homo Rule cause by the cou
have adopted? d olse you
- Mr. Parnell—As yet catainly not. On that point I
am quite certain.

Cotrespondent—DButin time you surelyare certain
to lose the sympathy of theliberal prrty, on which
the Irish cause bas bad principally to rely. Will
they not be forced by the violence of public
feeling in England against you to cast you off, and
refuse all alliance with you, even on pofats they
were formerly willing to concede?

Mr. Parnell—Ouraction may produce an estrange-
ment from us of the 1iberal party for o time, But
th}s feeh_ng will, Lhave no doubt, pass away. They
will see in the end that it is wa who are following
atraly liberal policy, Decentralization, the in-
crease of local power, is the guiding principle not
only of the Irish Home Rule party, but rightly un.
derstood of the English liberal party also.

Correspondent—Can you point to any other re-
sult of your action? ' .
- Mr. Parnell—Yes, It has always beon asserted
py Englishmen that they would be only too glad
if we took part in the discussion of English, as
they do in that of Irish affairs. Well, we have
taken the hint, and you see the reception we have
met. We always believed that this professed anx-
iety of Englishmen for our intervention was a pre-
tence. We have now proved it to be so.

-Correspondent—\What will you do in case the
half-past twelve rule is not passed next session ?

Mr. Parnell~Well, we must only adopt other
means, Ihave no doubt we shall find some quite
as effective as those we have adopted up to this.

Correspondent—~Do you anticipate good results
for, the Irish cause for yoor line of sction - . .-

We cannot in

sction, I understand,
r opponrents, that it
cy of argument and

ableto do. 1If for two we had twenty, what results
might we not hope for 7 We could make all busi-
ness absolutely impossible,

Correspondent—And then ?

Mr. Parnell—Why, then, the English Parliament
would be compelled to yield and to offsr a com-
promise, You may be perfectly sure that, whether
we Aucceed 50 thoroughly, we, at all events, will do
something, Up tothe present with our soft talk
and gentle ways, wehave done nothing—absolutely
nothing.

A Tatk wita Mz, BiGaag,

My conversation with Mr, Bigzar was one
short duration, for he is & sharp, bgrgsque speaker. of

Corregpondent—~You are not wholly satisfied
thh-the.present Home Rule party?

Mr. Biggar—No; some of the members rarely
attend ; others are lukewarm, but the great thing
I blame is the tendency of s0 many of cur mem-
bers ‘to becqme absorbed in one of the English
parties, This may suit the vanity of some talented
gentlem_en, anxious for oratorical fame, and there-
fore desirous of cultivating popularity in the Honse.
{3‘;1‘: ;Elxsh;:t{tm]':y oppose;i to my idea of our duties,

ght to keep ourselves ¢ | is-

ttné:t and indepenx()lent. ompletely spart, dis
orrespondent—You disbelieve i i

conciliat!i)on? lieve in the policy of

Mr. Power—When the English Parliament is re-
conciliatory to us we ovght to be polite to them ;
but it is equally our duty as men. and a5 represent-
atives of o nation to retarn insolence for insolence
blow for blow. '

Correspondent —You are not one “of those,
then, who care for the opinion of the English Par-
liament,

o Mr Ppwer—-The opinion of the English Parliament
is nothing to us, It is our Irlsh constitusnts we
ought to solely think of. '

Such isthe obstruction policy. It has created
88 much enthusiasm in Ireland us anger in Eng-
land, At the next genersl election there is certain
to be a distinct Parnell and Biggsr party, and there
can be little doubt that they will find many sup-
portera, With a body of twenty or thirty Home
Rulers, determined in character and pledged to ob-
struct’ all busiuess, the English Parliament will,
indeed, preseuta spectacle to make angels weep,

AN EVENING SCENE IN THE RUS-
SIAN CAMP.

A correspondent of the London News who accom-
panied the Fourteenth Corps in jts march through
the Dobrudja, sketches un early evening scene near
Trajan’s Wall. Along the road, perbaps half a mile
away were some' Turkish horsemen on the slope of
the next hill, and beyond this rise was a long un-
broken ridge, with the Turkishk camp extended
along the summit -in an irregular black liue, with’
here and there white tents. The Rusgian army was
dm_wn up in the. foreground for 'the evening hymn
which is always sungat sundown, The'soldiers .
stood there in parade with theirwhite caps under
their-arms, singing :in. chorus the aweet vesper
bymnu; with au interlude from the bands and bugles.
The long lines of : men: without thelr-acoutrements-
-standing o - roverential - silence' " whitle | the
bands-. played :.a :sfrain, snd "then joining in"
.the .- chorus with? golemn = earnestness — the

twilight  hour,. the'ipresence ‘“of the' enemy, -the
rgrand:lines, of ~the enciroling: hills,
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Mr. Parnell—You ses what two men have hbeen B

all made'it-
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