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THE ARCHANGEIS. -
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By MARGUERITE CLEVELAND. .~

er——

§t. Michsael.

"6 Michael, the Great Prince that atnndgp; for the
children of thy people.;’—Dan. xii, 1.

When it pleased the Almighty to select from
among the nations of the earth one people to be-
come peculiarly his own, he appointed St. Michael
to be leader over that chosen peopls, and;when the
power of the synagogue was permitted to cease, and
to be replaced by the power of the Church, so0 that

v

the Christians became the people of ‘God, then’

Michael, who had been the great prince of the
Hebrew people, became the prince and leader of
the Church militant in Chns!;endon-l, and the
guardian of redeemed souls against his old adver-
sary the Prince of Hell, (Rev, xii,6,7.) In the
story of Hagar in the wilderness, it is Michael who
descends to her aid. In the eacrifice of Isaac, it ia
Michael who stays the hand of Abraham ; and it is
the same great angel who leads the Israelites
through the wilderness. He itisalsowho descends

- to deliver the,three children from the fiery furnace.

The worehip paid to St. Michael, and which origin-
ated in the far East, is supposed _to have been
adopted by the Oriental Christlans in consequence
of a famous apparition of the archangel av Colossiv,
in Phrygia, which caused him to be held in special
veneration by the people-of that city, and perhaps
occasioed the particular warning of 8t, Paul to the
Cologslans. Of all the recorded apparitions of St.
Michael, the followiog is perhaps the most famous.
In the sixth century when Rome was nearly de-
poprlatud by a pestilence, St. Gregory, afterwards
Pope, advised that a procegswn.sh_ould be made
through the strects of the city, singing the service
since called Great Litaaies. He placed himself at
the head of the fuithful, and duriog threc days they
traversed the city, and on the third day, v_vhen they
had arrived opposite to the mole of Hadrian, Greg-
orv beheld the Archangel alight on the sunmit of
that monument, nad sheath his sword, dripping with
blood. Then Gregory knew that the plague wag
stayed, and a church was there dedicated in honor
of the Archangel, and the tomb of Hadrian has since
been called the castle of St. Angelo,

Ianll the representations of St. Michael, he is
young and beautiful, but ¢ severe in youthful
besuty,” as one who carries on s perpetual contest
with the powers of evil. He is the angelic Paladin,
armed in a dazzling coat of mail, with sword and
spear and shield. Thus we sce him standing by
the throne of the Madonna, or warshipping at the
foet of the Divine Infant.

St. Gabriel.

«1 am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of
God."—Luke, 1, 1.

In those passages of Scripture where the Angel
Gabricl is mentioned by name, he is brought before
us in the character of a messenger only, and always
on important occasions. In the Old Testament he
is sent to Daniel to announce the return of the
Jews from captivity and to explain the vision
which prefigures the destinies of mighty empires.

- In the New Testament the vision of St. Gabriel is

vet more sublime. He first appears to the high
priest Zachary and foretells the birth of St. Jobn
the Baptist. Six months later St. Gabriel is sent
to announce the appearance of the Redcemer of
mankind. Inthe Jewish tradition St. Gabriel is
the guardian of the celestial treasury. As the
angel who announced the birth of Christ, he has
been venerated as the angel who presides over
child-birth. He foretells the birth of Samson, and
in the apocryphal legends, he foretolls to Joachim
the birth of the Virgin Mary. In tbe East heis of
great importance, In consequence of the Oriental
devotion to this angel Mahomet pretended that he
was his immediate teacher aund inapirer, In the
New Tentarment St. Gabriel is much more frequently
alluded to than is St, Michael:

1n devotional pictures he is represented as a
majestic being, generally robed in white, his flow-
ing hair bound by a jewelled tiara, and bears in
one hand a lily or & scoptre, in the other a scroll
on which Is inscribed, ¥ Ave Maria, gratia plena 2"

St. Raphael,

“Y am Raphael, ono of the seven holy angels
which present the prayers of the saints, and which
go in and out beforc the glory of the Holy One."”

Tobias xii., 16,

There is an established belief that every created
being has a guardian angel deputed to watch over
him ; but the prince of guardian spirits, the guard-
ian angel of all humanity, is Raphael, and in-this
character, according to the carly Christiuns, he ap-
peated to the shepherds by night ¢ with good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be for all people” It
is, however, from the beautiful Hebrew story of
Tobiag that his attributes are gathered; he is the
protector of the oung and innocent,and he watches
over tbe pilgrim and the wayfarer. The character
given him in the Jewish traditions has been pre-
served throughout by Blilton; his sympathy with
the human race, Lis benignity, his cloquence, his
mild and social converse.

The devotional figures of Raphael exhibit him
in the dress of a pilgrim, sandals on his feet, his
hair bound with a diadem, the staff in his hand, and
sometimes ns guardian spirit he carried a sword.
Thus it is shown

....How Holy Church,
Doth represent with human countenaunce
Gabriel and Michael, and him who made

Tobias whole.
Dante, Tar, c., iv.

BURIAL OF THE DEAD.

——

# Remember, man, that thou art dust aad uato dust
thou shalt return.”

At all {imes, and in all countries, with very few
exceptions, the greatest respect has been pnid to
the remsins of mankind after death. Iven amongst
pagan nations the bodies of their departed friends
have boen generally treated with vcperation and
respect. Amongst the ancient Greeks and Nomans
as well ns the chosen people of God, solemn rites
were ordained for the dead, The rites and cerve-
monials among pagan nations were different from
tbose followed by the Jews, who alone treated the
remains of the dead in such a manner us to show
they felt they were to riso again at the last day with
the same bodies they had in this life, One of the
groatest stains on the character of the ancient Ro-
mans arose from the circumstance of their not
showing the same respect to their dead as other
pations; for tho slaves, and all those who were not
nble to pay the expenses of a funeral, were most
shamefully neglected after death, ‘This was not the
case amongst the more enlightened Grecks; while
with the chosen people of God the distinction be-
tween persons of different rank was still less regard-
ed, The practice adopted Ly the ancient pagan
nations was to consume by fire the remains of those
who departed this life, and then to place the sshes
in faneral urns, which were afterwards preserved.
But far more endearing to Christlans, and more
consonant to. the principles of our religion, is the
practice pursued by all Christian nations, of burying
‘the remsins of their departed brethren inthe earth ;

.80 that the sentence pronounced by the Almighty

on our first parents after their fall, might be verified

. nathely, that man, sprung from dust, should return
" again to that-enrth from 'which he came. If we
** revert to the times of the Patriarehs, we find in the:

.Book.-of Judges that Abraham purchased a ceme-
tery for himself and for his wife Sara ; and we know

:

‘[ from sacred history, that not only they, -but’ als¢7

_TH

| both of whom died in a distant land, all- expresse!

' balning their dend bodles, to; preserve them from

A AN
Tsaac and the Patriarch Jacob, with his'son'J oseph,-

their desira to be buried in the same place.“ " . -
- The religious feeling of survivors to have their
ashes mingled after death with those of their de-
parted relatives, i3 thus, 8s may be:seen from. the’
sacred Scriptures, of very. high - antiquity.. As- the
Jews had different feelings respecting death,-from
.other arcient nations, so their mode - of interment
wes algo different; they were in the, habit of em-

decay and cortuption,: The'Egyptians also em-
balined their dead -with & ‘similar object.: By the
law of Moses, all *persons were forbidden'to touch
the bodies of the departed; under the pain of becom-
ing unclean ; but this was ordered, not-for the pur-
pose of creating any distespect towards the-dead,
but in those countries where’ rontagion .18 80
dangerous, it was a salutary precaution to prevent
the spread of the disease, and &0 far from creating
a disrespect towards the departed, we know the very
contrary to have been the fact, and that amongst
the people of God the greatest respect was always
paid to the remaing df :their brethren, ‘Baul .was
buried under a tree; Moges, Josue, and ‘others, on
the mountain top. We are informed that the people
mourned for thirty days after the death of Moses,
and that there were great Jamentations throughout
all Jsrael. Wealso know, that among the Jewish
people one of the greatest aflictions that conld be-
fall an individual was to be deprived of the cerc-
monies prescribed for the interment of tho dead,
and hence this was one of the threats held out
against those who disobeyed the law of God, by the
prephet Jeremias, In that country, where perfumes
and spices were procured with so much facility
from Chanaan, the practice of embalming wes easily
continued, 'Their sepulchres were generally by
the sides of thoroughfarcs not unfrequently gardens ;
and it is well known that the Jewish people did
not make use of coffins for their dead. The Re-
deemer Himself was laid in the sepulchre without a
coffin, Lazarus was also buried without a coffin;
and the widow’s son of Naim sat up from his Dbier
on being called upon by the Son of God to arise,
showing that he was not inclozed in a coffin, After
being embalmed, the dead bodies were laid in
caves, hallowed out from the rocks, which were
easily found suited to the purpose in that moun-
tainous country. They were laid in those caves,
wrapped in sheets, but, as already said, without
coffins. Lazarus and the young man of Naim were
wrapped in sheets, and the Bedeemer bimself was
also inclosed in a similar manner, on being placed
in the tomb of Joseph ot Arimathen, which had
been dug in a garden nenr Mount Calvary. And
when Joseph of Arimathea wished to cmbalm the
body of our Lord, the Gospel says, that he bought
of myrrh and aloes about a huudred pounds weight,
This circumstance is used as an argument against
those infidels who deny that part of the Gospel { for
such a quautity of perfumes placed over His body,
wrapped in linen for so long a time, would have
Deen of itself sufficient to cavse death, even if He
had been alive when placed in the tomb,

When we come down to the early ages of Christ-
ianity, we find new forms of burial introduced,
During the times of persecution, the sacred mys.
terics of 1cligion were necessarily celebrated in the
vast caviti-s under or near Rome, from which the
clay and other materials for building the city wero
procured, and in which the ceremonies were carried
on at night, and even during the day, by the light
of lamps. Thus, as well as on account of its
mystic meaniong, naturally arose the custom of us-
ing candles during mass, in our churches, at the
present day. At this period the carly Christians
departed from the custom of the ancient Romaus,
and were in the Labit of placing the remains of
their deceased in those catacombs, near where their
religious sacrifices were offered up. Sepulchres
were hollowed out of the sides of the catacombs,
and these were afterwards closed and cemented
again, 8o that there was a separate tomb for almost
every individual. During the first three centuries
of the church, persecution continued rife, and this
custom provailed, and when Christian churches be-
gon to be built, the bodies even of the clergymen
were not interred in the interior of those new tem-
ples. Wheb, however, peace was restored to the
Christian world, by the Emperer Constantine, and
when churches were openly erected and founded, a
differont custom began to be introduced. That
monarch cxpressed a wish to be buried in the porch
of a church, The same course was adopted on the
death of the Emperor Theodosiue, and from that
period, bisbops, abbots and clergy began to be
buried in churcheg, until, between the ninth and
eleventh centurles, the custom of burying in or
near churches became general, and the ancient
practice fell altogether into disuse. In the Greck
church, there was established from the fourth cen-
tury an inferior order of clergymen, who were named
Kopiatoi, in Latin Fossores, or Diggers; and their
duty was, to see that every ceremonial required in
the Christian servire should be rightly performed
over the dead, and that all persons deceased should
be buried in a proper and becoming manner. Under
their direction the barbarous custom of the ancient
Romaas, to lavish such immense sums on the funer-
als of the more wealthy of their citizens, whilst
they neglected the poor, was entirely abolished.
We are informed, that at the death of Constantine
the Great, there were no less than 150 of those
Fossores engaged to superintend his funeral, and
the numbers employed on some other occasions are
alsn stated to have becr very great.

Inmodern times many persons object to inter-
ments in churches, and sometimes with very good
reason, as in large cites, whers interments are of
frequent occurrence, the efiluvie arising from the
decompocition ¢f a number of dead bodies is likely
to produce costagion and disease, This was, in
particular, observabse in the city of Paris, where
the churchyards became so full, that to preserve
the health of the city, they were forced to disinter
tie dead who had been buried during several cen-
turies, and to couvey their remains to the cata-
combs bencath Paris, where they were arranged in
proper order, 8o that beneath the living city there
is now established a city ofthe dead. As hasbeen
alrendy observed, the custom in the early ages
wag to embalm the dead in the first instance. After
the cmbalming, lights were placed around the
corpse, to denote the light of faith, by which the
Christian had been illuminated whilst living.
Hymns were also chanted, and amongst the fer-
vent Christians of those days the body was buried
with the most solemn pomp. It was carried in
procession, and treated with every possible res-
pect,in consequence of having been once the tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost—cooscerated as such by
baptism, and specially united to Jesus Christ in
the holy and adorable Sacrament of the Eucharist,
Of this fact we find repeated mention in the writings
of the holy Fathers. Thus we have St. Cyprian
saying to the Christians of bis day, * Why do you
woap, or allow the Gentiles to behold those signs of
sorrow, when yon boast to them that you profess
& living God? Why do you weep and mourn over
the departed, asg if they werodead and lost for ever.”
Again, apother Father tells them to exchango their
mourning and lamentations for hymns of joy ; and
Bt, Jerome, in describing the funeral of tte holy
widow Paula, snys, that # at her funeral procession
there were carried incense and lights ;” and from
the same sacred source we lenrn, that at the funer-
als in his days, lamps were lighted and torches
‘burned, in the same manner as ab the Olympic
games.among the heathens; for as in those pro-
faue festivities, the wrestlers who were victorious
‘in the games were led in procession with lighted
torches and rejoicings, so tho early, Ohristians; view-

| “ai‘d;"that\the‘iﬁghﬁc.buld?hje-,:'qéig..t@,tgfn;inm A
|- death and hell;they, thought it/right to’

| funeralg of the departed.

—— AT NI o oA :‘,""v'."'.' e o
arlas, | andbelidvidg it Abyrasfonly on; theday
whenthiay alept in, Ohrist,/after perdeveringto. the
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Tthe ‘:» s gt b e :-u "tﬂous ,Cdn .u,ero'ts ovel‘" s.iu.‘
this;they becamd,illus ght. to colebrate’

the ‘tziimph of the Christiau conqueror-at thé fin-
‘eral'with lights and torches, a8 if-he’ had"been &
Hving hero, victorlous over his morfal enemies.” -
7 ‘Itiisl[unnecessary'_-{i describe " the ﬁcgre_n}om&l:
rescr the Chitrchin our own times forthe
e "Tho: great -charity- ahd’
love.of the Catholic Church towards her children,
and hér solicitnde’ for them; from baptism fo ex-
trome-upction, from: the. cradle to'thie grave, are

| calculated to make the most  profound and grateful

impressions upon the human héart, - Ever anxious
to-extend her favors and assistance, her affectionate
conicern will pursue them even to the regions of the
dead. Partaking the HolyiEuchareat doring life
the body of the Christian is raised to an inconceiv-
able dignity'bythis divine contact, this mysterious
union ; we become thereby incorporated with the
natural body of Christ, as by baptism we are made
members of His mystic body, the Church. And
therefore it is that the remains of Christians after
death are nonored, as having been the temples of
the Holy Ghost whilst living. When, during bigh
mass for the dead, you behold the minister of God
reciting the solemn prayers over the coffin, of the
deceased, and going around, sprinkling it wgth
holy water,and even paying to it the honor of in-
cense, do not regard it as an empty ceremonial, but
as an honor prescribed by the Church to be paid to
the body which bad been at one time the temple of
the Holy Ghostand the residence of the Deity.

The Holy Ghost tellsus, that it is better to go to
the houge of mourning than the house of feasting,
and we conld not hear a more moving homily, o
more affecting scrmon, than to behold every time
we come to pray inthe temple of the Most High,
the graves where are deposited the remains of the
friends we loved, and where we may, perhaps, one
day rest ourselves. It must remind us of what we
are, from whence we have come’ and whither we are
are to return. It must serve as a powerful induce-
ment to us to improve our lives, and it also must
be a touching appeal to our hearts in exciting char-
ity on behalf of ourdeparted friends in Christ. The
vivid contemplation of death, as we approach the
house of God, will prepare us to enter worthily
within its sacred precincts, snd insensible indeed
must be the heart of that Christian which is not
goftened to compunction and humbled in peniten-
tial spirit, as it moves, through the graves of the
dead, to the sanctuary of the Lord of Lite,

FATHER MATHEW.

The 10th of October was the eighty-sixth anniver-
sary of the birth of the man who will ever be
konown as the Apostle of Temperance. Iess than
eighty-six years agono ons would have dreamed
in the wildest flights of imsgination that the
memory of this event would yet be celebrated in
token of the world's gratitude to oune of the great-
est men of the nineteenth century, the benefactor
not only of his co-religonists and fellow.country-
men, but of every people who speak the English
language. No man is more/deserving of honor than
he, and to the credit of the Irish people be it snid
that they have koown for once how fo honora
prophet in his own country, though not, perhaps,
with all the honor that is due bim. Thedecp af-
fection with which his memeory is cherished by the
Irish race in every coroer of theearth is more than
an earnest of whatis due to him from the Church
and from humanity, for he has rendered the most
important services to both, as well as his native
conntry. He exerted almost superhuman efforts to
eradicate what was ther, and is still, unfortunately,
to too great an cxtent, the besetting evil of his
country, and died a martyr to the welfare of the
people whom he loved so much, His work was
greater than that of the moest snccessful warriors or
most skilful diplomatists, His conquests caused
not the ntterance of one regret nor the shedding of
a single tear, unlees in sorrow for the sins of the
past, and for the evils which ke showed them could
be easily avoided. He has erected his own monu-
ment in the affections of a grateful people. The
great work which he began aud brought to such
perfection has survived him, and seems to have re.
sumed new life. The advocates of the temperance
cause are once more & power in the Church, and
they would certalnly be grossly negligent of duty if
they allow the anniversary of his birth to pass with-
out paying suitable honor to his memory, What-
ever may be the failings; of the Irish, and they
have their failings like all other people, no man
can truthfally say they are wanting in gratitude.
It istheir most conspicuous virtue, as the vice
which Father Mathew did so much to correct has
been thelr most characteristic failing, They are
the standard bearers of temperance on both sides
of the Atlantic, and as such could not forget the
blessings sbed upon their faith and fatherland by
oue of the most illustrious members of their own
ancient race. 1t would be unworthy of the pres-
tige the aimy of temperance Las gained for itself as
a great social power to allow the 10th of October
{o pass without paying due respect to the memory
of the great man who first gave 1t form and cohes-
ive principle. Nor have they doncso. We regret
that the advocates of temperance on this side of the
Atlantic have allowed the day to pass almost un-
noticed, What a contrast does not their conduct
present to what has taken place in the great Eng-
lish and Irishcities. The celebrations in Dublin,
Cork, Liverpool, Manchester and London show
both the strength of the temperance cause and the
decp affection with which the nemory of its apost-
les is cherished in the hearts of the people. But,
perhaps, the greatest display was that at the fa-
moas Exeter Hall, London, which was crowded to
inconvenience, notwithstanding that it is consider-
ed to be the most spacious public hall in thejworld.
The great event of theevening was the nddress de-
livered by Cardinal Mannirg, whose appearauce on
the platform was recoived with the warmest expres-
sions of welcome, The story of Father Mathew's
lifs and labors cannot be too often told, and we wlll
thereforerepeat it in the words of the Cardinal
Archbishop of Westminster,

The' proceedings were opened by a very interest.
ing cvent, namely, the presentation of a well exe-
cuted photograph of Father Muthew to His Emin-
ence, After thanking them for this gift, a portrait
which, hesaid, would be dear to himas representing
the very person of the man whom Ircland Ioves,
and who loved Ireland with all his heart, and after
referring to the great meefing which was simultane-
ously held in Dublin, the Cardinal raid ; *I do nat
suppoee that any waa with a Catbolic Lenrt in him
needa be told that Father Mathew was bornin the
Golden Vale, in Tipperary, in 1790, That he was
priest in Cork, as a pastor of the parish,a preacher
and &' confessor, a friend and father of the
poor, & specinl sbepherd of little children,
n visitor of the sick in the hospital av the
time of fever and cholera. He was a man who
fulfilled all the doties of parish priest with the
large heart of the Good Shepherd before he ever
entered on his apostleship of temperance. In the
year 1838, when he was not less than 48 years of
age, he made up his mind to found the first tem-
perance society, He called a meeting, and at that
meeting thére were not many present, He said to
those gmt came together, ‘I have asgembled you
here, that with mec you may renounce totally all
1ntoxléating driok. This intoxicating drink is hot
necesgary for health, No man needs it, and for the
sake of\ those who perish, and if we can save one
soul and give glory to God, let us renounce it alto-
xethe‘r}_’ ""After a ‘paude, he gaid the words you all

ing, with holy Job, the life of man as & continual

krow r well, “‘Here goes in the name of God,’ and

{
H
|
|

he wrote his name down the first. There were aixty
names written down that night. ‘He met with dis-

d ['couragement at firat, but Father .Mathew’s heart

~was.too full of the love of God and souls to be dis-
couraged,” “Within three months after that, 25,080
had taken-thé-pledge; within nine months.300,000;
and:after. passing from city to cityyand town to
tovn, and-parish to parish, till he had,gone over.
the whole face of Ireland, there were 2,000,000 of
‘people who had taken the pledge. He went to his’
‘own college of Maynooth}.and there eighty profes-.
‘sors and:250students took the pledge--they were
the future :pastors of ithe flock in Ireland. Men,
‘from every. part and.-priests from every. parish,now!
iraplored ‘Fathei- Mathew#6 come-and “labour in*
their midst lo save the souls that wers perishing by
drunkenness..”” Well, it 18~ niot*necessary. for me to
g0 on’as 'to what'Father-Mathew did if: Ireland, for:
.every Irish heait knows-that well. :Ho then came
.ovar to Scotland,’and what he did in Glasgow will
‘never.bé forgotten, He then came to London, but
I am sorry to say that he met with a rude reception-
in Westminster and Bermondsey. However, I am
happy to add that those who unworthily trod in his
footsteps met with a better reception and with a
heartier welcome, If Father Mathew had not gone
before ue, and with the fervor of his footsteps pre-
pared the way on the cold ground, we should not
have been welcomed to-day, During his time, in
England, Liverpool, Manchester, Bradford and
Leeds, it is said he gave the pledge to 600,600 peo-
ple. Thesame in America. But I do not pretend
to give a sketch of bis whole apostolic life. I come
at once to that which was the crown of all—that
sad day'for Ireland, that sad day for all, when palsy
struck bim, and when, for the last years of his life,

he lingered & helpless man at Queenstown. But to
thé last moment of his life he admitted to his room
and to his dying bed those who desired to take the
pledge. And so long as his palsied band could
move, he gave them the pledge and the holy sign

of the Cross on their forehcads. It was upon the

death-bed that he received the first tidings of the
founding of the United Kingdom Alliance, and
when he heard it he said, ¢ My soul is rejoiced for
this ; I know that this work is beyond the power of
any individual, and it can only be doue by the or-

ganization of a multitude’ Well, now, such was
his work ; Lut if I may say i, his character was

greater than his work. A man is great who hasa
great charity, and there never was a greater chacity
than there was in the heart of Father Mathew.
That great heart was filled to overflowing with the

love of God and with the love of man—with the

love of his fricnds and the love of his enemies—

the love of the good and the love of the sinner—
the love of the sober and the love of the drunkard
—the love of the poor perishing soul in all its de-

basement and all its degradation—and, above all,
the love of the little children—the little children

whom he labored to save in their innocent and
helpless childhood from the temptations of intoxi-
cating drink.

But it is not enough to honor the memory of Fa-
ther Mathew Ly mcrely speaking in his praiss. The
great work which he began must not be aliowed to
suffer any relapse, No matter how much may be
accomplished, there stiil remains much more to be
done. Intemperance isa hydra which cannot be
overcome unless by supernatural means, Its ad-
vocates must pot, therefore, cease from earnest la-
bor whilst chanting canticles of praise to the great
man who is so dear to every Irish and Catholic
heart, No incense could be more hateful to the
subject of their rejoicings than praise unaccompani-
ed by firm 1esolve and earnest labor. Every one
knows how he was wont to turn away from any cx-
pression of praise whilst here on earth., He would
prefer that his memory would be honored by the
furtherance of the cause for which he lived and
died. If he should come among them on that oc-
casion, the first question he would undoubtedly ask
would be: # What have you done with the work
which I began in the midst of you, and bequeathed
to you as a legacy ? Have you kept it alive? I was
here in London .and formed temperance societies
and a multitude took”the pldige at my hands
Had they lkept whole and intact the sacred inherit.
ance which he had bequeathed to them? This
would be infinitely more pleasing to him than all
the praises they could lavish on his memory, and it
is highly gratifying to reflect that the temperance
cause is still worthy of the ariginator of the great
movement. Nor i8 there any reason to fear that it
will cease to prosper, for it has in Father Mathew
ag ardent an advocate before the throne of God as
he was its indefatigable apostle whilst on earth.—
Catholic Review.

HOW RUSSIA GOVVERNS POLAND,

Russia of late affects to be the refage and defend-
er of the oppressed, and we aregiven to understand
that from sentiments of the purest bumanity she
may find Lerself obliged to take up arms in defence
of the oppressed people of the revolted provinces
of Turkey, It would be supposed from this that
Russia can have no remorse on this score. The
following details taken from the Germaniz of the
4th July serve to show how Russia respects at home
the rights of those under her swey, to whom reli-
gious and social liberty has been secured by no
less than three international treaties; ulso how she
hag fuifilled that article of the treaty which obliged
her to respect the religious liberty of her Polish
provinces, and to lrave the Catholics of both rites
absolutely in the free exercise of their religious
worsbip and discipline, and never to use her sove-
reignty to the detriment of the Roman Catholic
religion,

Russia has never kept her word. She began at
once to annihilate the CarLolics of the Greek Rite.

Kven before the partition of Poland, Russia instigat- ||

ed the massacre of human beings, in which 200,000
Catholics of the Greek and Latin Rites perished.
Further back still, Catherine, with uuoheard of
cruelty, forced 8,000,00v of Greek Catholies to em-
brace schism, to whom belonged 9,316 (sic) patish
churches and 145 Basilian monasteries. Nicholas,
in his turn, treated with equal barbarity the United
Greeks of Lithuania and Ruthenis, while Alexander
has completed the destruction of the United Greck
Church in Poland with imprisonments, fines, and
exile, which during the last two years especially,
cry to henven for vengeance. That Russin aims at
the destruction of the Catholic Church in Poland
is evident, How does Russia respect the rights of
the Holy Father, of biskops, of priests ? She tram-
ples them under foot, and with-one stroke of the
pen has suppressed Catholic dioceses without refer-
ring to Rome, and given them into the-hands of ex-
communicated persons, forbidding any communi-
cation with the Catholic Kpiscopate of Russia, cs-
tablishing a so-called Catholic- college,’ composed
of schismatics, and creatures of the Government to
govern them, The authority of this college is
placed in the hands of the Procurator; who by law-
must be schismatic? The bishops of: these dio-
ceges are in the meautime exiled to *Siberia. Tho
number of priests, net including those-of Chiclma,
who have been exiled since 1863 up to the present
time i8 400, many ot whom died of hardships on the
road, while others perished from the rigotous cli-
mate and the privations they .had to éndure. The
Catholic layman, may, perchance, obtain the favor
of being exiled from Russis, butto a priest this
grace is never accorded. : . . .
All children born of mixed morringés, contrary
to the wills of the parents aro forced to-attend
schismatic schools, Conversion to Catholiclsm is
punished asa heinous crime, All the semluarics
are under the immediate control of the Government
and not'of - the hishops; from whenoe. it follows
that the masters are 8o many spfes. on-the faithful,

The Poligh language has been' ?boushed, and. the

L TR

_crews, with the exception already mentioned, bsd

Russian introduced inits place., No Catholjg
can go beyond the limits of his own parish with,

a passport; nor can he.preach a sermon ven'thOut
having previonsly submitted the manuscr; t P
inepection to a Government official. A} be'?eﬁfor
are confiscated by the Government, Thizj, o

Priest

_protection Russia extends to her Cathoi ;e
.in-Poland! - But it is not only.in ';dgtter: osful:"eei?:

_Ion that these unhappy people have so
‘fef"Theif national and political Tights are o -
under foot, The kingdom®of Poland has not ey ped
ymuch as its name left; it is: bnly;#'ltns'slmen f0
ivince. All Poles have been;turned out of the iy
ilic offices, and replaced by Russions pur gan p'ﬂ?'
'ue.of the Russian language" s ,obllgatory i
schools, high, &nd low, secular* or ‘religiopg N
Lithuanis, Podolia, and Valinia even-shop g hn
.are forbidden to be written in Polish ; also to::g
accounts or.direct lettera in that labgnage i unIEe
ful, and liable to severe fines. Every effort i, o
to suppress tho native tonguein this unhappy :n e
try, slthough of the six million inbabitangg b
one million understand Russian ; and of these gnly
a small number can speak it. Thus Rusgia end nly
ors to render the Polish element more and g .
ignorant, and the Polish youtbs unfit for him gre
instruction or the filling of public offices sg o
the first partition of Poland, the lands of L
landowners have been unjusily confiscated ";
was easy to find false witnesses, liberally b;ibedt
who would swear against a man, on mere SUSDicion
as having taken part in the revolts, Besideg u];?n
in the province of Podolia and Valinia, no Cath ll?'
can buy land to bequeath to his heirs, Algq 9flc
Catholic fails, his goade, when sold, can be puE'c;, :
ed only by Russian schismatics or German Prof T
ants, The natural consequence of so unjust ]h .
15 the depreciation of property, and thus ngt oalw :
the possessor but the creditor is ruined, Poi‘!y
landowners are reduced to a state of ingg] vene I'Eh
the extortions to which they are subjecteq o
As to the administration of taxation, 'the )
Teid, an official paper, in which the Kinzdomﬂl;
Poland is spoken of as* the Country of the Visty] 0"
Informs ug that Poland has borne all her owy o
penses and maintained 210,000 zoldiers, She 1::
sent o St. Petersburg 53,291,000 roubles, wkilg ths
provinces, purely Russian, had to defray only h,ﬁ
thel_r own expenges, The Polish landowners afte
having divided their lands with the townepg)
are ordered, by an Ukase- of last year, to mnintfi:'
at theq- own expense, the churches and Lujgiy,,
belonging to the schismatics. In addition i thli;!
the Government endeavors to sow discord betweep'
the laqded proprietors and the people of the towun
according to their favorite maxim, * divide et impey .
The greatest evil of all, however, is (hat Rlus:;',
seeks to corrupt the Polish youth, morally agg
physically, with the intent of making them her
toolﬁ.' Thus Bibikow, the curator of the Universit
of Kijew, is reported to have said to the stndents¥
% Study or not, as you like; drink as much ag yoy
lika ; in fact, lead as bad a life as you like: gy
be sure and do not meddle ¢ with politics’ 3 The
de_talls Jjust narrated lead to the supposition that the
grief felt by Russia for the Slavs of the Souf, js
hiypocritical ; and, however much it is to be desirg
that the unfortunate inhabitants of Sercia Mon.
tenegro, Bosnia, and Herzegovina, should be ge.
livered from the oppression of Turkey, yet it is not
to be wished that they should fall into the haud;
of Russia. )

THE BRITISH POLAR EXPEDITION

4 telegram hasbeen received at Portsmouth ap.
nouncing the return of the British Arciic exped;.
tion under Capt. Nares, comprising the steamen
Alert and Discovery, to Valentia. Progress to the
North Pole was found te be 1mpracticable, Captain
Nares reports that noland could be discovered 1
the northward of the highest latitude reached, name.
1¥,83 © 20 min., but in other respects the expedition
was successful. The Alert had proceeded to Queen.
town, and Captain Nares to London ; all are well
The Alert arrived at Valentia at 3:30 o'clock Fﬂdl].
afterncon, 27th ult,, being the first Jand mede siney
leaving the frozen regions. She parted company
with the Discoviry in the Atlantic,

The Alert and Discovery left Port Foulke on July
20th, 1875, and entered the ico off Cape Sable,
After a severe and continuous struggle they reach-
ed_ the North side of Lady Franklin Bay, where the
Discovery was loft in winter quarters, The Alert
pusbed on, and reached the limit of navigation on
the shore of the Polar. The ice varied in thickues
beingin some places 150 feet deep. President
Lend does not exist. The Alert wintered in lati.
tude 82:27, At this point the sun was invisible for
142 days, and & temperature the lowest ever record:
ed was experienced. A detachment with sledges
was despatched northward. 1t was absentseventy
days and reached latitude 83:20. Another party
rounded Cape Columbia, the northernmost
point of America, and traced 220 miles
westward from Greenland and also explored
a3 far to the castward. These sledge par
ties met no game and suffered from scurvy.
Hans Petersen died from frost Dlite, Joho
Porter, of the Alert, and Jas, Hans and Chas. Pau},
of th‘e Discovery, died on the sledging expeditions.
No Esquimaux were seen, nor were any icchergs
et with beyond Cape Union,” The expedition e
countered great difficulties in returning. The
Alert's rudder bolt was damaged, The vessels left
Smith's Sound on September 9th, They signalled
the Paudora, Oct. 26, all well, The Alers parted
from the Discovery in a gale on Oct. 19, She will
shift her rudder at Valentin,aud proceed to Queens-
town to coal, The Admiral at Queenstown tele-
graphs that the Discovery is cxpected to arrive
hourly,

During the sledge journeys the ice was so rugged
that it was only possible to advance a mile & day.
During the winter rich collections in the depart:
ment of natural history were made, and many val:
able scientific obeervations taken. . Excellent coal
was found near the place where the Discovery win:
tered. The cxpedition experienced the coldest
weather experienced, the temperdture being 59 de-
grees below zero for a fortnight and falling once to
184 degrees below freezing point The Pandom,
when spoken by the Alert, reported her scre¥
slightly damaged by theice, The Pandora called
at Littleton Island and Cape Isabella, but was un:
able to reach Cnpe Subre. As the expedition did
not touch at Littleton Island on its return it miseed
the lctters left by the Pandora. The health of the

becn good. Frost bites were severe, but not aum-
erous. Petersen, the inwerpreter, died in 40 dajs
after both feet had been amputated for frost Lite.
All the members of the expedition declare it in:
possible to got nearer the Pole than their morther
ex_plorihg'purty, which penetrated to within 400
miles of it. On the return from their sledge jour:
neys the men were in n very helpless condition, an
it was necessary to carry some of them on the
sledge. The planking of the Alert was much daav
aged by the ico. ‘

A member of the cxpedition trlegraphs to the
Daily News that the northernmost land reached wel
in latitude 83 deg. 7 min. After that thor was it
The point furthiest west reached was in longitudt
85 deg. Lady Franklin Straits is reslly 8 Mp
Potermnon Fiord was closed by a glacier, Ti®
northernmost point in Greenland secn was in latk
tude 82 deg, 57 min.- o

Our remembering an injury often does more but
than receiving 1t

Only good and wise mea can be friends; othes
are but companions.: T S




