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groundwork of principle, does such an ides rest
for its warrant? Thore is no allocation of a
portion, of a quantum of time weekly for sncb a
purpose commanded in the Old Testament,
noue in the Now, noue in the known practice
anci tradition of the Church. Would it net
seem that this plan savors of will-worship,
rather than the other? The observance of the
Lord's Day by spiritual service rests, in its
inner seul and maning, no on a more injune-
tien, but on a principle. Dos, thon, that prin-
ciple import any disahonor te the general law of
love, obedience, sud conformity te the Divine
command, which embraces alr days alike,
without preference or distinction of degree ? It
does nothing of the kind. The service of God
in this world is an unceasing service, without
interval or suspense. But, under the conditions
of our physical, intel'ectual, and social life. a
very large portion of that service is necessarily
performed within the area, which is occupied
by this world and its concernas, and within
which every Christian grace finds perpetual
room for its exorcise. But for its exercise un-
der circumstances net allowing the ordinary
miar, unles in the rarest cases, that nearness
of access te the things of God, that directness
of assimilation to the Divine lifs, which belongs
te a day consecrated by spiritual service."

A PLEA FOR INTELLIGENT RITUAL.

That there sbould be some Ritual te secure
the decency and order of Divine worship, and
also te some extent insure its expression, is a
more truism. In a seuse there is much ßRitual
observed in different professions and societies
even of a purely secular nature. The Masonic
body, we underatand, have a rath'r elaborate
Ritual. Orangemen, though tbey denounce it,
have a good deal of it. It prevails at the Bar,
in the Army and in the Navy, and very largoly
in the arrangements of Parliamentary life. Ail
this disposes of the assertion that Ritual is a
silly and childish affair, ouly suitable for weak
and saiage minds. There was a description,
for example, in the papers a few days ago, of
the way in which the late Speaker of the
House of Commons made three formai bows,
with great dignity and ceremony, towards hia
own vacant chair whon rcturning te it from
waiting on the House of Lords. Hare yeu
have the first Commoner in the country, a man
of much experience, âge, sud ability, perform-
ing a certain piece of Ritualiam which no one as-
sorts is silly or childieh, because it i felt te have
a meaning, and te express a sentiment et great
importance,which is alse stampod byage ad use,
snd secures the approval of our collective logis-
lators. But shouid anyone bow te the Altar in
one of our churches certain persons will Joudly
express thoir dislike, their fear and horrur of
such an set, and probably go se far as te label
it idolatry. The Speaker of the House of
Commons i admired for making three formal
salutations te his own vacant chair of office,
but no mark of respect must be allowed in con-
nection with the Lord's Table. Ritual bas
varions uses ; it is a medium of expressing de-
votion, and it teaches religions truth through
the eye. Take, for example, the simple set of
kneeling lu prayer; reverent-minded persona
regard this as a proper attitude te assume wheu
eng-ged in the worship of God, and its
observance is a lesson te others. In our own
churches how many there are who neglect
even this elementary piece of Rituai (ire do net
speak of invalid who may have te abstain from
its observance through weakness), but how
many strong men and women there are who sit
Jl tbrough the prayers in church 1 De such
people one may enquire, ever kneul in prayer
at home; kneel at family prayer; knoel at
private prayer an the solitude of their own

chambers ? If they do, why should they not
knel in church, considering the large number
of people among us who never kneel in church
unleis when receiving the Holy Communion.
This question is worth answering. And it
might coeur te such people themselves te
say, wu do kneel at the Communion Rail,
but nowhere eise in church. And why so ?
Why do we kneel thon and there, and thon
and there alone ? I there net Ritualism in this
distinction ?

We have no hesitation in saying that the
proper observance of kneeling in prayer during
publie worship would have a most edifying
effect; kneeling in the real sense. net lolhng or
leaning forward, while really Sitting, but
kneeling on our knees. This seems a very
simple matter, but we leave it te our readers
tojudge whether or net something in the way
of a remonstrance and reminder that il is net
observed is much required amongst us. Ritual,
as we understand the question, chould be an in.
telligent expression of Christian faith and feel-
ing. We should know why we kneel, why we
bow our heade at che name of Jeaus, why we
try te observe a reverent and deenrous de-
meancur durinc Divine service. As the clergy-
man himself is, from his position, the most pro
minent person in Church, bis demeanour is most
in evidence, and ho should be speecially care-
ful te keep bis foot ia the bouse of God. His
Ritual bas influence either for good or cvil upon
the congregation. We know some people,
lay people, and to be near thom during Divine
service, te hear their voices and soe their at-
titude, is far more edifying te us than the
sermon often is, and we know too many of an
opposite type. There is something very im-
pressive sud helpful in the simple reverent
worship of rcally pious people, and though it
may not occur te them te view it in this light,
their labour is net in vain in the Lord, for even
a few of such people in a congregation graduai-
ly leaven it for good.- Irish Ecclesiastical
Gazette.

SURPLICED CHOIRS.

The Southern Churchman (Evangelical.)
Surpliced choirs, we believe, are no transitory

fad or fashion, but have come te stay, at least
for some time. They are new te us bore in
Virginia, but they are net new te the Episcopal
Church. They have been in the English and
Irish cathedrals before what is miscalled the
"Catholie" (better pseudo-Catholic) revival.
We speak, of course, of the vested choir of boys.
Choi-s composed of women and mon vosed is a
new thing in the annals of the Church. One
eau See how such choiri came into existence. It
is casier te train a choir where the soprano and
alto parts are sung by women, than te train a
choir where these parts are taken by boys.
Small boys, unless trainud at great expense, as
they are in the cathdral schools in England and
Ireland, rarely read musie, and those who do
are unable te take part in the more difficult ser-
vices and anthems. Then, te make boys bohave
themselves, while lb is by no means impissible,
taxes too much the patience and tempers of
many choirmasters. Th easiest way-and wC
are generally ready te take the easiait way of
doing a thing-is te leave the boys out of the
question, and have a surpliced mixed choir. But
it is nt the best way. It is, indeqi, true, that
in a country like ours, where the church bas no
catbedral system, for one case where a choir of
boys and men only is a enceesa, thera are many
where, from a musical standpoint, it li a failure.
The best thing the rector can do is te have his
choir composed of mon, women and boys. lie
can vest the ladies if ho likes; if net, ho can put
them in the front pews or seme other place, net
in the chancel. But if they are put in the chan-
col they ought to be vested, for seemliness and
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uniformity. The processionals and recessionala
should be sang only by the boys and mon. The
fresh, slightly reedy voices of the children suit
admirably the musie of those hymne. The
semi-grotesqueness or women in a church pro-
cession, apart from its contrariety te ecclesias-
tical usage, is thus done away with. lu the
more difficuIt music the boys had botter be
silent; but in ail the hymne and canticles they
eau take a part, and their young sopranos will
add volume and freshness te the general chorus.
A rector, too, eau use bis boy choir as a seed.
field for his future tenors and basses. He eau
do botter than this. He eau gently rale his
children by loving discipline, and attach them
te the Church into wbich they have been bap-
tized, that, when they come te years e1 discre-
tien, they will se love its teaching 'and its ser-
vices that they will becomefaithful and earnest
communicants;

A word about processional and recessional
hymns. They eau, like everything else, be
overdone, sud we can have too much of them.
It is not neessary te have thon at ail services,
and certainly, when the Communion iS celebrat-
ed after Morning Prayer, a recessional would
bu utterly ont of place, if the choir leaves before
the Exhortation. Tho processional ought to
begin at the door of the chureh, and not in the
vestry. In the first place, one of the beauties
of the processional is the burst of song with
whieh the worship begins. This is utterly lost
it the processional is treated like the recessional.
lu the second place, the congregation does net
hear the bymn until the choir enters the charch.
This in many cases leads te bathos. Thus the
choir enters the church in the middle of a verse,
or singing a verse that depends for its sense on
what has gone before. The result of suchmang-
ling of thu worda l8, in many cases, nonsense.
The case of the recessional is different. It bo-
gins in the church, and the congregation can
follow it to the end, as they sing froi their
hymn books. Here again, however, it is casier
te begin in the vestry and sing into the church
than te begin promptly and quickly at the
church door. It is a pity, however that this
mistaken method of singing processionals should
prevail in a great number of churches with eu,,-
pliced choirs, and we hope they will soon see
ihe butter way. The surpliced choir has come.
It is net a pseudo Catholie addition. Good old
Evaugelical cathedra! chapters had it years ago
in Ireland, have it now. We despise pseudo.
Catholicism and the Rome-aper but we do not
want te give them credit for what does net
bolong te themr, ne- put away a good thing
because they claim it.

WHITSUN-DAY.

(2nd June, 1895.)
Whitsan-day occurs the fiftieth day after

Easter, and is the Sunday on which the Church
celebratés the out-pouring of the Holy Ghost
upon the Apostles, and through thema upon the
Church, te abide with it forever. It was con-
memorated in the primitive Church. with festi-
val services, The whole period of fifty days
was kept with a festal tone, which was crowned
with the Whitsun celobration.

It was the completion of the work our Lord
came te do. Therefore this day has always
beau observed with holy solemnity. The Acta
of the Apostles were read during this season in
the primitive Church, as they are at the pres-
et day, and the collects in Our service for the
day is the ancient one, being traced back te
Gregorp's Sacramentary. The prayer book of
Edward VI. compiled A.D. 1549. was anpointed
to be used for the firat time on Whitsun-diy of
that year. Friom that time forth, by the grace
of the Holy Spirit, the English speaking people
have had one of the noblest liturgies any part
of the Church Catholie ever possessed.-St. An-
drews Rubric.


