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_ [Continued ]

I am quite aware that there sre difficulties
attending this doctrine, as there are concerning
all others, These difficulties are probably pre
gont in your mind now. Lot me save you the
pain and trouble of saying them.

1. Firat you say to yourself: ‘¢ How oar you

Jook at the
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and call the Church one? The West is divided
from {ho Bast, The West is divided in herself,
The English Church is aliepated from the
ancient Church of the West, the greatest of at)
Churches. *You proposoc to me a visible Churh axd
one only Church, How can you venture to de-
mand submission to such & body, when the
unily of your supposed one visible Church is
invisible?

Such is the difficulty, X admit that it is a
vory serious one ; but suffer me to remind you
of the ohjeotions which met us whilst we con:
gidered togother why we wore Christians; and
wheon the failure of Christianity itsolf, its ap
parently unfulfilled prophesies, its slow pro
gress, its8 many and grest scandals, wore all
held up before us in reproach, In spite of all
this, wo replied then, with icars in onr eyes,
with hoads bowed down in humiliation, but
with hearts uplifted in faith and in hope:
' For all this, acd in epite of all other objec-
tions, the Gospel iz true, We oonfess ocur
shortcomiigs, but the Gospel is true.’

It is thus that I now foel and speak in the
face of your arguments, It is in this spirit that
I ask you to liston to me,

But lot me remind you that although many
precepts exist, requiring rot only internal bat
cxternal unity, thare is no prophesy or promise
ihat the Church shall never bo divided exter.
nally, that ite various portions shall slways be
in charity with each other. Just as individual
mombors of tho Church may still bo her mom-

bers and yot at feud cre with another, ro may
it also be with national Churches, or portions
of tho whole Church, It ought not to bo so,
indocd, but it may be so. It may be, it has
been, and it is,

Yet, if tho Church be a speotacle of division
at this timo, sho is algo &
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For East arnd West ackncwledge one rule of
faith which is oslled the Nicene Creed, ox-
cepting only the one clause before mentioned.
Eust and West ackrcwledge the early Couneils
and their csnons, snd olsim the primitive
saints and divines as their Fathors, East and
West, althongh with varied Liturgies, acknow-
ledgo not only the prinoiples of those Litargies
but tho common apostolical orginel of 4 1; the
gamo Euobaristic saorifice, celobrate the holy
goasons of the Church, East and Wost look
back to tho buppy days when thoro was no in-
torruption of communion, ard long for the
time when this interruption shall ccase and all
Churches he one agsin as if old,

Come, sxd join us in our prayers and cfforis
for thia blessed remnion, this happy consum-
mation. You ocarnnot atlain it by standing
spart frcm your own Church., To do this will
only add to tho ¢vil. Come, sirengthen her,
ad help ber to throw off the defeots which
mar her porfoction and work with her for the
rcunion of Christordom. You will then bo do
irg your part, at.d on your head will descend
the blessing which the Lord of lovehas promis
ed to peacemakors.

2. Bat perbaps it is in your boart to say
next: ‘1f all this were true, how oan there be
any good thing found

IN Digsxnr ?

I have known and still know men full of faith

[ and good works in its ranks, and in some places

all the religion and morality which exist are
due to their efforts, Surely there may be more
ways to heaven than one, When the poor-and
simple say to you, ‘ We go where we get good,’
how can you answer them # The grace which
they have is surely an evidence of God's bless—-
ing upon them, You yourself formerly argued
that the good which Christianity has done is
proof of it truth, See how these simple ones,
without knowing it, tarn your weapons
against you, What can you say to them ?'

I would say this, in reply:

*You do not know where you get good, The
truth which you Jearned of the Church was the
serd which your presen twarmth of devotion has
caused fo germinate; or your baptism, whioh
is not that of a sect—for thera is but oste bap-
tism, wheresoever it is duly administered—is
now bearing its fruits, True, you may have
been aroused by the preaching of a Dissenter ;
snd 8o you might have becn by that of a here-

‘tio, or of an immoral man, to whom you would

not attach yourself; but this does not prave
that dissent does you good. I could mention
points of character, if I choose, in which I am
sare that it dces not benefit, but the reverse.
As to their being many ways to heaven, surely
this is not a question which we ought to dir—
cuss. If we were on the point of takirg a
journey we should ask for the best way; and
the road to heaven ig scarcely so ecasy to us
poor sinners that we should care to try any
other than that which is assured to us as at
any rate the best of all known roads; and I
must add it is not very often that there are
two roads to the same place equslly short, or
two ways of doing & thing equally servicable.’

But, my friend, I am in duty bound to pro:
test against your inquiring where you get most
good, ard soting only upon the answer which
you make to y.ur question.

Our irquiry should be one, and one only,
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What would God have us to do? Do we not
owe thus much 1o our Creator, Redeemor and
Sanctifier ? And if God is the sonrco of all
good and the giver of grace, oan it be safo to
seek good and grace without trying to please
Him? Shall we obtain it apart from Him ?
Surely there is no faith and no love in acting
on &0 selfish a plan. Does not God know best
how you can get good, and will He lot you
lose aught by your endeavor to oboy and to
serve Him ? Be sure you doright. Thisisall
you need concern yourself with. Bo sure you
do good, and you may be perfectly certain that
you will get good,

Such i the answer I am accustomed to make;
and if any inquire how I account for the good
which I thankfully ditcern to be in Dissenters,
and the good which I as thankfully confess to
be done by them, I reply thus:

1. The good is in Dissenters, and nof in dis-
sent, Dissent, as I have shown, deprives men
of many scourities for their faith, and cuts
them off from many channels of grace. It
divide parishes, renders it jmpassible for pas-
tors to keep an eye on their flocks, and to
know whether they attend any place of wor-
ship at all. I.can hardly mention & greater
proof of the mischief which it does than the
state of the education question in England at
this present time So far as diesent can pre-
vail, it is making our National education non-
Christian, and, however unintentionally, plays
into tbe hands of the deist and atheist,

2. When you ssk me to account for the good
whioh is in Dissenters, and for the boncfits
which the Wesleyans once conferred upon Hng-
land ; for the holiness of Doddridge, and Watts,
and Hall, and s0 many othera whose  memories
I honor with yom ; I answer in words far better
than my own: *God blesseth through truth,
If a Wesleyan minister preaches hia naked
Gorpel, that ‘we are all sinners,’ ‘that Christ
died to tave sinners,’ ‘that He bids all sinners

to come t¢ Him,' and saith, ‘Whoso cometh
anto Me, I will in no wise cast out,” thatis of
course fundamental Gospel truth, and, when
God blesses through it those who know no
more, He blesseth them through faithful re-
oeption of the truth.’

Again, as to Presbyterian communions : ‘He
whom they seek, is found by them for that which
they seek,’ ‘' Presbyteriani have what they be-
lieve; we, what we believe.’'

That is to say, God gives more than ‘either
we desire or deserve,’ and blesses truth and
faith acoording to His wisdom and meroy.

And, indeed, this ie only what we Churchmen
should wish and hope, when we consider what
coldness and deadness, how many abuses and
corruplions in the Church have tempted men
to break away {from her; when we reflect how
few of iboee outside the Church have any
means of knowing Her olaims, or the defects
in principle of their own gect ; and still more
when we remember how greatly sll stand in
need of God’s long-suffering merey, both
Charches and Chorchmen ; and that great is
His mercy over all His works, high as heaven
is above earth, and wide as the outstretching
embraoe of the cross,

Bat still the Charch is

Oxx, Hoiy, CATHOLIO AND APJBTOLIOG,

and it is God’s will that we should be members
of her and recelve grace upon grace in Her and
by Her, Sheis Christ's bedy, His bride. 8till,
a8 a bridge, she spans the ages of tho Gospel,
upiting us to the past, to Fathers and saints;
to martyrs and Apostles; to the Charch of the
Acts and of the Gospols; and crossing the
flood condue's to the heavenly Jorusalem and
to the Lord in His glory.

Beliaving ihese faots, I cannot forsake my
own peaoe; nor can I cease to entreat you to
return to the Church of your forefathers, and
through communion with her to be united to
the Oone Catholic Church militant now,
trizmphant hereafter, Then, whatever may be
coming upon the earth, of worship, of sonfusion,
of sin, and of sorrow, we shall have & refuge
together; and by God’s grace fight the good
fight, kecp the faith, win the orown, whioh
may Ho of His mercy grant us all, through
Jegus Christ our Lord,— The Church Critic.

HOME REUNION NOTES.

A CarepLEss CHRISTIANITY A DELUSION AND
A SKaRR,

A bilter experience to which I ¢an make no
more direct sllusion has convinced me of the
necessity of enforcing the above truth for the

sake of all true Christian unity.

We pray, I hope, daily and earnostly that all
those that °call themselves Christians may bo
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in
the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace
and in righteousness of life.” Bat if we make,
the meroe profession of Christianity the basis of
our united Christisn aotion, ¢ the faith’ that we
as true Christisans are bound to hold at once
disappears; for in meeting on snch & loose
basis the lowest form of belief, or if ycu will
the highest form of unbelief, becomes the level
above which you cannot go,

A quarterly publication has been placed in
my hands issmed by the Christisan Kingdom
Society,’ a Society formed with the best possi-
ble desire to encourage unity; bat whatis their
one rule or bond of unity ?—'Thal members
shall endeavor in ali things to render {faithful
and loyal obedience to the Spirit of Christ.’ It
is certainly a very simple rule, bnt what on
earth does it mean? Jews, Mahomedans, and
every distinetive body or individaal that oalls
itselt Christian are all Unitarians. And the
precepts snd practice of Christ as revealed to
us in the Goepel story may be accepted by all



