/ ccount of the late M}‘. Led’_ymd

the. means of obtammq their prote@ion,

ard of- rccommcndmg himfeli to the favor

of, favages. In'the humble fitvarion of a
corporal of marines, to-which be fubinit.
ted rather than relinquith his purfuit, he
made, with Captain Cook, .the voyage of
the world ; and feeling, on’ his recicn, an
anxious dc(xre of peacirating from (e
rorth weftern coaft, which Cook had part-
Iy explered, to lh" catlern coat, _wuh

‘which he hinfelf wa; p:rf,cé.‘!ly_"f:mi!iar,-

he determined to traverfe the vaft qonsi-
neot, ho n mc Pacific to the Atlantic
OUcean,

His firfl phn for the purpofc, was that
of embarking In a vefltl which was.pre-
pating to f.ul, on a voyage of conmercial
adventure, 1o Naztia Scund, on the welleen

coall of Americay and with this view, he
cxpended in fea.ftores ghie greate part of
the monsy which hisj chicf. benefallos,
$!r Jofeph Banks (wholf: gencrous condutl
the svriter of this narrafive has often head
him acknowledge) had'liberally fupplied,
But the fchesic being frufirated by the ra.
prcity of a cutlom-houfe officer, whoe had
feized and detained the veffe) for reafons
which, ‘on_legal enquiry, proved to be fri-
volous, he dctcrmmcd 1o travel over land
to K mnuclmka, ‘from whence to the

wellern coatt of America the paffage is ex- -

tremely'-hort. With, no other than ten
guineas in his purfe, which was all that
he had left, he crotied the Britith Channel
to:Oftznd, and by the way of Denmark
and the Sound proceedzd to the capualof

“Sweden ; from whence, as it waswinter;-

hie attempted to traverfe to the gulph of
Beothnia on .the ice, in order to .reach
Kamtfchatka by the ﬂ)ortcl‘ way ; but
finding, when. he came to the middle of
the fea, that the water was not frozen, he
seturned to Stockholm, and, Laking his

eou: fc northward, walked intdo the ar&ic -

circle, and, pafling (ound the head of the.
guiph, defccndea, on’ its c:ﬁern fide to
Pct:rﬂ)urgh,

‘I'herc he was foon noticed 2s an extra- -

ordinary. mian.—-Without ftockings aor
fhozs, and.in too much poverty to provide
himfelf with elther, he reccived and ae-
ceped aninvitation to dine with the Por-
tuguefe ambaffador.  To this invitation it
“was prgbably awing that hc was able o
obtain the fum of twenty guineas fora

bill on Sir Joleph. Banks, which he cun--

feffed. he had no authority to,draw, ‘but
which, in confideratian of the bufinefs that
e - had undermkcn, and_of thc progrefs
_~that he had made; Sir ]ofcph, he believed,
© would not be unwnllmg te pay. To thc

.;ambaffadge’s interelt it might alfo be'ow-
ned pe

' ng'that he ob

mif wn to accoms -
.'
rcs wh-ch zm. .

" hanged 3
‘10 Enﬂand, they withed him a p)cafant'

89
Emprefs had ordcrcd tobe fent to_Yakutz,
for the ufe of Mr. Rillings;-an Snt,hfhuran
at that- time in her fervice, -,

‘T'hus nccommodated he travcllcd eaf‘-
waid through Siberia, ﬁx thoufund miles
to Yakutz, where hc was kindly received-
by Mr. Billings, whiom he remembercd on
board Capt. Cook’s fhip in the fitvation
of the afironomer's fervant, but to whom
the Emprefs had now entrufted the rcht;mcs
of rorthern difcovery. <o

From Yakutz, he pmcccdcd to Ocza-
kcw on the coalt of the Kamzfcharka (ca §

from whence he meant to have pafled o-
ver to that peninfula, and to have.em-
barked on the ecaftern fide in one of the
Ruffian vedels that trade to the weflern

.fhares of America’; but; finding, -that-the -

navigation was completely ob@ruéted by.
the ice, he retiurned again to Yakuiz in
order to wait for the conclufion ‘of-the
winter.

Such was his fituation whcn, in confe-
quence of fufpicions not hitherto explained
or refentments for ”whxch no reafonis’
affigned,  he was feized, in the Enmiprefs’s
name, by two Ruffian foldiers, who pla-
¢ed himina ﬂcdzc, and conveying him, .
in the depth of winter, through the defarts
of the northern tartary, left him at laft on
the frontiersof the Polith dominions.  As
they parted they told him, that if be re-
tursed. to Ruffia fie would certainly be
but that if he chofc to go back

1

journey.

In the midft of povcrty, covered with
rags, infefted with the ufual accompani-
nent of fuch clothing, worn.witlr conti

" stued hardthip, exhaufied by difeafe, with.

out friends, without. credit, unknown and -
full of mifery, he found hns way to Ko~
ninfberg.~—There, in the hourof his. ut- -
moft -diftrefs, he refolves..onge. more to
hayz recourle to his old benefactor, and he
luckily found a perfon’ who was willing
to take his draft .for five, guineas on the
Prefident of the Royal Hocxety. .

With this afiftance he arrived in Eng-

‘land, and immediately. waited on Sir Jo-

feph B‘mks, who told bim knpwing: his
temper, that he believed he could recom-
mend him to an adventure almoft ‘as pe-
rilous as the one {rom which: he had ré-

‘turned; and then communicated to him
. the. withes of the Aflociation for’ dxfcover-

ing the inland countries. of ‘Africa, . ~.. -
" Mr, Ledyard. replied, that. he.had: al-
ways determined to traverie the. continent -

- of Africa as foon as -he had ‘explored the
‘interior of North America ; ‘and,

“as 8ir

Jofeph had offercd him a Jetter of. §mtro-_
duétion;.-he came dire&ly to.the ‘writer.of -
pirs. . Before I bad learat, frony:.




