TIHE VANERS OF TIHE DOJMINION OF CANADA,

hanged, for daring to remain in the
country. Many thousands had no
choice open to them except to seck
refuge in Florida, the West Indies, the
British Isles, and in the wilderness
which still belonged to Great Britain
in North America. It is impossible
to tell exactly how many persons
altogether became exiles.  All the men
who had taken an active part in the
war, and were consequently most hated
by the succcesstul revolutionists, cer-
tainly left the United States. As we
know that at the very least twenty-five
thousand men fought in the regularly
organized royval regiments, we may
fairly estimate that between eighty and
one hundred thousand men, women and
children, were forced to leave and scat-

ter throughout the world. Of this
number, between thirty and forty

thousand people came to the provinces
of the present Dominion. More than
two-thirds of the exiles settled in the
provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, the remainder in the valley
of the St. Lawrence.

The British Government granted
pecuniary compensation and lands to
the Loyalists who had suffered such

great losses——almost irreparable in
many cases —for the sake of the Em-
pire. It took some years before the

pecuniary claims of the numerous ap-
plicants for aid could be investigated
and reliet afforded. Many persons
felt all the misery of ‘“ hope deferred.”
In 1786 a writer stated that ** this de-
lay of justice has produced the most
melancholy and shocking events,”
Eventually the exiles, who made out
their claims, were voted by Parliament
an allowance of nearly sixteen millions
of dollars; others received consider-
able annuities, half-pay of military offi-
cers, large grants of lands, and offices
in the provinces.

In Nova Scotia the principal settle-
ments of the exiles were in the present
counties of Annapolis, Digby, Shel-
burne, and Guysboro’, but a consider-
able number also found homes in the
old settled townships where the Ameri-
can Pre-Loyalists, Irish, Germans and
others had established themselves from
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7490 until 1783.  Nearly all the menp
who came to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick had served in the royal
regiments of the old colonies. The
condition of many of the people is de-
scribed in 1783 by Governor Parr, of
Nova Scotia, as ‘*most wretched.”
They were ‘“ destitute of almost every-
thing, chiefly women and children, all
still on board the vessels,” and he had
not been *‘able to find a place for them,
though the cold was setting in very
severe.” Rude huts were erected for
the temporary accommodation of these
unhappy people when all the available

buildings were crowded. At Guvs-
boro’, the first village which was

hurriedly built by the settlers was de-
stroyed by a bush fire, and many per-
sons only saved their lives by rushing
into the sea.

The Loyalists had also to suffer
much in the valley of the St. John.
Many of the people spent their first
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A memorial of the Loyalists at Ste John, N.B.



