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Drummond County Railway for the
extension of the Intercolonial Railway
to Montreai. It is unnecessary Vo on-
ter iit.o the. details of theso two
nioasuree. The judgment o! the mna-
jority lias been questioned by one
party and extoIled by the other in
bothi instnces, but whether the Sen-
*te exercised a wise diacretÎon in re-
jecting either or both Bls or not,one
measure waa neyer reintroduced, and
the other, when introduced a second
tume, wMs so modified that the Oppo-
sition claimed the country was saved
a million dollars by the defeat of the
first BiH.

At one turne there was a good deal
of taflk about a.bolishing the Sonate;
that was ini Vhe early days of Con-
federation, when 8oins able edit-ors
and not a few publie mon were ignor-
ant of thesatrength and power of the
Sonate undor the Congtitution. They
were for the most part writers and
speakes in Ontario, with a few sent,-
tered through the other Provinces who
ignored the fact that any nerious at-
tempt to destroy or Vo wea.ken the
influence of the 'Upper Houe would
rally ko ite, support the sinaller Pro-.
vinces, for the protection of whoe
rightfs the Sonate was intended at
Gonfederation. A smail minority ln
the Rouse of Commnons, brcked by
oome labour uinions;, aVili dings Vo the
idea thEit the Senate miuat go,
but in the Upper Hous their
clamour is treated as a joke. At
the sanie tixne there is a feel-
ing Amongst the Senators them-
selves that the present mode of con-
atituting the Sonate, could be in-
proved upon. They feel that the ap-
polnting of Senators for life is open
tQ oriticisin. At one time, so large
a proportion of the Senators had
paffled the three score Yeare and
ten that irreverent people spoke o!
the T..pper Chainher as th(' "Old
Men'. HTome," "tVhe Asyluin for lui-
beciles, the -House of Obstruec-

ivesl," and hurled other ter-s of
opprobium at the dignifled Chambher.

Sometimes it happened that the Sen-
ate enjoyed a quiet revenge. The
-Honourable David Mlle, when an
Opposition member ln the Hous of
Gommonis, frequently spoke, in ecath-
ing ternms of the Senats, describing iV
as a political Magdalen Asylum for
politicians dehauched bvY the Goveru..
mient of the Day.mTu thie onslaught
on Vhs Upper Ruse ho was ably
meonded by the Toronto Globe, thon

controlled by the laVe Honourable
George Brown. Shortly afterwards
Mr. Brown was defeated in South On-
tario, and was appointed by the
Mackenzie Goverument Vo the Sen-.
aVe, where ho was at once hailed as
the -new Mag-dalen'" Years after-
warde Mr. Mille hiniseif, when de-
feat-ed lu Bothwell, wn&s appointed ko
the Sonate and mado its leader, tO
the great advanfaga o! the Upper
Chamber and the whole Dominion.
The inan who noV many yeare before
had deuounced the Sonate as a politi-
cal Magdalen Asylurn made a publie
retraction aud admitted the necespity
o! a second chaniber, notwithstanding
Vhe fact that he had neyer since re-
osiving his appointment had a nma-
jority of the Upper Chamber at hiqs
back.

From the Liheral point of view the
reformation of the Sonate, which. was
one o! the planks in Vhe party's plat-
form, hais made steady progreffl gince
the change of Goverument in 18q6.
Old faces have disappeared frein
year ko year, sud now faces have
sueceeded theni. The former Con ser-
vative niajority han becoine a min-
ority, which grows weaker each
succeeding semion, aud may entirely
disappear aliould Vhe present Goveru-
nient romain muoli longer in power.
This feature o! Vhe prosn svstern le
viewed with disqiuietude by Senators,
on both sidesý o! Vthe Rous, and ulany
suggestions have bec» miade Vo imn-
prove the prsn mode of ceonstitutiug
the Upper (Ihimber aud inerease its
uasefuinff. Noue, bowever, hRas met
with the approval of a majorit.y.


