*in a single sentence.

-entitled “In London Again.”
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PENELOPE.

The darting needles flash and fy,

The web flows dowaward to her knee,
Kings, princes, thronging round her ory;
* Oh, love and gouth 80 8000 go by ; *
The moroing’s dew by noon is dry,

Then choose among us now, Penelope !"’

8he shows no sign of her heart's pain;

Her lips smile on in feigned glee;

Oaly her blue eyes still disdaia

Shows how they ill may hope to gain
What she will keep; they or; o vain :

** Oh, chcose amoug us now, ‘enelope !"- -

The wondrous web more lovely grows ;

*‘ She weaves the biueness of her eye”

They say,—' S8he weaves her cheeks' soft rose H
The golden of her hair here flows,

The warmth of her lips’ orimson glows

In liviog colours that shall never die."

The days pass on, and every day
(Though well she works and faithfall y)
The slaoting sunbeams seem to play

On thiegame length of colours X8y,

And stil] the eager suitors pray :

**Oh, oh % us now, Penelope.”

BRTH.
‘Frederioton, N.B.

——— e

REVIEW AND CRITICIS M.

‘Charles Warner’s ¢ My Winter on the Nile,"
<omes out in a new edition uniform with * In
the Levant.” In spite of all that has been
written of the Fast, both before and since Mr.
Warner, these books will #lways have a charm
of their own, as records of the personal impres-
sions of a acute observer and withal a singular-
ly pleasant writer, who went to the Nile with
no special object, and who invites us to follow
him and see the country just as he saw it. The
social and financial state of Egypt has changed
since the book was first written, but Mr. War-
ner has, wisely we think, left what he has said
unaltered. The re-issue comes at an opportune
time to meet the iucreasing demand for inform-
ation about the East.—(Houghton, Mifflin &
Co., Boston.) '

ON THE THREsHOLD, —It would be well if we
had more books like this little volume ; better
Jet if we could persuade vur young men to read
them. In the form of lectures addressed to the
*‘ many men that stumble at the threshold.”
Mr. T. T. Munger has put into « clear and con-
cise form the difficulties which beset our young
men at the opening of their lives, and the prin-
<iplés which should be their guide in overcoming
them. With an evident wish to impress upon
his readers the desirability of using to the ut-
anost the talents God has bestoweg npon them,
and mﬁlecting no chance of honest advance-
ment, Mr. Munger is yet most emphatic as to
‘the importance, it not indeed the absolute neces-
#ity of special training, for success in any walk
of life. It is true, no doubt, that many mn,
especially in a new country, have succeeded in
dife without this special training, bat it is none
the less true, that as the country grows older, it
is becoming more essential every day, and that
who neglect it will surely suffer. In other points
Mr. Munger's views are no less sound. His
<doctrive as to amusements may be summed up

¢ They are free to you,
but you have other business on hend.” In a
word, the work is thoroughly practical, and
should be productive of real good.—(Houghton,
Mifflin & &., Boston.) :

' THE FEBRUARY MAGAZINES.—Harper's new
number is noticeable for an exhaustive paper on
““The Gospel History in Italian ainting,” by
the Rev. Henry Van Dyke, jr. Mr Conway's
series of papers on the English Lakes is con-
cluded in this number, and the illustrations of
the picturesque scenery are really charming,
The paper which will probably be best appreci-
ated by ordinary magazine readers, however, is
that on “ Literary and Social Boston,” by G.
P. Lathrop, full as it is of entertaining gossip
about contemporary literateurs, and containing
besides portraits of many men of note, some
interiors which make us envious of the pos.
sessors of such cosy retreats. The easy cmsir
has a capital réview of * Endymion.”

Lippincott’s Magazine for February contains an
interesting sketch ofa trip through Manitoba, b
Alice Ilgenfritz, which is capitally illustmt«i
aud should interest readers in  this - coun.

- try. It contains also a criticism of Sarah Bern-

bardt ; a discussion of the various types of jour-
nals, an analytical discription of Welch women
and two or three fair stories.

The Atlantic Monthly opens with two chapters
of Miss Phelps’s admirable serial story
“Friends . A Duet.” William M. Rossetti, in

is second paper on “*Wives of the Poets,” tells
briefly the story of the wives of La Fontaine,
Moliere, Ragine, Lessing, Biirger, Goethe, Schil-
ler, and Heine. Major Ben. Perley Poore con-
tinues his authentic and entertaining ‘“Reminis.
cences of Washington’ with a capital paper.on
the Taylor Administration. Ric Grant
White returns to his English tour with an article
These essays are
admirably written, and are both entertaining
and full ofspsute observations. Other essays,
1 , stories; reviews of new books, a well.fil.

) < “Contributors’ Club,” and a running ac-

woealit of the books of the month, conclude an
«exoellent number of this sterling magazine.

{ The Midwinter number of Seribner’s Magazine
is fully equal to what we have been accustomed

%0 expect from this favorite publication. The |

dllustrations are of o very high order, notably

those of ““ An Old Virginia Town.” W'e are glad

to hear that the success of Scribner in Eugland,
where it has lately been introduced is so
pronounced that the Euglish publishers of the
magazine have telegraphied for seventeen thousand
copies of the present number, a respectable.
little circulation in itself.

WEe have received from Messrs. A. & S.
Nordheimer, a copy of Sullivan and Gilbe}'t's
amusing opera ‘* The Pirates of Penzance,” just
published by them. Many of those who laugh.
ed so heartily over the funny situations and en-
joyed the lively music of the piece when repre-
sented here, will be glad to possess an authen-
tic copy.

AYER'S ALMANAC for 1881 appears in a won-
derful polyglot form ; no less than “nine differ-
‘ent languages being laid under contribations in
its production.

DR.SOUTHALL, OF RICHMOND, (VA.) ON
PLIOCENE MAN.

VIcToRIA (PHILOSOPHICAL) INSTITUTE oF
ENGLAND.—A meeting of this Society took place
on the 17th of January, at 7 Adelphi Terrace,
London, when a paper on ‘¢ Pliocene Man in
America,” by Dr. Southall, of Virginia, United
States, was read ; after which the results of all
recent researches ou the subject were described
in a paper by Dr. Dawson, F.R.S., of MeGill
College, Montreal. ' The Duke of Argyll, K.G.,
and Professor McKenny Hughes (Woodwardian
Professor of Geology at Cambridge) followed
with communications, in which they agreed
with the two previous authors, and showed that
there was no reason for considering any of the
hitherto discovered remains of so-called ancient
man, whether in America, or Europe, to be other
than modern. Mr. Mello, F.G.S., and other
geologists, followed in considering the subject.
About twenty new members were elected, and it
was announced that the lists for the year were
now open for home and foreign members. ——
The object of the Society is to investigate im-
partially all questions of philosophy and science
said to militate against the truth of Revelation.
Many leading American prelates, clergy, and
laymen have already joined it.

CHRISTIAN ART IN MOSAICS.

Transplanted in the fifth century to the full
daylight of the great basilicas, Christian art
blossomed out into the strange, rich splendor
of mosaic. This was the painting of the Middle
Ages; *“the painting for eternity,”’ as Ghir.
landajo called it. 1In the spacious churches
which began to spring up as if by magic all over
Christendom, apse and triumphal arch glowed
with blue and purple and gold; rhythmic
groups of majestic figures and splendid sym-
bols gleamed down upon the worshippers. The
subjects chosen for these mosaics were mystical
rather than historical. Christ seated in solemn
light in the midst of the four-and-twenty elders;
Christ coming in glory on the clouds of sunset
greeted by saints an({ evangelists ; the Lamb
on the hill of Zion, at whose foot flow the four
rivers of Paradise, while the twelve sheep issue
from the gates of Bethlehem and Jerusalem on
either hand ; mystic palm-trees, sparkling with
gold, and jewels, and the immorta phoenix, and
Jordan with shining waves—these were the
themes chosen by the Christians to give light
and magnificence to their first temples. But
among the earliest mosaics there are also some
historical scenes, although the material limita-
tions of the art grevented anything more than
an imperfect and suggestive style of treatment.
In the baptistery of S. Giovanni in Fonte, at
Ravenna, there is a mosaic of the baptism of
Jesus, in which the river Jordan is personified
a8 an old man with urn and reed.

The most interesting group of old Christian
mosaics is in the noble basilica of S. Maria Mag-
giore, at Rome. They are almost as brilliant
to-day as when they were made. A frieze of vivid
0ld Testament pictures surmounts the pillars of
the nave, increasing in splendor until they reach
the chancel arch. Here is the great mosaic of
the Lamb seated on the throne of the Apoca-
lypse; and on either side smaller scenes from the

ew Testament. They represent the Aununcia-
tion (ope of the earliest pictures of this subject),
the Angel appearing to Zacharias, the Massacre
of the Iunocents, the Presentation, the Adora-
tion of the Magi, and Herod receiving the head
of John the Baptist.

The pictare of the Adoration is especially
inteaesting for the light awhich it throws upon
the position of the early Church in regard to
Mariolatry. In the mosaic ag it was originally
made, the Christ-C'hild alone occupied a throne
or seat of honour. In another ghair, opposite to
his, was seated a man with a long blue mantle
veiling his head. This was meant to be the
oldest of the Wise Men. The two others, in
Oriental dress, were seen approaching from the
same side, and behind the seat of the Child
stood his mother. In the last century Pope
Benedict caused the upright figure to be erased,
and a halo to be put around the head of the
reated figure, transforming it into the Virgin
Mary. This illustrates very beautitully the
great change which has taken place in the
Roman Church in regard to the dignity assigned
to the mother of Christ.

In these mosaics of the earlier and Western
school we see & striving after individgal charac-

ter and personality in the expression of face and '

figare. The artist is no longer content with
the symbelic representation of Christ as the
Good Shepherd. He wishes to invent a noble
countenance, a sublime form, which shall be
worthy to embody the redeemer of the world
before his worshippers. This tendency finds its
climax in the great mosaic of SS. Cosmo e
Damiano, in Rome (526-530). The mighty
Chrigt, who looks down from the dark blue
apse into the poor, dingy little church, is
clothed with majesty ; his head, with its dark
beard and flowing hair, is strong and solemn as
that of a youthful Jupiter Capitolinus, yet
lighted with a mild benignity which befits the
all-merciful Saviour of men.—HeNry I. Vaw
Dvke, Jr., in Harper's Magazine.

ECHOES FROM PARIS.

I is stated that the memorable minister of the
Empire, M. Emile Ollivier, intends founding a
new political paper in Pauis.

A sPECIAL portion of the Louvre has been set’

apart under the title ** La Musée Thiers,” for
the reception of the art collection of that illus-
trious statesman,

A 8TATUE of Denis Papin, who is regarded by
Frenchmen, but by no one else, as the inventor
of the steam engine, was unveiled -last week in
the Conservatoire des Arts-et-Métrers. A lecture
on this eminent Huguenot was delivered in this
former monastery by M. Dide, an eloguent Pro-
testant pastor.

GREAT indignation is being expressed in
Paris at the discovery that some miscreant has
been placing vitriol, or other corrosive liquid,
into the receptacles for holy water in one of the
churches. Many persons are stated to have had
their fingers and faces burnt on the evening of
Christmas day wherf crossing themselves with
the water on entering the church in question.

THE following is the list of the writers, all
born in Paris, who are to have their statues out.
side the new Hotel de Ville: D'Alembert,
Arnault, D’Argenson,  Bailly, Beaunarchais,
Béranger, Boilean, Budé, Burnouf, Cavaignae,
Courier, Estienne, I'Estoile, Frérét, La Bruyére,
La Rochefoucauld. Malebranche, Marivaux,
Michelet, Moliére, Musset, Pasquier, Perrault,
Picart, - Quinault, Regnard, Mme. Roland,
Rollin, Saint-Simon, Georges Sand, Sauval,
Scribe, Sedaine, Mme. de Sévigné, Sylvestre
de Sacy, Mme. de Stagl, de Thon, Turgot, Ville-
mamm, Voltaire.

A cURIOUS trial has just been concluded be-
fore a Parisian tribunal. An actor, M. Loir,
complained that having paid three hundred
francs, on account of a nose, to one Monsieur
Viviére, over two years had elapsed without the
said nose being forthcoming. 'In proof of pay-
ment the plaintiff produced the following re-
ceipt : “Re¢u de M. Loir, la somme de 800
francs & valoir sur son nez.—Viviére.” (Re-
ceived o’ M. Loir, the sam of three hundred
francs on account of his nose.” The court con-
sidered that unreasonable time had already been
taken by the defendant, and adjudged M. Loir
the reépayment of the money, with the farther
sum of eighty-six francs for removal of a portion
of the original organ, the plaintiff having been
forced to employ a surgical instrument to make
good the deficiency.

 VARIETIEN,

A VERY curious and interesting letter has just
been found among the papers of the late Car-.
dinal Antonelli, written by Victor Emanuel to
Pius 1X. at the time of the occupation of Rome
by the Italian troops. The King says in it that
he thought he was rendering a service to the
Chaurch by occupying the city in a regular man.
ner, instead of leaving it a prey to the revolu-
tion.  Ou this passage there is a marginal note,
in the hand of%ius IX,, to the effect that he
quite comprehends this reasoning, and is grate.
ful to the King, but that before the world it is
necessary for him to protest.

THE census enumerators in New York and
Brooklyn have discovered that certain rsons
have been making a first-class artical of amaica
rum, by distilling refuse old shoes with chea
spirits, thereby acquiring both ¢ body"” and the
requisite color, without the expense of using
burnt sugar. This interesting product is pur-
chased in quantity, and not on y by the pro-
prietors of *‘ gin-mills” aud corner grog-shops
but by druggists.

Epwin BoorH says that the most genuine
compliment he ever received was on the occa.
sion of his playing Jago for the first time at
Grass Vallvy, then a new minin camp, The
audience, who had not seen a play for. years,
were 80 much incensed at his apparent villany
that they pulled out their - ** shooters” in the
middle of tg: third act, and began blazing away
ut the stage, Othello had thetip of his nose shot
off at the first volley, and Mr. Booth only es-
caped by rolling over and over up the stage and
disappearing through a trap door.

AN habitant of Cabaceiras, City, Brazil,
nawed Joaquim Marreiro, and his wife Juanita,
aged respectively 103 and 97, contemplate ere
long celebrating the eightieth anniversary of
their junctiou in the bonds of holy matrimony,
Of the twenty-three children born in wedlock to
this aged pair, fourteen atill survive, themselves

e

abuormally old men and women. Joaquim
Marreiro’s family at the present consists of 233

rsons, including his venerable spouse and

imself. A hundred and  twenty-six grand-
children, and ninety-seven great-grand-children
will attend the ceremony, which, for want of &
better name, meight be described as the Coms
pressed Steel Wedding.

‘WaTER SPECTACLES.—Dr. Dudgeon describes
an important invention he made some time ago
in spectacles. These are called * diving specta-
cles,” but this name does not exactly express
their utility, as they may be used without diy-
ing. They are spectacies designed for seeing
under water while the eye is in contact with the
water as in ordinary free diving. The lenses of
these spectacles are not glass lenses, but air
lenses of sufficient magnifying power when im-
mersed in water to restore the refractive power
the eye loses when in contact with water,
These lenses in no way affect vision in the air,
but only in the water They show the diver in
clear water everything in the water as distinctly
as if the objects were in the air and seen by the
naked eye. When swimming, if the face be
merely immersed below the surface of the water,
these spectacles enable the wearer to see with
perfect distinctness everything at the bottom of
the water or in the water ;- under similar condi-
tions the naked eye sees nothing distinetly.

THE EurorEaAN ELEMENT IN Tokio.—Al-
though Tokio is in the main still a Japanese
city, exhibiting everywhere the life, the cus-
toms, and the costumes of the Japauese people,
it bears many manifest and obtrusive evidence
of European interposition. The railway, with
European station and equipments, is the first
great contrast with the native architecture and
appliances which strikes one. Not far from it
is the foreign settlement, where many of the
houses are of European type ; and in looking
over the city from an eminence one sees bank
buildings, schools, and occasional residences of
foreign patterns rising up above the less elevated
Japanese buildings —less elevated save as regards
the temples alone, which here and there stand
up high above all other Japanese constructions.
Most of the great educational establishments,
such as the University, the College of Engineer-
ing, the Military College, the Naval College,
are of European style ; as"are also some of the
barracks, and likewise some of the manufac-
turing establishments. In facr, buildings of
this style, with which alone we are.familiar at
home, but which were perfectly unknown in
Tokio a few years agy, are now very frequent
and conspicuous objects in the bird’s.eye view
of the city.

OLD Maggie Dee had fally her own share of
Scottish prudence and economy. One bonnet
had served her turn for upwards of a dozen
years, and somne ladies who lived in her neigh-
bourhood, in offering to make and present her
with a new one, asked whether she would prefer
silk or straw as material. ‘¢ Weel, my leddies,”
said Maggie, after careful deliberation, *¢sgince
ye insist on gi'en me a bonnet, | think I'l] tak’
a strae ane ; it will maybe be a mouthfu’ to the
coo when I'm through wi’t.’*

OUR CHESS COLUMN,

?‘ Solutions to Problems sent in by oorrespondents
will be duly acknowledged.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

J. W. 8., Montreal.—Papers to hand. Thaunks.

E. H.—Correct solution received of Problem for
Young Players No. 310.

E.D.W., Sherbroke, P.Q.—In Problem No. 311 if the
W B takes B (ch) the BK takes the B and gives cheok
by discovery..

H. & J. MoG., Cote_des Neiges.—Correot soluation re
ceived of Problem for Young Players No. 310.

We saw it stated recently, that Captains Mackenzie
the Chess Champion of Amerioa, was residing in St,
Louis, U.8,, and tbat, should his prospects prove fa.
vourable, he would stay there permanently. It was,
also, said that he was giving lessons in chess on ‘reason-
able terms, .

We could not help thinking that the lavers of the
game ig 8t. Louis were in p ion of an il
opportunity to improve themselves, aad we have no
doubt many will take advantage of it.

Littie is done, even among the most intelligent com-
muoities to give systematio instruction in a game which
is universally acknowledged to be ivtellectually bene-
fcial to all who may learn it ;. and this is but the second
instance which we bave had to notice daring many
years of what might be called ohess classes.

The first was the very successful chess class at the
Birkbeck Mechanics’ Institation in Loudon, Eag., wher e
& master was engaved who gave instryction in the game,
two or three hours a week, to about forty pupils.

We ought to say, however, that -more thaa twenty
years ago we saw in a Montreal paper an advertisement,
from which we learnt that a gentleman recently from
the mother country was desirous of giving lessons in the
game at & reasonable rate; but inasmach as we heard

hing respecting the of his P , We are
led to conclude that he was obliged to go further to fare
better, aud that his endeavour to odltivate & love for
chess o our midst, was very soon brought to an end,
Indeed, many, we teel sure, will 8ay that he was g very
bold mao to hlveimmhum inne;glxm at all,

From observations oocasional y dropped by some of
our chess frieuds, it appears that a Enowlezge of the
game is generaily acquired through some aocidental oir-
cumstance. A child watches two players engaged in o
game, feels au interest in that which seems to absorb
the attention of the antagonists, and frum re ed ob-
servation and inquiry he learns some of the Priuciples of
the art, aod atlast becomes a chessplayer, It ig on
aocoount of the few systematio endeavours that are made
at the present time to instil into the miads of the youag
a taste for the noble art that so few good players are to
‘l;o; found, and that our clubs are so badly off for mem-

rs.

The attempt of Captain Mackenzie to forni a olass at

Bt Louis will, we hope, be successtul, and set an exam-




