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CHAPTER XXXV.

PAINFUL SUSPENSE.

The recollection of the sound she lad heard
lingered ini the' mmnd of Lisette. To lier, the
excuse tînt it was an owl whidi lad made thenoise appesred absurd, and aie treated it witl
centempt. Tiat it wss not that bird of niglul
she was certain ; but thon wiat was it t A res-
pense to this question ln -the thougit of wlat il
was possible for it to be, came instinctively tcthe mmnd of Lisette as sie passed a resthess nigit,
and sle trembled for ler apprehiensions. Was
the purpose of lier comiug to France about to
appear and tax ahl lier courage, and onergy, and
persistency, to reducing it to practice?1 The lare

posbihity of bier wishes being realized peopled
her imaginationî with suai scenes, aud figures asat engtl filied lier soul withi happineas. What
would not Lisette lave given couhd aie lave
on drty tuthe laoratryand ouening the

to attempt any anal thing immediately she
kuew wouhd le as futile as it would bo insane,
aud there remained nothing for lier but to exor-jcise patience anidat lier painful suspense.

Tie suspense of Lisette was slared byMonsieur, ahthough the feeling tommentirg him
dinner party lad left lin churlish. Ho kuew
tiat to nake the disphay wlidli lad brougit
forth sudh praises from his frienda lie lad ex.
hausted has resourcea, and the dinner was not
yet paid for. Thîis circunstauce ordinarily
migît not be considered a good excuse for the
disphay of anger; for suai as lad furnisliýd theBnpelies had not yet sent ln their accounts ; but
le new they would seud thon ln, and that le
lad not the mneans to meet thona did they anme.
Yet even this was n reason wly le slould
exibit suai clurhisîness, nr would it havedoue s0 existiîîg sonue ; but lie was aware thatthe report of the dinner wouhd produce unlimited
Jealousy la the coteries, sud exciting specuhation
amoug suaI as spent a great portion of their livesin discuasiug lis affairs, migît lead tien to push
their ouquiries to an unpheasant issue.

These tioughta threw a Iurid reflection acrosa
the mind of Monsieur, whicl, as the fiery rays
Of the Sun wheu le sets lehiud the tempeatcloud, ruade the darkuess of lis leart appearmore dreadfuh. The friction of these upon lis
temper made unm more clurlisl, sud le snappedin a mnner to startle ahi wio dared to approadli
hlm on nuy subjeat. lie now began to feel thefoly of laviug Ïived to excite the wnnder sud
envy of lis neiglibors, sud for the moment to de-piore it.; for le wehl knew that the remoteatSign of a faling off inî lie affaira would fetcilin speedily to earth, sud make lin the scoru
sud ridicule of the district.

His creditors muet wait ; this was the oulythougît tiat afforded Monsieur tle sightoat re-lief. Ho lad for many years paid their accountmwith great punctuality, sud they muet now bearwiti lin. Ordinari y this conclusion wouldlave proved a sufficieut emioîieut for the wound
proýduced in lis iniind ly the attrition of lis cou-dition ; but hitherto le lad psid pronptly,aud nov to a8k for credit lie vas appreleusive
migît raise an alarin, sud exposing li to tueslafts of the enlemy, smash the fragile reputationle lad held at sucI au extravagant leigit.

Wliile Monsieur Du Boulay vas auuoyed lylis circumstauces, Lisette was not leas auuoyodby the conduct of ils uepbew. This for a tinose tormeuted lier, that hiad flot lier tbongits le.ceme alsorbed lu a more engrossiug subjiect, itwould have boen intolerable. But of late lieardour lad bocone cooler, sud that too tîrougia ludicions occurrence lu lis voning career. Ex-cited almost to maducas ly tle influence Lisettebeld ovor lin, Henri lad yielded tle coutrol ofbis fev bramas to the pover of lis passion.
Having, therefore, parted with that shred ofnanlood, nature with a niggard land lad im.parted to hlm, lis conduct became ridiculous toa degree. Nor was tîls veakuess ronoved .ly
the stoady refusah of tue girl to credit lis asser-tion that his affection for lier was sincere.
Being passionatehy eutreated of lin, Lisette ladonue eveuipg hef t hlm lu a mnanuer more tau1sually abrupt, sud as aIe did an, cast on hlm slook inyvitiug lin to folhow lier. This aroused
lis passion to a pitaI of excitemnt uncon.trohlable. lu an instant le flew to the door,lut aIe was gone. Disapponted lu not seeiuglier scted but as fuel to tle flane of lis desire,and.ie feit thai migit lie lut apoak another

word ta lier le vould give lis life, world, tle
univorse, could le lut comand it ; lut il wusimpossible for hum te pursue lier furtler, for

atory as it st.od ont lu the p aie noonlighî ln
nsd ta lier horrible, distiucîness. Her

heari sauk vitlin lier at the thougîts crowding
upon lier brain ; sud while the sound aIe lad
heard preceed frmntiai building carne again teeher récollection, aIe trembled sud vas aad.
Lost lu thia painful rovorie, she iliougît uoiling
o'f lin, vIn seeing the lighi stili lurîîing iluliertmon mpsced silenily to sud fro boneati lie. iudow, in the fond lape that slie would come

tfarward sud look forth before retiring, or tîat at
leasi 1er sliadow migît le seen by lin. But
ibis expeciation of Houri vas vain ; as sitting
vlere she did, neither lier peersan, nr lier
shadow could le -seen fron wiilout.

Distracted frorn tle vehéence of is passion,
Houri once more casi lia eyes upward toward
that wiudow. Could le lut roai tliat place,sudndapeak lui nue word wiul Lisotie, le could
die happy. Passing beneti the led ge of the
roofing, sud close ly the coveted window, vas
a woodeu waier-conrse, vhich coâvoyed the ramn
waier into a largo tub placed beneail to receive
it. The ighi of tlis arouaed afresi lis feelings,
sud asait stood oui,grinhy pale sud voaller boston
in the raya of the psle moonligit, Il aeemed to
invite lin to readli the apariment in climling
the wal ly its aid. The thought aroused lis
activiîy, sud lho determined to accepitie tempta-
tion, sud once more speak vih lier, even tînugi
lie sbould break lià neck lu the effort. Seiziug
the trougli, therefore, hoe began gallsutly to
ascend foot ly foot towsrd the happy spot above
lin. For a few minutes, Fortune appeared to

smihe upon lis perséverance, sud te offer to lin
the prize of lis desire. Higler, sud yet liigher,noiselesshy tue clinbed; a few foot more sud le
could lay bold on the wiudnv aihi sud converse
witbher. Nearer lie spproached the objecl of
bis wialios ; lui j uat as le vas stretchiing eut lis
lisnd to nake the fluai cutaI, the apouting gave
way, sud le canie dovu viti a spîasal.

The noise of Houri fçLlling aroused Lisette,
and utteriug s faint shriek she rusied to the
vindov to ascertain the cause of the noise. Seeing
the gutter tom sawsy, tle truili at once fiasied
upon lier mmnd, sud leauing furtlierover sho 55w
a pair of human legs rising above the edge of the
vaier butt. Iu an instant aie liastened fron
lier apartmnut, sud aaquainting Monsieur witi
lier suspicion, lastened to the scene of the ac-
cident. As aIe approsdlied aie leard a gurgling
sound, sud tien appesred the dismai yet
ludiarous faci. Witl the aid of the uncle thie
tub vas pulled on oeeaide, sud the hlaf drovned
prisonel, released from lis confinement. This
aohd plunge bath did muaI to moderato the
ardour of Monsieur Houri, sud did muai to re-
lieve Lisette fron lis annoyances. Fortunatehy,
being nearhy drovued vas ail the injury le re.
ceived fron his faîl. Lisette lsd nov devised aplan for bocoming acquainled vith the labora-
tory, sud nvaiied ln a state of painful suspense
the opporluniîy for reducing it to practice.

Monsieur Du Boulsy alan fretted under painful
suspense, occasioued by delsy lu receipi of lis
mannme, sud vas ainost dlstraated lunithe fear of
it aliogetber failing lin. Il vas evoning, wlen
the tluudoring rap of au important guest vas
board at the door of thie clatesu. On hesring
it, a ray ef ight shot througl the soul of
Monsieur, sud illunined lis countenance vith
tlie pleasure of a nov life. It vas ten late lu île
day te le a rap proceediug fron s creditor, sud
the sound vas ton volk nova for hlm ta le
niataken. As tle lest of the séries of rapa
realed the salon, Monsieur hinsoîf flev to
open île door, sud holding ligli a wax candie,
drew lack the pondérous boit, and adniiîed the
visiter.

IlMon Dieu " lie excained, startled ly île
appearance of île figure before lin ; lut quickly
reaovering fron ithe surprise, lu a nanner nost
pole admitted a man viii lis forebead baud-
aged, sud lis arn in aslaing. "lGond eveuing
te you, ir ! " aontinued Monsieur, ihis tino lu
Engliali ; sud the rongli respouse in îlhe polite
salutation reveslod île skipper of île Nancy. EThe vnunded condition of Jack Pegden vas(
île result of the fsvors of Lieutensnt Luff, con-tferred upon lin on île night efthîe confli yulth
île Revenue meu. It vas le vion ilai gaihaut1
efficer bad lurled froin the edge of île rampari
dowu ta îlhe rocks belov. Twiae le 1usd sbott
lin as le asaended île steep ; île first bullet1
triking lis lsud, trsveraed tue knuckles sud

came oui on île niler ide ; île second struak
île npper pari of lis face, removiug lis lefioye; lut it vas the stroke frein lie avord oft
old Luff vhial sent the ruffian te lihe beadl.i.
Being pioked up by lis arev, le vas taken1
acrosa tle channel te Gravelines. There b6Eliad been uursed by isfrienda unt-il ius far

shoulders, in a feeling of perfect horror. Ye
aithougli apparently so deeply interested in th
adventure, lie cou id not kceep lis thouglit
fromn siiently wondering if the wounded mna:
lad brouglit lin any money; but the srnup
gler did not keep lin long in suspense ; fo
drowing forth an old leatliern purse, h
counted ont a number of Engliali guineas ani
laid thern on the table. Giving to, hlm a receip
for cash received, Monsieur grasped tho moue'
witli an eagerness whici told how painful ha'
been lis apprehiension lest lie sliould nover ob
tain it. This business being transacted th,
smuggied enquired,

"Well, iow are things going on ; ail riglit'
"Al rigit, sir. Nover botter."
"Everything muni !"

"The utmost secrecy prevails."
"'That's good. How'g Nan?"
"Madame is well."
"Sho'll live forever."
"Madame is in healtiadde o pertgrow older." adde o pert

IlAnid nover will. Sie is like somne kinda oi
wood whicli tino can nover destroy."

"Bon, Bravo! Monsieur is excellent at î
joke."

"WelI, I should like to see Nan."
"With pleasure, sir; " and at a signal givein

by Monsieur, Madame made lier appearance.
"Well, Nan ; low are- you?"-
"Wly, goodness, gracious mne! Jack Pegden;what ia the matter with you?"

IlMatter, indeed!1" a nd the skipper again re-lated tho tale of lis maiafortune ; but this tinoblended with it fearful curses and tireats
against all coast-guards, and aqainst old Luif in
particular.

IlIt serves you riglit," said Madame, wlien hoe
liad finished.
!fi' Why, you oid cat ; what do you mean?"I"Mean ? simply this ; that your wickedness

will sone day find you ont.".
"Peace, Madame," said Monsieur; wio sawat a glance that a atorin was brewing in the

niind of Jack Pegden. C
This judicious act avorted the fearful thunder.ings which. threatened to burst forth aglainst

Madame. But thus prevented from roiling Offthe abundant oxpletives collected at the tip ofhis tongue, the smuggler plainly toid ont that
lie was thirsty. With a multitude of regrets,
and nunerous cutting"reinarks on lis own forget-
fulness, and want of hospitality, Monsitur pro-
duced liquors, and caling for hiot water, Lisotte
entered the roomn. On soeing who was present
she startod,-turned pale,-but quickly recol.
lectiug the game she was playing, sie imme-
diately resuincd lerself-commaud and quitted
the apartment.

"lThat is a fine girl you have," said thesinu ger.

is tue sre;and she la good, too."
"Perfectly innocent, sir. She is one wlio

knows lier position."
" That is welh ; and it is to your intereat lier

gooduess should romain."
IlIt will, doubtiesa."
«"8Were la aIe fron ?"
"A neighboring village."
"There is something sharp in lier ap-

pearance. "
IlWo have watclied lier, both Madame aud

mysoîf, and we are certain of lier innocence.
There la nothing to fear from lier, Monsieur, I
do assure yona."

"'Pish 1 Set Nan to watch ; wiat's the use
of ber watching? But no doubt you keep a gond
lookout yourself."

doRest quiet on that matter. My eyes weroade for watchiu g ; and they mut be exceeding-
ly clever wlio wii I take me by surprise."

Without rogarding this boastful remark, Jack
Pegden replenislied lis pipe, and smoking as a
furnace, sat listening to the dhatter of Monsieur.
The talk of the latter was of no iuterest to, him,
who with tlat inherent liatred of a foreigner,
whicli appeared to be born with the Englishman
of the paut century, despised lin in lis heart.Du Boulay was of advantage to the snugghçrandlis frienda, for trade ad other purposes, aud
from them it waa hoe received the funds whici
sustained lis position to, the astonishinent of
the coteries. It h as boen already stated, tiat
for rossons kuown to himself, Monsieur seidon
left the cliatean. What hoe did, therefore, in
the lino of smuggling, was done through the
agency of Heuri.

CHAPTER XXXVI.

t citernent rose ahnost beyondrestraint. IlHark 1'1
.e 1 hoar a sound ; it is that of a man's voice.
ts Pressing lier ear to bricks stiil higher up the
In Wall, it seemed to lier that a man was standing
5-within, near to the window, looking into the

>r darlinosa and talking to hirnself. Expectation
ýe was now on the ai ort, and she heard distinctly
d the words,
ýt 4& y condition is dreadful! Banished frorn
v ail I love and shut up in this di6mal den asd thougli to deprive me of reason. 1 arn a pri-

-soner without knowing the tern of my confine.
e ment. The clanking of this clain mocks me ;

the sound la wearisome and heart sickening ;09were rny strength but equal to rny spirit, this
unsightly metal sliould soon be snapped. Could
1 but hear from home 1 would be more content ;
but not a sound reaches me ; not a person visits
me but the cadaverous wretcli wlo calis him-
self my keeper."

Lisette raised herseif on a stone to the lovel
Dof the window, secuired by iron bars as thougli it

were a don, and gently tapped upon the glass.
f Again she touched it, for no responso was given

to lier first attempt. On hearing the pane
i touched the second timo, the prisoner approaclied

and as lie did so she whispered,
"Hist!1 a friend is here. "

1 Good hoavens!1 lie replid ; lias it corne to it
at last ? I thouglit I hieard the whisper of a
human voice. Oh! tliis delusion, it la the first
breaking down of reason. Save me frorn rad.
ness, , my Father."

"Hist ! a friead la here," repeated Lisetto.
"Cruel mockery ! Oh ! my brain, rny brain."

" Listen to reason. I am a niortal woman
iwho lias souglit you out and have news for you.""Are you deceiving me? Are you not the
phantom whicli las before vexed rny imagina-
tion, disordered by the ciuel powerof solitude."

."1I know Clara Cluliagton ; sieli as tidings
iyou are living, but kaows flot wliere you are."

"l*asit possible ? "
"'Peace 1 1 am your friend and hors, and

liaving now found you amn content."
Lisette loarat from Chiarles Freemranthei ter-

rible sufferings lhe endured in being chained and
beaten under pretence of considering hlm alunatîc. This narrative aroused lier wornanly
sympatliy.

Leaving the prisonor, she groped lier way
back'again, drenclied witl tue lieavy ramn.
Alive to every consideration, she had no sooner
entered the kitchen then she stripped lierseîf of
lier wet garmeats, lest the drainings from them
sliould present an unusual appearance to the lynx
eyes of Monsieur and arouse tis suspicion. Riav-ing reaclied lier littie dormitory, suie feit thank-
fui for the discovery she liad made, and for the
succes vhicli had thus far attended lier effort.
PUitting on dry clothing, alie tlirew herselîfIon
lier bed and tried to sieep.

The liands of Lisette rnoved rnechanically indiscbarging lier work next day. Morning rolledaway and noon, and tlie afternoon sun wascasting lis oblique rays tlirougli the windows ofthe dliateau, wlien Lisotte saw approaching theback door of tlie house a stranger ln rags.
On drawing near to the place, the meudicant,

for suchlile was, pieaded for the love of heaven
that something miglir be given hlm.

To the quick oye of Lisoîte it instaatly ap-peared that tlie mendicant was playing a part.Ie was well made up, and his genuinenes
might have passed f'or years unchllenged, butshe liad seen too miuai of that kinJ of thing to
be deceived. The beggar, who had bound up lis
jaw, as tliough wounded in the face, on firat see-
ing the girl was unable to articulate, lis tongue
being sealed la surprise ; but recovering his
self-possession hie resurned his plea for aid, andas she drew t'rom lier pocket a sous and piaced itin his palm, she whispered a slang sentence in
use among the gypsies. On liearing it thecountenatice of the beggar becarne radiant withdeliglit, and while Lisette whispered the words" Yellow-Djck," tebga ele,6 hP r in c e s ." t e b g a e l e " h

CUAPTER XXXVII.

A CONSULTATION.

The mutual discovery was a joy to botliLisette and the beggar, and seerned to demand
of tlier an explanation ; but the dhateau wa.4
no place for this, as Lisette quickly inforrned
lier newly.found friend. By mean8 of sucli
slang, therefore, as could be understood by tliemboth an appointrnent was made to rneet at theend of the ahrubbery at one o'clock in the rnorn-
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