
MY AUNT PIIOEBE'S COTTAGE.*

~iEAUHoR 0F "TUE HLALIS 0F THE NOiRTI," ANDI OTHIER 3DaDEa LEGsOUI.-

CHAP'ta vI.

TEFA ERY WOMEN.
slter sit beside my be<1,

Se e your gentle smile,
let tue a1y m'y acingi- head

urkindly armi awh1ile •

not long be with you now,
drawing to an end."

CuARLES DICKENS.

ty wllWay was se weak and her life
ttly ebbing s fast away that it had

h t' ary to have some one always with
4 d day, to watch by the sick bed, and

""tOn of a neighibour dropping in
oe an evening now and then, and

eied thsrices which were always grate-
her eld is arduous duty devolved entire-

o4rt ad thr sister Bella, and her mother.
e less difficulty in obtaining the

c ash have ever since esteemed it, of
e"r hatl niht at let 4 rh

i a proyal to Fany i
>teorse this was~ necee;arily theendPy interested as I felt, from ail 

befoeCard, that evenin, in the patient
y e, and anxiously desirous, as I

het 'as, of becoming better acquainted
he ld not think of obtruding my.

e rlOticê in a Way that might not be

i ke to her about it, all my fears
% ient t a

'itý by a rieans," and her face brightened

o< JYous snile as she spoke,
tt --he continued in so fami-

i quite at home with her, as
Y Olwn her all her life ;-"and

ell afl have more time to tell
e.dfer 1 do feel rather exhausted,

added after a short pause,

I am only a poor ignorant child and I've prayed
and prayed the blessed God to send some one to
instruct me, and I dreanit last night that an angel
cane down from heaven and stood by my bed-
side, and told me that my prayer was heard,
therefore the moment they told me of your arrival,
and especially how that you were forced to corne,
I was so delighted, becauso I knew that you'd
been sent to me."

• Why ny dear," I replied, a good deal struck
with the extraordinary coincidence, "I came here
by the merest accident."

"Oh, no, no 1" she cried, "it was His Provi-
dence that sent you, I know it was."

Her confidence seemed to be inspiring me with
the same belief, for I began to think so too.

With some difficulty I got her persuaded te be
still and not to talk any more; for the time at
least

In a few minutes she was fast asleep, so at
Ieast I thought from her long and heavy breath-.
ing, and I stole out of the room, as noiselessly as

5 possible, in order to tell her mother what had
passed between us. and to get intructions as to

V-atEe MW(--.tr jke dzrý e
TLe rother was ruch more atonished at her

daughter's dream than I had been, and firmly be-
lieved in its supernatural character, and that I
was undoubtedly sent to fulfil the prophetic vision.
The mother too had had some dream herselt I
forget new what it was about, but it could net be
interpreted until my arrival at the cottage.

People in all countries, of the class to which
this worthy family belonged, are very supersti-
tious and they are more especially so in moun-
tainous districts like the one I am speaking o
And there's not a hill nor dale-not a rock nor
river, nor yet a flowery mead in all those 'fells'
without its ghost or goblin, sprite or wraith, or
gentle faery, all as firmly believed in, by these
simple people, as the Gospel. And every houise'
that they inhabit, whother lordly hall or humble
cot, from which the grim tyrant death is about to
snatch a victim, is blessed or cursed with a visit

*Continued from page 472.


