
1-1 E Constitutional Pres-ogatives of the Lieutenant
[Governor have becn so badly damageddcurirsg

the hast session of the Assembly that itisàaquestion
witlî sorne people wbether it wvill evcs-again bc fit for
active service. 0f anc ting, the public can rest as-
sured, and that is, that the intcresting invald isin
careful hands, and that neither His Hono- nos- the
chairmnan of bis Advisas-y Couincil wvill spas-c an),
efforts ta set 1dm on bis feet once morse.

OCTOBER WITH TUE CUN.

Bv CAPT. C.K-ENDF.R.G.S., F.Z.S. ETC.

Mien, tao, iii this dchigh-Itful month of October we
airc on the outlook for the "ecasly wvoodcock " -not,
indccd, that unfos-zunate isidividual who figures every
August under that tithe, and bas a place of honor
(given it in the caunty pape-s (but bas really been
bs-cd and bs-aý,ght up in tbe parish, in the deep s-e-
cesses of the big fir plantations !)-but wve nîcan thc
ftrst " flight " of ajur eves--to-be-iwelcomied wvoodcock,
wvhich bail fs-rn Swcdisb forces, Danisbi woodlands,
or froni old " Norrowav over the foani." Towards
the cnd of the month, particulariy if tliere is a full
niot and a continuance of casterhy wvinds, ive may
expect soine largishi fiights of cock, and they wvill. be
ver>' wvccome wvherever we as-e lucky cnougbi to 1h11
;i with them. Many a tired-out woodcock have wve
pickcd uip amongst the short herbage, or perhaps
gorse, flot a hiundred yards frosn Iighl-watter snark on

thec sandy,' loiw-1yisa Coast of Nos-folk and Suffolk,
liardly able ta risc froin the -round; ani wvhat wonî-
der, after a fliit oves- the North Sea of inany hund-.
red miles pcrhaps? We Cati recollect, on several
occasions,, aur dog catching thesin iongst the tus-nip
fields tîcar the shores, cari'y inti Ui niosning aftcr
those mnnlight ilights of this- as-rival. And .%vhcn
vilc gun has brought a goodl fat cock to bag, did you
ever examine that wvondrous bill with wvhich Naturc
lias providcd hini ? If not, pr:Iy do so next tine
vou takie Min up in yaus-.hand. Wc" cainle upan the
following des.crip)tion of tbis bird's habits haîcly iii

Mottag's"Dictiaiîary of I3irds-," iii whicli the aild
colonel truiy rernarks that thie woodcock, is a remark-
ab'sy shy and retiring bird, and having restcd in the
Woods throughout the day, they wvill, "'with cominon
consent, quit the Waod nearly at the sanie instant.
and wander oves- the mecadows iii search of splashy

places and moist ditches for food, retiring to their
hiding places just before dawvn." Thus, whcn most
othcr ]and birds arc recruiting lost nature by slecp,
thcese arc rambling through thc dark, directed by an
cxquisitc sense of siiellitig to those places likely to
produce thuir sustenance, andi, Iby a stili more excel-
lcnt sense of feeling in their long bill, callecting it.
The cye is flot called into use, and, like the mole,
they may be said to fccd beneath the sus-face; and by
the sensibility of the instrument which is thrust into
the soft carth, flot a worm can escape that is within
reach. Thle large eyes of the woodcock, like other
nocturnal birds, are particularly formcd for collecting
the fatint,. rays of light in the darkencd Woods during
their nocturnal excursions. The ncrves in the bill
are numnerous, and highly sensible of c iscrimination
by the touch. The enormous quantity of ivorms
these birds eat is scarccly credible; indecd, it wvould
bc the constant labor of one person ta procure such
food for two or thrc woodcocks." We have our-
selves cndeavorcd ta kcep, these birds in captivity,
but nieyer succeeded in doing so for more than a few
days, though we have managèd wett cnough with
tame snipe, and owls, hawks, curlcws, various gulîs,
plovers, and other birds. At this moment ini our
garden wc have a pair «of great black backed gulis, a
curleci', a herring guil, five doves, two pigeons, and a
green ployer, aIl living happily together, though it is
fearcd the poor curlcw has a rather rough time of it*
fr om the large gulîs, who will cat anything, from
brend and mil], to a rat, from a mouse to a bit of
cheese, from a rabhit to a gooseberry; and no doubt
some day will make a meal of bath curlew and
pcwit.

We have neither space nor inclination to write
about the intes-esting, but Sa, often discussed, topic of
reas-ing plicasatç, and of the "battue." 0f coursçe,
cvcryone must form thecir own opinion, but, for aur-
selves, wcecnjay a day by the hedgerows with a
steady oid 1;.risite or a brace of good spaniels, and
picking up a stray phecasant now and again, or getting

RESTAURANT MARIAGGI-

Ilasicisers, slstîîtandi tihe public gusier-
a11v will fisd tisis a first-class establish-
tàiset .1Meals to order at j.11 Iours, hoth
day îusdnîirlit Privato parties.eatercd for.

FRANK MARIAGGI, Proprietor.
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